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think this is the 


of acompany. The commtee thought at any 


rate that the rate fixed in the amendment of the | 


Senate was too low; and if there is to be another 
company incorporated, it had better be done by a 
separate bill. 
The ninth amendment was non-concurred in. 
Tenth amendment: 


Strike out all after line nineteen, page 1, to the end of 
the bill, as follows: 

For compensation to Henry K. Brown, James R. Lamb- 
din, and John F. Kensett, for thirteen months’ service, as 


oe place to alter the charter | 


art commissioners, appointed by the President of the Uni- | 
ted States, under acts of Congress, of June 12, 1858, and | 


March 3, 1859, $9,000. 


in the amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Eleventh amendment: 
Page 2, after line five, insert: 


To pay the amount due under and by virtue of the act en- 
titled ** An act to facilitate communication between the 


Atlantic and Pacifie States, by electric telegraph,” for the | 


period embraced between November 1, 1861, and June 30, 
1862, $26,630 40. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Twelfth amendment: 

Tnsert as follows: 


To supply deficiency in the appropriation for incidental | 


and contingent expenses, including wastage, at the Mintof 
the United States at Philadelphia, $23,643 84. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 

Insert as follows: 

For additional expenses in transportation of bullion and 
coin between the assay office and the Mint for the year 
1861, $21,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fourteenth amendment: 
Insert as follows: 


For compensation of Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
from the 14th of March to the 30th of June, 1862, $875. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- | 


mended concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fifteenth amendment: 

Insert as follows: 

For compensation to Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, $3,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Sixteenth amendment: 

Insert as follows: 


For compensation of four additional draw-keepers forthe | 
two draws on the Potomac bridge, from the dates of their | 


several appointments to the 30th of June, 1862, $395 40. 
The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in the amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventeenth amendment: 

Insert as follows: 

To supply a deficiency in the appropriation for the con- 
tingent fund of the Senate for furniture, fitting of rooms, 
gas fitting, repairing, painting, painting materials, and other 
iniscellaneous items, $10,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

_Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, moved to recon- 
sider the several votes of the House relative to the 
amendments of the Seuate; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


GENERAL HUNTER’S LETTER. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. I call up the motion to 


reconsider the vote by which the communication 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting an an- 
Swer to a resolution of this House upon the sub- 
ject of the enlisting, arming, and mustering slaves 


into the Army of the United States was ordered 
to be printed. 
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| or false, has depressed me. 


| what has delayed his reply to the resolution of this House | 
The committee recommended non-concurrence | 


| 2. Whatnumber of slaves have been brought into this Dis- 
trict by the Army officers or other agents of the Government, 


| a question of fact of grave and vital importance. 


responsibility or by the order or consent of the 


Mr. Speaker, it is with great reluctance that I | 
desire the attention of the House of Representa- || 
tives of the United States at the present time. I | 
do not feel in a humor this morning for indulging | 
in some remarks which an occasion of this nature 
would justify. The news from our army, true 


It will be remembered that some time in the | 
month of April, the gentleman from Ohio before | 
me, [Mr. Cox,] introduced a resolution calling 
upon the Secretary of War for certain information, 
which resolution is in these words: 


Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of War inform this House 


ealling for information as to the age, sex, condition, &e., 
of the Africans employed in General Wool’s department. 


from the State of Virginia, since the enemy abandoned the 





possession of Manassas and their lines on the Potomac. 
3. What number of fugitives from Maryland and Virginia 
are now in the city of Washington, their sex and probable 
ages. 4. What number is now at or has been sent to Fred- 
erick, Maryland. 5. How many are now fed and supported 
by the money of the United States appropriated by Congress 
to prosecute the war. 6. By what authority negroes, old 
and young, male and female, were sent from Virginia to 
Philadelphia; and at whose expense, the amount of ex- 
pense, and the purposes for which they weresent. 7. If he 
has not the means to answer these inquiries, that he take 
the necessary steps to obtain the desired information.”’ 


* 
The majority of this House refused to adopt 
this resolution. 


The resolution of this House adopted upon my 
motion looked to and desired information upon 





The resolution is in these words: 


* Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 
form this House if General Hunter, of the department of 
South Carolina, has organized a regiment of South Caro- 
lina volunteers for the defense of the Union, composed of 
black men, (fugitive slaves,) and appointed the colonel and 
other officers to command them. 2. Was he authorized by 
the Department to organize and muster into the Army of the 
United States, as soldiers, the fugitive or captured slaves? 
3. Has he been furnished with clothing, unitorm, for such 
force? 4. Has he been furnished, by order of the War De- 
partment, with arms to be placed in the hands of these 
slaves? 5. To report any orders given said Hunter, and 
correspondence between him and the Departinent.”’ 

It sought to ascertain if an officer of the Army 
(General Hunter) had been authorized to enlist, 
arm, and equip slaves, captured orrunaway slaves, 
in South Carolina, and muster them into the Army 
of the United States. 

It sought to know if this man had, upon his own 





Department, without law and against law, under- 
taken to disgrace this nation by arming runaway 
slaves, to use them as soldiers of the American 
Army in the present war. 

I have said here and everywhere, that such an 
act would call down the condemnation of all Chris- 
tendom upon the authors and advocates of such 
a measure, and would furnish an excuse for the 
interference of all civilized Governments in this 
domestic contest. Such a force would stamp this 
war with infamy and stain with disgrace our na- | 
tional escutcheon. Such an arm of offense, ina 
war with an alien Government, resorted to by an | 
invading army, cannot meet the approbation of 
any nation, of any man who is worthy of the 
name. 

To arm the negroes of the South, while we are 
invading the territory with our Army to reach 
and overcome a rebel army, is an admission that 
the power of the United States, the Army and 
the Navy of twenty million white men, is not 
equal to subdue and overthrow the army of the 
rebellion, and therefore we will seduce the slave 
of the master to run away under the promise of 
freedom, and then force him into the Army asa sol- 
dier, armed and equipped, and ready and willing 
to excite the slaves of the rural districts to a ser- 
vile war. 

When I saw the fact announced in the Tribune 
that such negro force was organized by General 
Hunter, I was unwilling to believe it. When the 
Secretary of War, Mr. Cameron, withdrew from 
the Cabinet in obedience to public sentiment,which 
condemned him mainly upon the ground that he | 
had, in a clause in his report, recommended the 





equipment and employment of slaves in the Army, 
and compelled by this weight of public sentiment 
he sought retirement in the climate of Russia, I 
did not believe that another Secretary of War, or 
any officer of the Army, would dare thus to out- 
rage that sentiment. | did not believe there could 
be found, in either branch of Congress, a man 
worthy to be called by that name, who would give 
or sanction such authority, or advocate the em- 
oloyment of negroes as soldiers in this war. When 
| saw the fact announced in the Tribune, I felt it 
a duty which Lowed to the Secretary of War per- 
sonally, respectfully to address him, not an offi- 
cial, but a private note, inclosing that paper to 
him, hoping I might be authorized by him to say 
that the statement was nottrue. I received no 
answer. I addressed a second one; and | received 
an answer from the Assistant Secretary of War, 
stating that my two notes were carefully filed 
among the private correspondence of the Secre- 
tary of War, and would be attended to in due sea- 
son. 

I had obtained information which left no doubt 
upon my mind that General Hunter was guilty 
of a violation of law and of hisinstructions, I did 
not rely upon rumor, but upon information from 
individuals who had been at Port Royal, and had 
seen that of which they spoke. The statement 
was, that Hunter was engaged in the process of 
enlisting into the Federal Army those of this un- 
fortunate race whom they found upon the planta- 
tions at Port Royal. I felt it my duty to present 
a respectful resolution in this House, asking the 
Secretary of War to give information whether 
such fact did exist, and, if it did exist, whether it 
was by authority of the Secretary of War. 

The answer of the Secretary of War came, and 
in substance it is that he had no official informa- 
tion—I emphasize that word—of such fact, and 
that he had sent a copy of the resolution of the 
House of Representatives to the commanding gen- 
eral, Mr. Hunter, for his report upon it, and that 
when the answer came he would communicate it 
to the House. I moved to suspend the printing of 
that answer, in order to await the coming of tur- 
ther information. 

During my absence, that additional information 
was presented to this House. Ihave rea@it, and 
others have read it, and it presents one remark- 
able feature which the ont of your Congress, 
from the days of Washington to the present time, 
do not present, and that is, it was returned here as 
an answer to Mr. WickLiFrre’s resolution, instead 
of being returned as an answer to the resolution 
of the House of Representatives. 

I mention this fact, not because it is a matter 
personal to myself; not that I care a straw in ref- 
erence to the opinion of Mr. Hunter in relation 
to my course, or of the judgment and opinion of 
the Secretary of War; but to say that the resolu- 
tion, when passed, was no longer my resolution, 
but the resolution of the House, and that the an- 
swer ought to have been decent, and respectfully 


| addressed to the House of Representatives. There 


seems to be a proclivity’in the action of public 
functionaries, in the present circumstances which 
surround us, to disregard notonly the higher ob- 
ligations imposed upon us by the Constitution, 
- . ry 
but to contemn the precedent of our fathers. The 
object must have been in this case to direct the 
public attention from the main question involved 
in this resolution to the humble individual who 
originated it. My name is heralded before Con- 
gress and the world by the report of this com- 
mander of the department in South Carolina, in 
language and manner and terms unbecoming a 
gentleman or a public officer. [vis in the follows 
ing words: ‘ 
War Derartment, Wasuineton, July 2, 1862. 
Sir: On reference to the answer of this departunent of the 
14th ultimo, to the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 9th of last month, calling for information respectin 
the organization by General Hunter, of the department o 
South Carolina, of a regiment of volunteers for the defense 
ot the Union, composed of black men, fugitive slaves, &c., 
it will be seen that the resolution had been referred to that 
otficer with instructions to make an immediate report 
thereon. I have now the honor to transmit herewith the 
copy of a communication just received from General Hun- 
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various matters indicated in the resolution. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Hon. G. A. Grow, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Heapquarrers DEPARTMENT OF THE SovurTn, 
Port Roya, Sourn Caronina, June 23, 1862. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a 
communication from the Adjutant General of the Anny, 
dated June 13, 1852, requesting me to furnish you with the 
information necessary lo answer certain resolutions intro- 
duced in the House of Representatives, June 9, 1862, on 


| 


ter, furnishing information as to his action touching the 


| 


motion of Hon. Mr. Wickuirre, of Kentucky, their sub- || 


stance being toinquire— 
1. Whether I had organized or was organizing a regi- 
ment of “ fugitive staves” in this department ? 


2. Whether any authority had been given to me from the || 


War Department for such organization? and 
3. Whether [ had been furnished by order of the War 


Departinent with clothing, uniforms, arms, equipments, | 


&c., for such a foree ? 
Ouly having received the Jetter covering these inquiries 
at a late hour on Saturday night, I urge forward my an- 


sewer in time for the steamer sailing to-day (Monday)—this | 


haste preventing me from entering as minutely as [ could 
wish upon many points of detail, such as the paramount 
importance of the subject calls for. But, in view of the 
near termination of the present session of Congress, and the 
wide-spread interest which must have been awakened by 
Mr. Wick.irre’s resolutions, | prefer sending even this 
imperfect answer to waiting the period necessary for the 
collection of fuller and more comprehensive data. 

To the first question, therefore, I reply that no regiment 
of * fugitive slaves’? has been or is being organized in this 


deparunent. ‘There is, however, a fine regiment of persons |} 
whose late masters are “ fugitive rebels ,”? men who every- | 
where fly before the appearance of the national flag, leav- | 


ing their servants behind them toshift as best they can for 
themselves. So far, indeed, are the loyal persons compos- 
ing this regiment from seeking to avoid the presence of their 


late owners, that they are now, one and all, working with | 


remarkable industry to place themselves in a position to go 


in full and effective pursuit of their fugacious and traitorous | 


proprictors. 

To the second question T have the honor to answer that 
the instructions given to Brigadier General T. W. Sherman, 
by Lion. Sisnon Cameron, late Secretary of War, and turned 
over to me by succession for my guidance, do distinctly au- 
thorize me to employ all loyal persons offering their ser- 
vices in defense of the Union and for the suppression of this 
rebellion in any manner LI might see fit, or that the cireum- 
stances might call for. There is no restriction as to the 
character or color of the persons to be employed, or the na- 
ture of the employment, whether civil or military, in which 
their services should be used. I conclude, therefore, that 
[have been authorized to enlist “ fugitive slaves’ as sol- 
diers, could any such be found in this department. No such 
characters, however, have yet appeared within view of our 
most advanced pickets; the loyal slaves everywhere re- 
inaining ou their plantations to welcome us, aid us, and 
supply us with food, labor, and information. It is the mas- 
ters who have in every instance been the “ fugitives,” run- 
ning away from loyal slaves as weil as loyal soldiers, and 
whom we have only partially been able to see—chiefly their 
heads over ramparts, or, rifle in hand, dodging behind trees — 
in the extreme distance. Inthe absence of any “ fugitive 
master lagy,’’ the deserted slaves would be wholly without 
remedy, liad not the crime of treason given them the right 
to pursue, capture, and bring back those persons of whose 
protection they had been thus suddenly bereft. 

To the third interrogatory itis my paintui duty to reply 


that I never have received any specific authority forissues | 
of elothing, uniforms, arms, equipments, &c., to the troops | 


in question—my general instructions from Mr. Cameron to 
employ them in any manner I might find necessary, and the 
miliary exigencies of the department and the country be- 
ing my only, but, in my judgment, sufficient justification. 
Neither have | had any specific authority for supplying these 
persons with shovels, spades, and pickaxes when employ- 
ing them as laborers, nor with boats and oars when using 
them as lightermen; but these are not points included in 
Mr. Wick irre’s resolution. To me it seemed that liberty 
to employ men in any particular capacity implied with it 
liberty also to supply them with the necessary tools; and 
acting upon this faith I have clothed, equipped, and armed 
the only loyal regiment yet raised in South Carolina. 

I must say, in vindication of my own conduct, that had 
it not been for the many other diversified and imperative 
claims on my time a much more satisfactory result might 
have been hoped for; and that in place of only one, as at 
present, at least five or six well-drilled, brave, and thor- 
oughly acclimated regiments should by this time have been 
added to the loyal forces of the Union. 

The experiment of arming the blacks, so far as I have 
made it, has been acomplete and even marvelous success. 
‘hey are sober, docile, attentive, and enthusiastic, display- 
ing great natural capacities for acquiring the duties of the 
soldier. They are eager beyond all things to take the field 
and be led into action; and it is the unanimous opinion of 
the officers who have had charge of them, that in the pecu- 
liarities of this climate and country they will prove invaiu- 
able auxiliaries, fully equal to the similar regiments so long 
and successfully used by the British authorities in the West 
Jndia Islands. 

in conclusion, I would say it is my hope—there appear- 
ing no possibility of other reinforcements owing to the ex- 
igencies of the campaign in the peninsula—to have organ- 
ized by the end of next iall,and to be able to present to the 
Government, from forty-eight to fifty thousand of these 
hardy and devoted soldiers. 

‘Trusting that this letter may form part of your answer to 


Mr. Wicxtirre’s resojutions, I have the honor to be, most 
respectiully, your obedient servant D. HUNTER, 
Major eral Commanding. 


Hon. Epwin M. Stanron, 
Secretary of War, Washington. 
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Bat I throw him overboard, and hold the Secre- 
tary of War responsible for this breach of ordi- 


| nary courtesy between the head of a Department 


of the Government and this House. He has in- 
dorsed it, and it is now for the House to say 
whether we have arrived at a time in the history 
of legislation for the last twelve or eighteen months, 
under the influence of circumstances which brought 


us together, when the House of Representatives 


| is willing to accept a deliberate insult in response 
| to a respectful and legitimate call. 


| me to make this call. M 


I desired not to have the necessity imposed upon 
acquaintance and per- 
sonal relations with the Secretary of War were 
such that I felt it my duty notto act upon rumor, 
and especially upon anything [ saw in the columns 
of the Tribune which would imply his sanction of 
such a movement, and therefore I desired to have 


formal information in relation to the fact whether | 


they were true or false. It turns out to be true 
that the process of organizing the slaves of this 
country as soldiers of the American Army has 
been resorted to. These slaves were found upon 
the plantations of their masters, the owners hav- 
ing fled, dreading, perhaps, the power of the Army 
or personal violence. I pass over the question of 
the right of capture. I do not condemn their use 


/as laborers in the Army in any way when such 
| labor was useful. 








This is not the only objection to the negro mil- 
itary force. Ido not know whom to blame, or 
whom to hold to account. I see one branch of 
the Government, headed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, engaged in large, | was about to say 
extensive, | will certainly say expensive, farming 
inthatcountry. I say Ke is there engaged, or pre- 
tends to be engaged, in raising cotton with about 
nine thousand slaves, old, young, and decrepid. 
I find that he has there what is called in that coun- 
try an overseer, but I think he is dignified by the 
name of agent of the Treasury, Mr. French. I 
have before me Mr. French’s report, and I will 
dispose of the farming department before | come 
to the military operations of the Government or 
the action of the officers of the Government there. 
Allow me to read one section of Mr. French’s re- 
port for the benefit of the country people, as John 
Randolph used to say, because I want the country 
to understand these operations; they are interested 


|inthem. They have to foot the bill, and should 


be entitled to the profits. 
My own opinion is, as Congress has established 


_a Department of Agriculture, and if they are de- 
| termined to continue the operation of growing cot- 
| ton in that country, Congress had better, by some 
| resolution, instruct the Secretary of the Treasury 


to hand that matter over to the bureau of farming 
operations; for | think, so faras I can judge, that 
the Secretary ofthe Treasury will have his hands 
full to guard the finances of the country, and he 
will not have time to attend to the business of rais- 
ing, packing, and selling cotton. 

Now, as to Mr. French; he gives a long and 
interesting detail of his operations there, and the 
difficulties he encountered. He said he made one 
discovery, and that was that it made no difference 
whether the superintendent and the men who had 


charge of the business knew anything about the | 


growing of cotton or not, for he found the negroes 
understood it much better, they said, than their 
masters understood it. Having divided off the 
slaves and allotted them to certain plantations, he 
speaks of the planting season coming upon him, of 
the difficulties he encountered, and then he comes 
to his great master and head of farming operations 
here, with his complaint. He is not the first man 
who has complained of the improper interference 
of the military power with the civil authority. 
He says: 


** The order of Major General Hunter compelling the able- 
bodied men to go to Hilton Head on May 12, where a pro- 
portion of them still remain against their will, produced ap- 
prehension among these people as to our intentions in rela- 
tion to them, and disturbed the work on the plantations, the 
force of which has been greatly reduced, leaving the women 
and children over twelve years of age as the main reliance 
on many plantations. The special agent entered a protest 
against the order and its harsh execution, and the retention 
of any not disposed to enlist; but the civil being subordi- 
nate to military power, no further action could be taken. 

‘* The eases of discipline for idleness have been very few, 
and cannot have exceeded, if they have equaled, forty on 
the islands. These have been reported to the military au- 
thorities and been acted upon by them. 

*« It is not pretended that many of these laborers could not 
have done more than they have done, or that in persistent 
application they are the equals of races living In colder and 
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more bracing latitudes. They generally went to their work 
quite early in the morning and returned at noon, often ear- 
lier, working, however, industriously while they were in 
the field. Late in the afternoon they worked upon their 
private patches. They protested against working on Satur- 
days. A contrary rule was, however, prescribed and en- 
forced, and they did double work on Saturday in order to 
secure for themselves the day following. As they were 
making themselves self-supporting by the amount of wark 
which could be obtained from them without discipline, 
it was thought advisablg, under the present condition of 
things, not to exact atte, but to await the full effect of 
—e material inspirations, which can in time be ap- 
plied. 

Ah! these are the very negroes who, Hunter 
says, were so anxious to get at their masters that 
he could scarcely restrain them. 

I read this for the purpose of showing that this 
man Hunter does not speak too truly when he 
says these men entered the service with alacrity and 
with an anxious desire to be led in pursuit of their 
‘*fugacious masters.’’ When he said that, he did 
not obey one of the chief of the commandments, 
‘Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor.”’ 

Now, sir, I have not done with this man’s false 
representations to this nation and to this House 
upon this subject. I have not been idle in refer- 
ence to his management of affairs at Port Royal; 
I felt a deep and solicitous desire that the Army, 
having struck the rebellion in its stronghold, should 
succeed; and while General Sherman, whom I do 
not know, was permitted to remain there, I had 
hopes of his ultimate success in striking down the 
rebellion in its stronghold. I do not know Mr. 
Sherman. I have never seen him; but | tell you 
what I believe—for I have it from information that 
1 cannot doubt—that, as a soldier, he would not 
waste the energies of the Army or the means of 
the nation put under his care to feed and clothe 
the Army and advance the cause of the country 
in that section; that he would not spend his time 
or the means of the Government in feeding these 
negroes found upon their master’s plantation, and 
for that cause he was removed, and for no other 
reason, so far as | have any information on the 
subject. Some one, in making a speech in the 
earlier part of the segsion, said that if John Brown 
was alive he ought te take command of the south- 
ern army, and he would soon end the war. Well, 
they could not get John Brown, but they got an- 
other man who promises to play out John Brown’s 
raid. But, sir, to the point: when this man says 
these negroes entered into the service with alac- 
rity, with zeal, with patriotism, and that they 
have improved, and are susceptible of receiving 
military instruction beyond his sanguine expecta- 
tions; and that, if he is permitted to and has the 
means, he will have an army of forty or fifty thou- 
sand of them before the fall season opens. I hold 
in my hand a letter written by an officer of the 
Army—lI presume a member of a Michigan regi- 
ment—that was addressed to the editor of the 
Detroit Free Press. I know nothing of the poli- 
tics of the paper. Some one told me that it was 
Republican in its character. 

A Memser. That is a mistake. 
cratic. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Well, so much the better. 
It is more likely to tell the truth. [Laughter.] 
Here is the letter. I will read it, or let the Clerk 
read it for me. 

The Clerk read the letter, which is as follows: 


** Since my last, matters both of agrave and comical na- 
ture have taken place in our division. Abolitionism is run- 
ning rampant. [n the first place, our brigade was electrified 
with an order that there were to be two regiments of negrocs 
raised and armed, and our regiment was honored with an 
order to furnish non-commissioned officers who were will- 
ing to take the position of officers in one of the regiments. 
To the everlasting honor of the regiment there was but one 
man found who would allow himself to be used for any such 
ee After recruiting for two weeks and only getting 

ut twenty or thirty negroes, it was found that it would not 
work. General Hunter then comes out with a proclama- 
tion declaring every negro in the States of South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida free, and entitled to all the rights of 
free men—with one stroke of his pen accomplishing that 
which the Government itself has no right to do under the 
Constitution. The next morning after the order for freeing 
the negro, came one from the same source, ordering every 
able-bodied negro within the lines of our brigade to be col- 
lected together and sent under guard to Hilton Head, to form 
the grand negro army. It was a military order, and had to 
be obeyed, and such scenes as were enacted in our midst 
are a disgrace to any civilized people, and far outstrip any 
= or fancied description of the negro traders in ‘ Uncle 

‘om. 

“ What has bly taken place in individual instances 
under their r masters, now took place by wholesale 
under the present one, although the negro was free, be it re- 
membered. As the negroes would not go-wvillingly, patrols 
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were sent out through the town, and negroes were caught 
wherever they could be found, and taken to a place of ren- 
dezvous, in many instances being driven at the point of the 
bayonet, bellowing lustily, the tears streaming down their 
cheeks. In other cases, they were found secreted under 
their beds, and had to be taken out and foreed from the arms 
of their screaming companions. ‘The same scenes were en- 
acted on almost every plantation on the island. Some three 
or four hundred being collected, they were driven on board 
a transport at the wharf to leave their homes, many of them, 
no doubt, forever, the women in many cases praying God to 
send them back to their old masters, as they were much less 
cruel than their present ones. If the negro in this country 
has a greater horror for one thing than another, it is a gun. 
You ask them if they do not want to help to putdown their 
old masters, and they tell you, ‘fore God, massa, we can’t 
shoot—gun inake we faint; can’t stand *fore white man, no 
how. be shoot us *fore we see him ; we brake for the swamp 
sure, massa.’ No pen orsketch can give you atrue idea of 
the scenes we saw, and [ willnottry. ‘The artists of the New 
York illustrated papers were on the ground taking sketches, 
as also the reporters of the press generally, and every word 
that they may say will be true, for the scene cannot be 
painted up to the reality. 

“Tell the friends of the Constitution in Michigan, if this 
war is to be turned into a crusade against any part of our 
country, and if we are asked or expected to stand shoulder 
to shoulder on an equality with the negr6, as a soldier, the 
regiment here may be reckoned out; for every officer, from 
the highest to the lowest, will throw up their commissions 
and retire from the service. There issuch astorm brewing 


here that [ think the whole thing will be abandoned, and | 


the negro be again used as he has been—to do the drudgery 
in the Army, unloading vessels, making breastworks, in 
short, using him anywhere to save a white man’s muscle, 
except with a gun. Thirty thousand of them would be 
whipped by five hundred white men.”? 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I ask for the name of the 
writer of that letter. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I do not know his name. 
Perhaps General Hunter could give it to the gen- 
tleman. Itis notin the paper from which that 
letter is taken. The letter was written to the De- 
troit Free Press, and it purports to come from an 
officer in a Michigan regiment, and | take it to be 
prima facie evidence of the fact, because the same 
thing has been communicated to me verbally by 
gentlemen. 


Mr. TROWBRIDGE. The gentleman from | 


Kentucky stated that he did not know what were 
the politics of the Detroit Free Press. 1 desire 
simply to inform him. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. I reckon it was opposed 
to you. I know nothing about its politics, and I 
do not care. 

Mr. TROWBRIDGE. In the exposé of the 
designs of the ** order of the Knights of the Golden 
Circle,’? which was published in Kentucky last 
winter, and has been furnished me by a member 
of the delegation from that State, the Detroit Free 
Press is put down as one of the northern papers 
upon which they relied. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. My dear sir, I have not 
i the floor to you to make that statement. 

want order here, Mr. Speaker. [Laughter.] The 
gentleman cannot wedge a speech into mine. I 
do not want it put down by the reporter. I pro- 
test against it. 

1am very happy to find that gentlemen opposite 
are not quite as well pleased now as I am told they 
were when John Brown’s, I mean Hunter’s letter 
was read. I beg his pardon, but I keep calling 
him John Brown. What is his name? 

A Memper. David. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Now, sir, while lam upon 
the subject of the recruiting service, I desire to 
present, for the examination of the House and the 
reflection of the Secretary of War, the list of offi- 
cers appointed by this man of Port Royal; and I 
want to know of this House by what authority 
he had the right to appoint colonels, majors, cap- 
tains, &c., and to muster them into the service of 
the United States. I ask the Clerk to read the 
list which I send up. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


Colonel—Arthur M. Kinsey, of Chicago, Illinois, a ne- 
— of General Hunter, and one of the lieutenants of his 
staff, 

Adjutant—Thomas K. Dunham, of New York, recently 
adjutant’s clerk in the volunteer engineers. 

Quartermaster—Henry West, quartermaster sergeant in 
the one hundredth Pennsylvania. 

Captain of Company A—Charles Trowbridge, sergeant 
in the volunteer engineers. Second lieutenant—J. A. 
Trowbridge. 

Captain of Company B—John D. B. Goddard, sergeant 
in the engineers. First Lieutenant—R. M. Gaston, ser- 
geant in the one hundredth Pennsylvania. Second Lieu- 
tenant—E. F. Oliver, private in the one hundredth Penn- 
sylvania. 

Captain Company C--James Harold, sergeant in the en- 
gineers. First Lieutenant—William Danielson, sergeant 
in the fifty-eighth New York. Second Lieutenant—George 
D. Walker, corporal in the engineers. 

Captain of Company D—W. J. Randolph, sergeant in the 
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one hundredth Pennsylvania. Second Licutenant—J. F. | 
Johnson, private in the one hundredth Pennsylvania. 
Captain of Company E—R. W. Weller, sergeant in the 


one hundredth Pennsylvania. First Lieutenant—Luther J. | 


Riggs, private in the first Connecticut battery. 

Captain of Company F—Robert Hamilton, sergeant in 
the one hundredth Pennsylvania. 

Captain of Company G—W. B. Churchill, sergeant in 
the engineers. 

Captain of Company H—William James, sergeant in the 


| one hundredth Pennsylvania. First Lieutenant—Charles 
| 8. Vehon, corporal in the one hundredth Pennsylvania. 


Second Lieutenant—James Pomeroy, private in the one 
hundredth Pennsylvania. 

Captain of Company I—E. H. Case, sergeant in the en 
gineers. First Lieutenant—I. F. Stickle, sergeant in the 
engineers. 

Captain of Company K—Joseph Brown, sergeant in the 
seventy-sixth Pennsylvania. First Lieutenant—Thomas 


| L. MeGlathery, private in the seventy-sixth Pennsylvania. 


Mr. ENGLISH. Only one of these officers is 


| from New England. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. Only one from New Eng- 


land! Well, I do not care where they are from. 
| They have no business there. [Laughter.] Nor 


had the man who appointed them any business 
where he is. He had better have been preparing 
his men to prevent the defeat of the arms of the 
United States and the retreat from James Island 
than tinkering with negro regiments. He paraded 
them as a splendid exhibition before the crew of 
acaptured French ship—captured in an attempt to 
run the blockade. They were brought forth in uni- 


| form, and exhibited as an evidence of the great 


strength and power that this Government pos- 
sessed, and could and would wield to put down 
this rebellion. Sir, I have said here, and I have 
said elsewhere, that if the white man is not able 
to protect his Government, if the twenty million 
freemen are not able to put down this rebel- 


lion, make the acknowledgment at once, and let | 


us understand what you intend to do; let it be un- 


| derstood that for want of sufficient power on the 


part of the white men of this country, they have 
to resort to the miserable policy of taking runaway 
negroes, and forcing them at the point of the bay- 
onet into the military service. Let itbe understood 
abroad that the bright escutcheon of power and 
glory and patriotism and valor which has cov- 


is stained with black. 

I take occasion to answer here what I hear float- 
ing about in some circles, that General Jackson 
employed negroes in his army at New Orleans. 
There is a population of quadroons there who are 
not Africans. They form a distinct order of so- 
ciety in that city, possessing estate, education, 
property, and civil rights. He employed that 
class and they fought like freemen, but he had no 
negroes as soldiers. He impressed some with 
their wagons and carts to aid in making breast- 
works and hauling bales of cotton from the ware- 
houses; and during the siege one negro man, driv- 
ing a cart and belonging to an old French lady, 
whose name I do not recollect, and if I did could 
not pronounce, was killed, and this Government 


| was guilty of the sin of recognizing that negro as 


property pressed into the service and paid for it 
accordingly. That was the extent of General 
Jackson’s employment of negroes. 

Mr. Speaker, we were asked for four hundred 
thousand volunteers in July last. We gave five 


hundred thousand, and an increase of twenty-five || 
. | 
thousand to the regular Army, if | recollect the | 


number aright. If the Administration had asked 


| for double the number they would have been 


granted by law, and if now more are needed and 


| asked for, they would begranted. All necessary to 


maintain the dignity and power of this Govern- 
ment and restore it to its wonted union and hap- 


early in December last, I applied at headquarters, 
desiring to have organized what I believed was 


absolutely necessary for the quiet and safety of | 


the State of Kentucky after the army should move, 
a home guard to watch the passes between Vir- 
ginia and Tennessee and Kentucky, I was told 
that I would have to come. to Congress; I did 
come to Congress, but I did not know .hen that, 
instead of having five hundred thousand volun- 
teers in the field and upon the pay roll, we had a 
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| when the chairman of the Committee of Ways 


and Means presented a bill here at this session 
making an appropriation, I think, of about aoe 


| million dollars deficiency for the payment of vo 


\| unteers, and when I — of him the reason 








much larger number—six hundred and ninety-two | 
thousand. I take it for granted that the Consti- | 


tution, among its grants, gives to Congress the 
exclusive power of making war, of providing the 
material, and organizing or providing the number 
of soldiers that shall be employed and constitute 
the Army. I was therefore utterly astonished 





of this great deficiency, he produced a statement 
showing that there were six hundred and ninety- 
six thousand volunteers in the service, one hun- 
dred and ninety-six thousand more than the law 
authorized. Ido not say that the President has 
called out too many, for I learn that he wants 
more, and that we shall need more. I think that 
this idea of inviting the border States to free their 
negroes has not scared the South. Ido not think 
your confiscation bill has freed the negroes, or 
scared the South. I wish we had more troops at 
this time, and that they could be placed where I 
think they ought to be, and thus we might save 
much of human life and end this war. But, sir, 
I fear the policy of dividing General McClellan’s 
command has proved fatal to complete success, 
When I see a violation of the Constitution in the 
enlistment of an army of one hundred and ninety- 
six thousand more men than Congress has au- 
thorized, Iam bound to condemnit. Gentlemen 
say that perhaps Lam not right. I will put my- 
self right upon the record. 

The bill approved on the 22d of July authorized 
the reception of five hundred thousand volunteers 
only, in corps such as the President might direct, 
and provided that they were to be drawn from the 
States according to population. After the passage 
of that bill, the disaster occurred at Ball Run. On 
the 31st of July a bill to provide for the payment 


| of the musicians in the volunteer regiments came 
| up before this House, The House will recollect 


that when the disaster at Bull Run occurred the 


| time of many of the regiments had expired. It 


was thought that if the system provided in the first 
bill was observed, the delay in organizing the 


Army might prove dangerous. It would be well 
to furnish the President with an opportunity of 


receiving from all or any of the States, without 
waiting for theirapportionment, such volunteersas 


| might rush to the relief of the country at that time 
ered this Republic for more than half acentury, || 


of need. Hence the provision was incorporated 
in the bill authorizing the President, in accept- 
ing and organizing volunteers—what volunteers? 
** Such volunteers, without previous proclamation, 


| and in such numbers from any State or States, as 


in his discretion the public service may require.”’ 
Any State might furnish more than its quota, and 
the President was authorized to accept the troops 
furnished. But neither he norany other member 


| of the Government was authorized by that or 


by any other law, to accept more than five hun- 
dred thousand men as volunteers. I felt ita duty 
which all owe to the country and to the Execu- 
tive not to censure or condemn the act, but so far 
as we could by legislation to legalize it. I drew 
up a bill to that effect, as we had received them, 


| and paid them, and now needed them. I proposed 


that they should remain asa part of the volunteer 
force, thus legalizing the act by approbation on 
the part of the law-making power. But! provided 
in that bill that the force of the volunteer corps 
should be limited to the number then in service, 
unless further authority from the Congress of the 
United States was given by legislation. That bill 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


| but I have not heard of it since, and | suppose 
| I never shall. I was prepared to vote for it. If 


the Government wanted more volunteers than 
the six hundred and ninety-two thousand then 


| in service, | was then willing to vote for their ac- 
| ceptance; but I am unwilling to see violated the 
piness will be freely voted by Congress. When, || 


Constitution which I have taken an oath to sup- 
port. Iam unwilling to see the military arm of 


| the country strengthen itself by its own power in 
| violation of the Constitution. I would not do it 


even if George Washington was alive and at the 
head of the Government. If I were myself qual- 
ified and the President, | would not exercise such 
power if Congress did not give me authority. The 
Constitution cannot be preserved if we violate it 
and protect its violation by others who are re- 
sponsible. Itis our province to see that the Con- 
stitution is obeyed by all who have taken an oath 
to supportit. 

I understand that it has been decided that under 
this law the Government has a right to reccive a 


| million of soldiers—that each bill gives authority 


to raise five hundred thousand men. I do not know 
who gave the construction; it could not be the 
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President; iY is too good a lawyer. If there isa 
tyro of a law student in the office of any lawyer 
who would give such a construction to these bills 
he should be advised to turn his attention to some 
other business. 

I will read the two acts, and the only acts of 
Congress upon this subject, that | may be judged 
fairly, and that others shall in like manner be 
judged: 

“An act to authorize the employment of volunteers to aid 
in enlorcing the laws and protecting the public property, 
approved July 22, 1861. 

‘Be it enacted, §c., That the President be, and is hereby, | 
authorized to accept the services of volunteers, either as 
cavalry, infantry, or artillery, in such numbers not exceed 
ing five hundred thousand, as he may deem necessary, for 
the purpose of repelling InVasion, suppressiug insurrection, 
entorcing the jaws, and preserving and protecting the public 


property,”? &c. 





Other sections of this act direct the mode and 
manner of its execution, and direct that that call 
shall be made of each State for its quota, accord- 
ing to population, &c. 

Upon the 3lst of July we have, in Congress, 
apprehending that some of the States might fail 
to furnish their proportion of volunteers in time 
to meet the exigencies of the country, added a 
section to the bill, the title of which was ** An 
act authorizing the Secretary of War to reim- 
burse the volunteers for expenses incurred in em- 
ploying regimental and other bands.’’ That sec- 
tion is in these words: 


“ Be it enacted, &c., That the President, in accepting and 
organizing volunteers, under the act entitled ‘ An act to 
authorize the employment of volunteers to aid in enforcing 
the laws and protecting the public property, approved July 
22, 1861,’ may accept the service of such volunteers, with- 
out previous proclamation, and in such numbers, from any 
State or Staies, as in his discretion the public service may 
require.”’ 

Is there a member of this House that voted for 
this section who believed it authorized the accept- 
ance of five hundred thousand volunteers beside 
the five hundred thousand authorized by the first 
act cited ? 

The question of construction and meaning of 
the two acts is too plain, too palpable, to require 
argument. 

The other act gave only the right to accept the 
volunteers ‘* during the war,” instead of the pe- 
riods fixed in the first act, if the President deemed 
it best. No one at the session of July ever thought 
that they had authorized a greater number of vol- 
unteers than five hundred thousand to be accepted. 

You have no law now which authorizes the in- 
crease of volunteers. As they are needed, and | 
have been called for by the President, I hope those 
of this House who wield its power wiil provide 
by law for this new call of three hundred thou- 
sand men. 

One object I have in referring to these acts is 
to prove that a subordinate officer has no legal 
power to increase the corps of volunteers by ac- | 
cepting the service of white men—certainly not 
by forcing runaway slaves into that arm of the 
service. 

The Secretary of War should have returned 
General Hunter’s letter, with an order removing | 
him from his position, for having undertaken to | 
enlist soldiers of any color in his army, without | 
authority of law and without the legislation of 
Congress. 

Mr. MALLORY. Will my colleague yield to 
me for a moment? : 

‘Mr. WICKLIFFE. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. Speaker, I wish at this 
pont of discussion, not intending to trouble the | 

{ouse hereafter in relation to it, to say a word in | 
regard to this matter, I beg leave to dissent from | 
my colleague most respectfully. 

Mr, WICKLIFFE, If that is the gentleman’s 
object, he may dissent after 1am done. I do not | 
like to have another gentleman’s speech printed as 
part of mine when it is against me. 

Mr. MALLORY. My colleague has yielded | 
the floor. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE, I yield the floor. 

Mr. MALLORY. I was about to remark that 
I concur in the main with what my colleague has | 
said, but that, on one point, | beg leave to dissent 
from him. That is, as to the extent of the culpa- 
bility of the Secretary of War in this matter. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. If that is thegentleman’s | 
object, | withdraw my assent. 

r. MALLORY. Be good enough to let me 
get threugh. 





| 











Mr. WICKLIFFE. No, sir; I will not. 

Mr. MALLORY. Then I hope to get an op- 
portunity after the gentleman is done. : 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. After lam done, sir, you 
ean talk aboutit as long as you please. But I have 
no idea of the gentleman making a speech to be 
printed in mine. Let him do it separately. 

Mr. MALLORY. I certainly would not have 
trespassed on the House if it had not been for the 
assent of my colleague. I have submitted quietly 
to the withdrawal of that assent, but I do not in- 
tend to assent quietly to his commenting on my 
position, 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, if the gen- 


tleman had waited a little longer he would have 
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had a chance to enter upon the defense of the Sec- | 


retary of War. I do not make any charge against 
the Secretary, except so far as his official conduct 
incommunicating to this House the letter of Gen- 
eral Hunter without any expression of disappro- 
bation of itis concerned. He entered that office, 
so faras I had any feeling on the subject, not know- 
ing him personally, with my hearty concurrence. 
Nor do | desire to make any comment on the 
administration of the War Department outside 
of this particular affair. I might, perhaps, like 
my colleague, beg leave to differ with the Secre- 
tary of War in relation to the management of some 


portion of the operations of the Army. That is | 


not the question that [ am here to discuss. lam 
here to call on the Secretary of War to perform 
his duty to this House, and not to become the 
agent and instrument of covering, under his mes- 
sage—to be placed on the journal of the nation— 


a letter which I will venture to say my colleague | 


himself will admit is disrespectful to this House. 
He should have weighed and examined that well. 

But, sir, perhaps it was thought that, as the res- 
olution was designated as Mr. WicKLIFFE’s res- 


olution, the answer would pass off as a matter of | 


course, and that I had got a very full answer. I 
did receive this morning from some anonymous 
scoundrel by mailacopy of this letter of Mr. Hun- 
ter’s, with an advice to put itin my pipe and smoke 
it. L want my brother members of the House to 
take a whiff at that pipe. Itis the duty of every 
head of a Department to see that no subordinate 
shall, in making out a report of matters of fact, 
indulge in argument, in remarks, in criticism un- 
justand insulting to members who may have voted 
for or against the resolution. That is my com- 
plaint. L suppose that General Hunter has aright 
to do as he pleases in his own command. My ob- 
ject and purpose were to know whether there is 
a purpose in any part of the Army of the United 


States, or in any Department of the Government, | 
to arm the negro to aid and assist in carrying on | 


this war. Lam afraid there is a strong party in 


this Hlouse and out of it who think that they can | 


use negroes profitably in war; but you cannot get 


a man who is acquainted with the character of the | 


African, domesticated as he is, to agree on that 
point with gentlemen on the other side of the 
House. It istrue,as the writer of the letter which 


| have read says, a negro is afraid, by instinct or | 
| by nature, of a gun, 


Give him a bowie-knife or 
a John Brown pike if you want to get up a ser- 
vile war, of murder, conflagration, and rapine. 
Let Mr. Hunter have the appropriate arms. | 


have got one of John Brown’s pikes. [ intended | 


to have brought it to the House as a specimen for 
Mr. Hunter. 

The instructions of Mr. Secretary Cameron to 
Geneval Sherman, upon which General Hunter 
bases his authority to force slaves into the Army 
of the United States, and appoint the field, staff, 
and company officers of the regiment, were of rec- 


ord. The present Secretary is presumed to have | 


made himself acquainted with all orders under 
which divisions of the Army had been placed by 
his predecessor. It wasespecially his duty, when 
General Hunter justified his conduct under those 
instructions, to have looked at it and sent a copy 
to the House. 

A copy of these instructions I have obtained. 
They read as follows: 


War Department, October 14, 1851. 


Sir: In condueting military operations within States de- 
elared by the proclamation of the President to he in a state 
of insurrection, you will govern yourself, so far as persons 
held to service under the laws of such States are concerned, 
by the principles of the letters addressed by me to Major 
Generai Butler on the 30th of May and the 8th of August 
copies of which are herewith furnished to you. As speci 
directions, adapted to epeeial circumstances, cannot be 
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given, much must be referred to your own discretion as 
commanding general of the expedition. You will, how- 
ever, in general avail yourself of the services of any per- 
sons, whether fugitives from labor or not, who may offer 
them to the national Government. You will employ such 
persons in such services as they may be fitted fur, either as 
ordinary employés, or, if special circumstances seem to re- 
quire it, in any other capacity, in such organization, in 
squads, companies or otherwise, as you may deem most ben- 
eficial to the service. This, however, not to mean a general 


| arming of them for military service. You will assure all 
| loyal masters that Congress wil! provide just compensation 


to them for the loss of the services of the persons so em- 
ployed. {tis believed that the course thus indicated will 
best secure the substantial rights of loyal masters and the 
bencfits to the United States of the services ofall disposed 
to support the Government, while it avoids all interference 
with the social systems or local institutions of every State 


| beyond that which insurrection makes unavoidable, and 


which a restoration of peaceful relations to the Union, un- 


| der the Constitution, will immediately remove. 


| slaves into the Army, forbids it. 











Respectfully, SIMON CAMERON, 


Secretary of War. 

This order to General Sherman, so far from an 
authority to receive and organize, arm and equip 
General Sher- 
man, so far as I have been able to judge of his 
conduct in the field, is a gentleman and a gallant 
soldier. Hisinstruction bears date 14th October, 
1861, before the fell spirit of abolition had thrust 
itself into the conduct and management of this 
war, and into the deliberations and actions of 
Congress. I have some factsand reasons for his 
being superseded in his command by this aboli- 
tion General Hunter. 

In conclusion, I would with all the fervor of sup- 
plication implore the President and his advisers to 
pause in this mad and impolitic scheme of emauci- 
pation, by Congress or by the Army, and adhere 
to the original purposes for which the Army was 
called to the field. All who are for preserving the 
Constitution as it is and restoring the Union as it 
was, will give to his efforts for these objectsa firm, 
united,and patrioticsupport. Aud I say to the abo- 
litionists, if they are not in favor of such a result 
and sucha Union, whether in the field or the coun- 
cils of the nation, get outof the way, and we, the 
true Union men in the States and in the field, under 
the providence of God, willsave the Constitution 


| and the Union without your aid. 


[Here the barmmer fell.]} 
Mr. McKNIGHT. Deeply regretting that the 
venerable gentleman from Kentucky has seen fit 


| to bring the negro again into this House, and be- 
| lieving the discussion or agitation of the negro 


question at this critical juncture of our national 
affairs to be pernicious, | move to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. COX. Then the gentleman should keep 
his negro bills out of the House. 

Mr. MALLORY. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion to lay on the table, I will 
renew it. I will occupy the time of the House 
but for a minute or two. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I yield to the gentleman 
on that condition. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object to that. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania cannot yield the 
floor unless he yields it unconditionally. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. If that be the fact, I pre- 
fer not to yield. Ido not think a general discus- 
sion upon this subject would be at all profitable 
at this time, 

Mr. MALLORY. Lask the gentleman to with- 
draw his motion, and yield the floor uncondition- 
ally. 1 will renew his motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. Very well. 1 withdraw 
the motion, and yield the floor unconditionally. 

Mr. MALLORY obtained the floor. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I rise toa question of order. 
I submit that the floor having been assigned to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, he has no right 


| to yield it in such a way that one gentleman shail 


get it, and another gentleman shall not. 

Mr.MALLORY. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania has yielded the floor unconditionally. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I make the point of order, 
and ask the Chair to decide it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not sce that 
the gentleman makes any point of order. The 
gentleman from Kentucky is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MALLORY. [| shali redeem my implied 
pledge to the House not to take up much of their 
time upon this matter. I merely wish to put my- 
self right in regard toa statement made to my 
venerable colleague who has just addressed the 
House. 
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I cordially concur in most of the sentiments 
expressed by my colleague in regard to this letter 
of General Hunter, which a few days since was 
read from the Clerk’s desk. Neither he nor any 
other man can condemn in severer terms than I do 


the whole spirit of that letter and its whole style. | 


No man can disapprove more strongly the sys- 
tem of arming slaves, which that general has 
sought to inaugurate in the South, as shown by 
his letter to the Secretary of War. I believe, as 
my colleague does, and as I hope many gentlemen 
of the Republican party in this House believe, 
that it is contrary to the rules that should govern 
a civilized nation in conducting a war. 

I shrink from arming the slave, using him to 


shoot down white men, knowing his depraved na- | 


ture as ldo. I would as soon think of enlisting 
the Indian, and of arming him with the tomahawk 
and scalping knife, to be let loose upon our rebel- 


lious countrymen, as to arm the negro in this con- | 


test. 


But I recollect, and I shall continue to do so as | 
long as I live, the scene which occurred in this | 


Hall when that memorable letter was read at the 
Clerk’s desk. Many things have been said here, 


many statements have gone the rounds of the pub- | 


lic press about the indecorum and disorder which 
prevail in this Hall, that, in my opinion, were 
calumnies upon the character of this House; but 
none of them can overdraw the picture which was 
presented here the other day when that letter was 
read. The scene was one of which I think this 
House should forever be ashamed. 

We were here in the consideration of questions 
the most solemn and grave that ever claimed the 


attention ofan American Congress. Grave consid- | 
eration, calm and deliberate reflection, should have | 


characterized the proceedings of this body onthat 
occasion. But, sir, when that letter was read at 
the Clerk’s desk, a spectator in the gallery would 
have supposed we were here witnessing the per- 
formance of a buffoon or of a low farce actor upon 
the stage. And the reading of the letter on that 
occasion, containing, as it did, sentiments calcu- 
lated to shock humanity, written in a style show- 
ing the contempt of the writer for this House, was 
received with loud applause and boisterous man- 
ifestations of approbation by the Republican mem- 
bers of the House. I never witnessed a scene 
more deeply mortifying. I shall not lose the mem- 
ory of it while I live. It was a scene, in my opin- 
ion, disgraceful to the American Congress. 


Mr. COLFAX. I rise to a question of order. 


lated the rule of the House. I perceive that l was 
out of order. 

I remarked to the House, when I sought to in- 
terrupt my colleague while he was on the floor, 
that I did not concur with him in his expression 
of censure upon the Secretary of War. My rea- 
son for that was, that I have a well-founded con- 
fidence that the Secretary of War will disapprove 


the conduct of General Hunter. | have good rea- | 
son to believe that this action of General Hunter 
will bring down upon him the censure of the Sec- | 


retary of War. 
I believe that the confidence I have thus ex- 
pressed is not misplaced; and I think so for this 


reason: on one occasion, some two or three weeks | 
since, while attending to some matters of business | 


at the office of the ed of War with twoor 
my colleagues, as we were leaving, the Secretary 
called me back and exhibited a letter so folded that 


neither the name nor date was visible, saying, |) 


‘here is a letter from an officer of the Army, 
asking authority to raise and arm a regiment of 


States. I have called you back to ask you what 
answer I ought to give him.”’ I replied: ‘ Mr. 


Secretary, if you will allow me to dictate your | 


answer, it will be no; and | would make that no 
as emphatic as the English language would enable 
me to make it.””) He then remarked that he had 
done more than that; he had not only refused, but 
had ordered the arrest of the officer asking the 
authority, 


Now, sir, after this convergation with the Sec- 


retary of War, in the presence of two of my col- | 
leagues, who [ know concur in my recollection || 


ofthe matter, I thought I had reason to believe that 
my colleague was mistaken in supposing and as- 
suming that the Secretary of War approved and 
sanctioned the arming of negroes. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I wish to ask the gentleman 


|| to allow a reply by the other side. 


Mr. MALLORY. I beg pardon for having vio- |, 





from Kentucky if he means to say that the Secre- 
tary of War ordered the arrest of this officer for 
making the suggestion? 

Mr. MALLORY. He made the remark as I 
have stated it. 


Mr. ASHLEY. 


What I desired to know was, | 


whether his remark left upon the mind of the gen- | 
tleman the impression that the Secretary of War | 
had ordered the arrest of this officer for making 


the suggestion he has named ? 
Mr. MALLORY. The Secretary stated that 


he had refused the authority, and the impression 


left upon my mind was that he had ordered the | 


arrest of this officer because he had made this 
proposition to him. I think he said there were 
other reasons for ordering his arrest, but the Sec- 
retary of War, so far as | recollect, did not state 
them. There are others present who heard the 
conversation who could corroborate the statement 
I have made, but I have no idea that the Secretary 
of War will deny the correctness of it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman whether, in his judgment, if the Secretary 


of War arrested this man for such a proposition, | 


consistency would not have required him to ar- 
rest General Hunter for this letter which has been 
read ? 


Mr. MALLORY. 


I desire to utter no words 


of censure against the Secretary of War in con- | 


nection with this letter of General Hunter. He 
may make it the basis of further inquiry, on which 
his action will be taken; and inasmuch as the Sec- 
retary of War had given me reasons to believe he 


had refused the authority asked for, and censured | 


and punished that officer for proposing to him the 
enlistment of a negro regiment, he would certainly 
give usan expression of his disapprobation of this 
conduct of General Hunter. 
until he has had time to say to us whether or not 


he approves of the letter. 1 think that letter dis- | 


graceful to General Hunter; and [ hope never to 


be called upon to say I consider it disgraceful to | 
the Secretary of War because he has indorsed it. | 


He has not done it yet, and I hope he never will; 
and [ think I have good ground for that hope. 


In accordance with my implied understanding | 
with the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | now | 
move to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. | 
As the gentleman from | 


Mr. McKNIGHT. 
Kentucky has not, as I understood he would, con- 
fined himself to a personal explanation, but has 
gone into a general discussion, | think itright now 


will allow the House to decide the question. 


The motion tolay on the table was notagreed to. | 


Mr. STEVENS. I did not design to agitate a 
question of this kind at this time, and I do not 
know that I should if it had not been for the sup- 
nlemental speech of the gentleman from Kentucky 
far. Ma tory] last upon the floor. But, sir, [do 
design now to say a few words, and but a few 
words—being quite out of health this morning— 
expressive of my sentiments upon this subject. | 


And I want to wait | 


I therefore | 
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do not know whether or not anybody will agree | 


with me. The gentleman from Kentucky, who 
opened this debate, found fault with the Admin- 


istration in reference to the conduct of the war. | 


Sir, there we happen to agree. There are many 


things in the conduct of this war of which I can- | 


not approve. I cannot approve of setting gen- 
erals who sympathize with slavery at the head of 
our armies, or setting our generals, under express 
orders, to pursue and return fugitives from trai- 
tors. [ cannot consent to that portion of the con- 
duct of the war which sets our armies to watch 


rs ; ' | the property of rebel soldiers in arms against us, 
negroes for the military service of the United || 


rather than allow it to be oceupied by our own | 


troops, while,in the mean time, our soldiers, sick 
and wounded, are placed in. swamps filled with 


| deadly miasma, which destroys health and unfits 


our men to meet the enemy. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of lilinois. I would inquire of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, when he makes 
these charges against the conduct of the war, 
whether he applies them to the President and Sec- 
retary of War, or merely to the generals in the 
field ? 

Mr.STEVENS. I intend it shall apply where 
ever it belongs. I am no sycophant, no parasite. 
What I think I say. These acts have been perpe- 
trated over and over again by our generals, and 
without rebuke from the appointing power; and I 
leave the House and the world to determine where 
the responsibility rests. 
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Mr. KELLOGG, of Mlinois. Will the gentle- 


man be frank enough to state whether he charges 
that upon the Administration? 

Mr. STEVENS. I charge it upon the manage- 
ment of the war and upon the different branches 
of the Administration, I believe the President— 
and Ldo not mean to flatter—is as honest a man as 
there isin the world; but I believe him to be too 
easy and amiable, and to be misled by the malign 
influence of Kentucky counselors, and, following 
that advice, that he has permitted the adoption of 
the policy which | have just stated without rebuke. 

Mr. MALLORY. May L ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania if he is attempting to ridiculé 
the delegates from Kentucky, or whatis he doing? 

Mr. STEVENS. I have not said one word 
ubout the delegates from Kentucky, nor do I al- 
lude to any gentleman in this House. 

Mr. MALLORY. Then it seemsto me thatthe 
gentleman must be attempting to perpetrate a joke 
upon the House. 

Mr. STEVENS. It is no joke at all; there are 
rowers behind the throne greater than the throne 
itself as well in this country as elsewhere. To 
no member of the House from Kentucky or else- 
where do I say any word of disrespect, nor do I 
wish it understood that 1 am speaking of them at 
all. Sir, so far, I have the pleasure, if pleasure 
it be, to concur with gentlemen from Kentucky in 
condemning that part of the conduct of the war 
to which L have alluded. 

Sir, I go further; I agree with the gentleman 
in not liking the answer of the Secretary of War 
to the resolution which was sent to him by this 
House, at the suggestion of the distinguished gen- 
tleman from Kentucky. I did not think it, at the 
time, quite ingenuous. I had had some commu- 
nications, which I will not relate now, with the 
Secretary of War, and I did not think until this 
morning—when | am convinced from what has 
been said by the gentleman from Kentucky that 
Iam wrong in my ideas of his opinions—that he 
held any such doctrine as that stated by the gen- 
tleman. I thought the Secretary of War hekl a 
different doctrine. Hence,1 thought his answer 
not quite ingenuous. 

Mr. MALLORY. I would not have alluded 
to what I stated to the House this morning if there 
was a possibility of supposing that the communi- 
cation made to me by the Secretary of War had 
been confidential or private. I stated to the House 
that those remarks were made by him in his pub- 
lic office in the presence of two of my colleagues, 
and with his officials around him. [I supposed the 
declaration wasa public one, and that he intended 
it pro bono publico. Ihave used it elsewhere than 
in this House. 

Mr. STEVENS. Ido not doubt this communi- 
cation or censure its promulgation here; but Lam 
giving the reason why I, at the time that com- 
munication was sent into the House, thought it 
not quite ingenuous; for I had conceived the idea 
that hissentiments were different from what f now 
find them to be. Inaccordance with what I then 
thought to be his views, I expected he would an- 
swer that communication by saying ** that he had 
sentarmsand clothing to ourgenerals in the South, 
with orders to-use them, and put them into the 
hands of all loyal men who were ready to defend 
the Union.’’ If he had given that answer, it 
would have been in accordance with what, up to 
that time, I had supposed to be his sentiments and 
opinions. I regret to find that | was mistaken. 

Now, sir, with regard to the policy which has 
been so much condemned, ofarming negroes in this 
war. Thegentleman last up says it is against the 
usage of civilized nations. Ideny it. | say itis 
in exact accordance with the usages of all civilized 
nations, and no word in history can be found in 
any single publicistto the contrary. It isthe usage 
of every nation at war with anc ther to liberate 
their slaves and take them into the service to wer 
with their former masters. It was the practice in 
the revolutionary war in this country, on both 
sides. The British, by proclamation, held out in- 
ducements and armed them. Rhode Island, by her 
decree, armed them, gave them liberty, and took 
them into the service of the United States; and I 
venture to say that in the last war General Jackson 
did the same thing. His proclamation shows that 
he called upon them, offered them their liberty, and 
those, too, not the slaves of rebels, but the slaves 


_ of loyal men, and they fought the enemies of their 


country. 
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Mr. WICKLIFFE. Does the gentleman say 


that Jackson issued a proclamation at New Or- 
leans? 

Mr. STEVENS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Have you a copy of it, 
and can I see it? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Ihave acopy, and I will read 
it. First I will read the law of Rhode Island, 
which has been cited: 

“Whereas, for the preservation of the rights and liberties 
of the United States, it is necessary that the whole powers 
of Government should be exerted in recruiting the Conti- 
nental battalions; and whereas his Excellency, General 
Washington, hath inclosed to this State a proposal, made to 
him by Brigadier General Varnum, to enlist into the two bat 


talions raising by this State such slaves as should be willing | 


to enter into the service; and whereas history affords us fre- 


quent precedents of the wisest, the freest, and bravest na- 


tions having liberated their slaves and enlisted them as sol- 
diers to fight in defense of their country; and also whereas 
the enemy, with a great force, have taken possession of the 
eapital, and of a great part of this State, and this State is 
obliged to raise a very considerable number of troops for its 
own immediate defense, whereby itis in a manner rendered 
impossible for this State to furnish recruits for the said two 
battalions, without adopting the said measure so recom- 
mended: 

“Tt is voted and resolved, That every able-bodied negro, 
mulatto, or Indian man slave in this State may enlist into 
either of the said two battalions, to serve during the continn- 
ance of the present war with Great Britain; that every slave 
so enlisting shall be entitled toand receive all the bounties, 
wages, and encouragements, allowed by the Continental 
Congress to any soldier enlisting into their service. 

“Jt is further voted and resolved, That every slave so en- 
listing shall, upon his passing muster before Colonel Christo- 
pher Greene, be immediately discharged from the service of 
his master or mistress, and be absolutely free, as though he 
had never been incumbered with any kind of servitude or 
slavery; and in case such slave shall, by sickness or other- 
wise, be rendered unabie to maintain himself, he shall not 
be chargeable to bis master or mistress, but shall be sup- 
ported at the expense of the State.” 


During the reading of the above, the following 
proceedings tooks place: 

Mr. STEVENS. Oh, that is not Jackson’s 
proclamation. The other is not denied. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. This is the Rhode Island 
case. 

Mr. STEVENS. Ah, well, that is familiar to 
all readers of history. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. It does not necessarily fol- 
low that itis familiar to gentlemen upon the other 
side of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania yield tothe gentleman from Illinois? 

Mr. STEVENS. Yes, sir; I do not like to re- 
fuse, 

Mr. Lovesoy then finished the reading of the 
above. 

Mr. STEVENS. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Hurcnis] furnishes me with General Jack- 
son’s proclamation, which is as follows: 


Heavquarrers, Seventa Mivitary District, 
Monte, September 21, 1814. 
To the free colored inhabitants of Louisiana: 

‘Through a mistaken policy you have been heretofore de- 
prived of a participation in the glorious struggle for national 
rights in which our country is engaged. ‘This no longer 
shall exist. 

As sons of freedom, you are now called upon to defend 
our most inestimable blessing. As Americans, your coun- 
try looks with confidence to her adopted children for a val- 
orous support, as a faithful return for the advantages en- 
joyed under ber mild and equitable government. As fathers, 
husbands, and brothers, you are summoned to rally around 
the standard of the eagle to defend all which is dear in ex- 
istence. 

Your country, although calling for vour exertions, does 
not wish you to engage in her cause without remunerating 
you for the services rendered. Your intelligent minds are 
not to be led away by false representations. Your love of 
honor would cause you to despise the man who should at- 
tempt to deceive you. With the sincerity of a soldier and 
the language of truth I address you. 

To every noble-hearted freeman of color volunteering to 
serve during the present contest with Grent Britain, and 
no longer, there will be paid the same bounty, in money 
and lands, now received by the white soldiers of the Uni- 
ted States, namely, $124 in moncy, and one hundred and 
sixty acres of land. The non-commissioned officers and 
privates will also be entitied to the same monthly pay, daily 
rations, and clothes, furnished to any American soldier. 

On enrolling yourseives in companies, the major generat 
commanding will select officers for your government from 
your white fellow-citizens. Your non-commissioned offi- 
cers will be appointed trom among yourselves. 

Due regard will be paid to the feelings of freemen and 
soldiers. You will not, by being associated with white 
men in the same corps, be exposed to improper comparison 
or unjust sarcasm. As a distinct, independent battalion or 
regiment, pursuing the path of glory, you will, undivided, 
reeeive the applause and gratitude of your countrymen. 

To assure you of the sincerity of my intentions, and my 
anxiety to engage your invaluable services to our country, 
I have communicated my wishes to the Governor of Lou- 
isiana, who is fully informed as to the manner of enroll- 
ments, and wiil give you every necessary information on 
the subject of this address. ANDREW JACKSON, 

Major General Commanding. 
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Mr. LOVEJOY. And now, if the gentleman 
will allow me, I will read the address of General 
Jackson to his colored soldiers. 


Mr. STEVENS. Very well. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I read it from the Life of | 


Jackson: 


*« Soldiers! from the shores of Mobile I collected you 
to arms; I invited you to share in the perils and to divide 
the glory of your white countrymen. I expected much 
from you, for | was not uninformed of those qualities which 
must render you so formidable to an invading foe. | knew 
that you could endure hunger and thirst, and all the hard- 


ships of war. I knew that you loved the land of your na- | 
tivity, and that, like ourselves, you had to defend all that 


is most dear to man; but you surpass my hopes. I[ have 
found in you, united to those qualities, that noble enthu- 
siasm which impels to great deeds.”’ 

And now, if the gentleman will allow me, I 
want to add that Niles, in his History of the War 
of 1812, states that fully one fourth of the men 
who fought the battle of Lake Erie, under Com- 
modore Perry, were negroes. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. The gentleman is mis- 
taken in that. 

Mr. STEVENS. This is common history; 
the history of the world, and the history of our 
country; and I was astonished, therefore, at the 
remark of the gentleman who last addressed you 
from Kentucky. Ilagain assert, there is no record 
to the contrary in the history of nations every- 
where; nations have always employed colored 
men when it became necessary, and colored slaves 
where it was necessary—liberating them. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. Will the gentleman yield 
to me for a moment? 

Mr. STEVENS. Certainly. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. I desire to read a paper 
which has been furnished me by the librarian of 
the State of New York upon the subject of the 
employment of colored men in the armies of other 
countries: 

‘* NEGROES UNDER MONARCHICAL GOVERNMENTS.—The 
monarchical Governments of Europe and America, those 
that tolerate slavery and those that do not, alike agree in 
employing negroes armed for the public defense. They 
find that the burdens of war, and the sacrifice of life it oc- 
casions, are too great to be borne by the white race alone. 
They call upon the colored races therefore to share in the 
burden and to encounter, in common with the whites, the 
risks of loss of life. 

“Thus we find thatin the Spanish colony of Cuba, witha 


population one half slaves and one sixth colored, a militia | 


of tree blacks and mulattoes was directed by General Pez- 
ucla (Governor General) to be organized in 1854 throughout 
the island, and it was put upon an equal footing with re- 
gard to privilege with the regular army. This measure was 
not rescinded by Governor General Concha in 1855, but the 
black and mulatto troops have been made a permanent 


corps of the Spanisharmy. (Condensed in the very phrases | 


of Thrasher’s preface to his edition of Humboldt’s Cuba.) 
“In the Portuguese colonies on the coast of Africa, the 
regimeuts are chiefly composed of black men. At Prince’s 
island the garrison consists of a company of regular artil- 
lery of eighty, and a regiment of black militia of ten hun- 
dred and fifty-eight rank and file, of which the colonel is a 
white man. At St. Thomas’s there are two regiments of 
black militia. In Loando, the Portuguese can, on an emer- 
gency of war with the natives, bring into the field twenty- 
five thousand partially civilized blacks armed with mus- 
kets. Successful expeditions have actually been made with 
five thousand of them accompanied with three or four hun- 
dred white soldiers. (From Valdez’s Six Years on the 
West Coast of Africa. London: 1861. Two vols. 8vo.) 


“In the Dutch colony of the Gold Coast of Africa, with | 


a population of one hundred thousand, the garrison of the 
fortress consists of two hundred soldiers, whites, mulattves, 
and blacks, under a Dutch colonel. 

‘In the capital of the French colony of Senegal, on the 
same coast, at St. Louis, the defense of the place is in the 


hands of eight hundred white and three hundred black sol- | 


diers. (The preceding facts are also from Valdez.) 

‘*In the Danish island of St. Croix, in the West Indies, 
for more than twenty-five years past, there have been em- 
ployed two corps of colored soldiers, in the presence of 
slaves. (From Tuckerman’s Santa Cruz.) 

* In Brazil, notwithstanding its three million slaves, its 
monarchical Government employs all colors and races in the 
military service, either by enlistment or forcible seizure. 
The police of the city of Rio de Janeiro is a military organ- 
ization composed mostly of colored men, drilled and com- 
manded by army officers. The navy is principally manned 
by civilized aborigines. (Hidder; Ewbank.) 

** The cofirse pursued by the British Government in Ja- 
maica, Sierra Leone, and Hindostan, is so notorious as 
simply to need to be mentioned. 

* In Turkey, no distinction of color or race is made in the 
ranks of the regular army. Distinction is made, however, 
on the ground of difference of faith. ‘The army is composed 
of Mobammedans. Christians and Jews are never recruited. 
The result is one which the Government of Turkey to-day 
contemplates with alarm. Forthe last two hundred years, 
having been frequently engaged in war, her Mohammedan 
population has been greatly reduced thereby, while her 
Christian population, at one time greatly inferior in num- 
bers, has now by peace so extraordinarily increased as to 
bid fair soon to divide the empire. And she dare not now, 
in their strength, arm them as her soldiers as conscripts, 
notwithstanding her desire to do it.” 


Mr. STEVENS resumed the floor. 








Mr. DIVEN. Will the gentleman yield to me 


for a moment? 


Mr. STEVENS. I cannot refuse. 

Mr. DIVEN. I wish to take this opportunity, 
by the indulgence of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, to say thatI have regarded as one of the 
most important measures of legislation that has 
been neglected by this House a provision for mus- 
tering black men into our service. I have hada 
bill in my desk for the last two weeks, which I 
have sought an opportunity to introduce, prepared 
with as much care and deliberation as I could de- 
vote to it, providing for the mustering of black 
men into our service, and employing them in those 
regions where white men, until they are accli- 
mated, cannot be successful during the hot season; 
and, in my judgment, every hour that Congress 
neglects to provide such a force of acclimated men 
for the defense of the country which we have 
wrung from the rebels of the South, they are liv- 
ing in criminal neglect of the lives of white men. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman whether his bill provides for the enlistment 
of the slaves of runaway rebels? 

Mr. DIVEN. It provides for the enlistment of 
all, whether the slaves of rebels or not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. [am glad to know it. 

Mr. STEVENS. I thank the gentleman from 
New York for reading that portion of history 
which many of us knew, but ehaek many did not. 
I have just been told by a distinguished Senator 
from Vermont that during the last war he himself 
saw a regiment of colored soldters—the tenth regi- 
ment. I was not myself aware that there was any 
such regiment, but there is no doubt of the fact. 
I repeat again, therefore, that no variation from 
this policy can be found in the history of the world. 
I thank the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Diven] for the bill which he intended to introduce. 
I should have brought forward one before this if 
I could have afforded it, but I was nota * con- 
servative,’’ and it would have been called aboli- 
tionism. [Laughter.] Hence it would have been 
defeated. I did suggest the idea to a member of 
the Cabinet five months ago, and he was afraid of 
the same thing, although he eperepes of the em- 
ployment of colored soldiers. I say that it is the 
duty of this Government to follow out the policy 
which has been inaugurated by that gallant and 
sagacious soldier who now commands our army 
in South Carolina. I said at the opening of this 
session, and I repeat it, that you will never put 
down secession until you take that course. Ton 
cannot conquer the South so long as you leave 
them their slaves to cultivate the soil through the 
hot months, when that awful god with the silver 
bow shoots his fiery arrows to the very heart of 
every white man who goes into the South. Until 
you adopt that policy, even if you were to over- 
run all the cotton States, you must give them up 
in the summer, for you could not hold them. 
An overseer, as we all know perfectly well, on the 
rice plantations of South Carolina, dare not, al- 
though acclimated, stay outside his house after 
nightfall; but he goes within it, and the black man 
does the work. You must put acclimated soldiers, 
men whose peculiar constitutions will bear the 
climate, to be your sentinels amid the fogs and 
damps of the southern summer nights. If you put 
a white man to stand sentinel there for a single 
night, it is certain death to him. If there be any 
who hate this more than the rebellion, let them say 
so; those who desire that every northern volunteer 
shall fall a victim to the pestilential miasmas of the 
South, and that there shall then be a disgraceful 
submission to triumphant traitors, had better fol- 
low the course of our friends across the way, for | 
believe,as God is my judge, that such will be the 
inevitable result of thetr policy. 

Mr. Speaker, I will tell you my whole policy, 
for it amounts to nothing, Panes in practice. 
No man will listen to it, either in the Cabinet coun- 
cil or here, and therefore it can do no harm, not 
even to the new ‘ conservative’’ party, made up 
of the old Democratic party, of the border State 
Whigs, whoare now Democrats, and other sprink- 
lings. They will not, I am sure, be corrupted by 
whatI say. The evil will only fall upon myself. 
| am for sending the Army through the whole 
slave population of the South, and asking them 
to come from their masters, to take the weapons 
which we furnish, and to join us in this war of 
freedom against traitors and rebels. And until 
that policy is adopted, | again repeat, I have no 





ay! 





Sear ta 





1862. 








hope of success. I do not view it as an abolition 
or as an emancipation question. I view it as the 
means, and the only means, of putting down this 
rebellion; and if in doing that we extinguish the 
cause of the rebellion, I shall not mourn for it—I 
say the cause of the rebellion, which is slavery. 
Do we not all agree to that except slaveholders 
and a few other gentlemen who sympathize with 
them, whom I could name? Every religious de- 
nomination in the free States has within the last 
six months so pronounced it. The Methodists, 
that most numerous and not least pious of sects, 
have in their association, borne decided testimony 
that slavery is the real cause of this rebellion. 

Mr. MALLORY. I wish to say just here that 
I am as anxious as the gentleman from Pennsy]- 
vania can be, and I think from a stronger motive 
than self-interest, to put down this rebellion. 

Mr. STEVENS. I have no doubt of it. I do 
not doubt it. 

Mr. MALLORY. Let me say one word. 

Mr. STEVENS. We differ in opinion as to 
the mode. That is all. 

Mr. MALLORY. I believe that the slaves of 
southern rebels should be used by our Army as 
our Army advances. I believe that they should be 
taken and used for all the menial services of the 
camp, and to work upon fortificationssand every- 
thing of that sort. 
purposes legitimate; but I object to arming them 
for two reasons which I want to state to the gen- 
tleman for the purpose of putting myself right. 
The first of these reasons is, that when armed, they 
will be turned loose against those who have been 
heretofore their masters, and that when they get the 
ascendency their practice will be the indiscriminate 
slaughter of men, women, and children, wherever 


a? go. 
he second objection that I have is this: that you 
cannot for your life make of the slaves of the south- 


ern States an army whose services in the field | 
will pay for the expenses of organizing them. One | 
shot of a cannon would disperse thirty thousand 
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. . } 
I consider their uses for such | 
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to be told that it will not do to let black men shoot | 
and be shot instead of white men! I abhor the 
doctrine, and [ abhor and despise the policy which 
has murdered my neighbors and my friends. The 
blood of thousands and tens of thousands of free- 


men who, throughout this land, are moldering in | 


untimely graves, is upon the souls of this Con- 
gress and Cabinet. [** Hear!’’ “ Hear!’’ 


this expression of sentiment. 


I was going on to say that slavery was the cause | 
I have said that one religious sect, | 


of this war. 
which I havenamed, had sodecided. IL have looked 


into the matter, and [I see that the Baptists, the | 
next most numerous sect, the lineal descendants | 


of the Puritans and the inheritors of their stern 
and honest principles, have proclaimed that sla- 
very is the sole cause of this war. The Lutherans 
and German Reformed, who met recently in synod 
in my own town and in Allentown, came to the 
same resolution. Those benevolent sects, the 
Universalists and Unitarians, have lately passed 
the same decree. The New School Presbyterians 
most emphatically, and the Old School Presbyte- 
rians, that powerful church under the lead of that 
noble son of Kentucky, that eloquent divine, Rob- 
ert J. Breckinridge, have passed a decree as em- 
phatic as language could make it, that slavery is 
the cause of this war. The United Presbyterian 
church, embracing the Associate and the Asso- 
ciate Reformed churches, have announced it as 
their judgment that slavery is the cause of the war. 

I have lately read the pastoral letter, written in 
Passion week, of the Bishop of Orleans, in France 
—a great and good and wise bishop—in which he 
takes up the question of this insurrection and of 
slavery, condemns the insurrection and slavery as 
the sole cause of it, and enjoins on those who be- 
lieve in that church to follow his example. He 
sets forth as a dogma of the church, which is not 
to be disputed, the unity of the human family. 
His letter contains as follows: 


‘* That is the pure spirit of the Gospel and of Jesus Christ; 


from | 


the gallery.) God forbid that I should withhold | 


| tion is pursuing a wise policy. 


| and treasure. 
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eat, they sleep, they have some hours of repose, perhaps 
even may be dissipated at pleasure; but have they the do 

mestic hearth, have they the family, have they freedom? 
Poor disinterested ones of the human family, they have lost 
not only the right of primogeniture, but all rights, and be- 
cause they are sometimes allowed a plate of lentils, proc- 
lamation is made that they are hapgy !”? 

None but heretics will deny these truths, for 
they but expose the well-known sentiments of the 
Holy Father. 

Now, sir, I say that General Hunter has done 
that for which, if this Administration rebuke him, 
it would deserve to be driven out—not as some 
gentlemen in this House would drive them out, 
at the point of the bayonet, but it would deserve 
to be driven from its position, and another Cab- 


| inet taken which would save the white man’s life, 
| end this war, and, if it must be, asa consequence, 
| extinguish the cause of it. 


Sir, I can no longer agree that this Administra- 
I am sorry to be 
obliged to agree with the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky in condemning the policy of the Adminis- 
tration, although itis fora different cause entirely. 
I cannot agree to the policy which is forbidding 
the employment and ltberation of these men. Lts 
policy ought to be to order our Army wherever 
they go, to free the slaves, to enlist them, to arm 


| them, to discipline them, as they have been en- 


listed, armed, and disciplined every where else and 
as they can be here, and set them to shooting their 
masters if they will not submit to this Govern- 
ment. Call that savage, if you please. Sir, 1 can 


| hardly desire to see more of my countrymen called 


into this war to help to shoot these masters and 
be shot themselves, until this policy is adopted, 
and until the South shall have penioved up her 
full share of men—freed men—ere others can be 
expected to fight for the liberties of the country, 
and shall have rendered up her full share of life 
I would not only liberate them, but 
{ would seize every foot of land, and every dol- 
lar of their property as our armies go along, and 


|| put it to the uses of the war and to the pay of 
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of them. 

Mr. STEVENS. Then they will do no injury 
to the rebels who fight them. hy, then, object | 
to them as a savage and barbarous race, if one gun | 
will disperse an army of them? 

Mr. MALLORY. I have just stated the reason. 

Mr. STEVENS. I know, Mr. Speaker, that | 
the gentleman from Kentucky is sincere. He and 
I only differ about the mode. That is all. I say 
that | am in favor of employing slaves against 
their former masters. I am glad that the gentle- 
man from Kentucky is for employing them for 
some purpose. For what purpose? Why, for 
some menial purpose. I suppose they would be 
kept employed till after peace is made, and then | 


our debts. I would plant the South with a mil- 
itary colony if L could not make them submit 
otherwise. I would sell their lands to the soldiers 
of independence; I would send those soldiers there 
with arms in their hands to occupy the heritage 
of traitors, and build up there a land of free men 
and of freedom, which, fifty years hence, would 
swarm with its hundreds of millions without a 
slave upon its soil, 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 
tion. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I ask the gentleman to 
yield until I can offer a resolution. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. Oh! we 
have fought this war with resolutions long enough. 


is it not thus that the divine Redeemer of mankind an- | 
nounced his mission to the world? ‘ The Spirit of the Lord | 
is bestowed on me,’ said he, ‘to teach the Gospel to the 
poor, to console those who weep, t% cure the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and to those 
who are in bondage, liberty.’ 

“And, after the divine Master, is it not Saint Paul, one of 
his most fervent discipies, who shouted forth to the Pagan 
world the sublime outery, ‘There exist no longer either 
masters or slaves, for we all are brothers in Jesus Christ.’ 
Well, even at this day, in Christian lands, after eighteen 
centuries of Christianity, after those words of Jesus Christ, || 
after that cry of Saint Paul, there still are slaves! 

“Gentlemen, it is for this miserable and cruelly-oppressed 
portion of humanity that I come to ask your prayers. Yes, 
let us pray; Jet us pray for those poor slaves. And ifI feel 
myself impelled, at this hour, to commend to you this sad 
and holy cause, and to beg your prayers, itis because of the 
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I demand the previous ques- 


Pe 


sent back to their masters unhurt, under the fugi- 


tive slave law. In the mean time I am for putting | 


them in the front rank of this battle. 1 would 
raise a hundred thousand of them to-morrow, and 
have them drilled. History tells us that they make 
the best and most docile soldiers in the world. 
They are not barbarians in nature. They area 
people as well calculated to be humanized as any 
other. From the time of Homer to the present 
time, the ‘* blameless sons of Ethiopia’’ has been 
a proverb. It is false to say that they are not ca- 
pable of being made good soldiers and humane 
soldiers. In St. Domingo the slaves, while fight- 


ing for liberty, saved their white masters, and sent | 
off many who escaped. Where they could not | 


help it, they killed their masters, as they had a 
right todo. Sir, | would put these slaves in the 
front of the battle. I would take away all those 
who help the rebels to raise grain through the 
heats of summer, and then the rebels would starve. 
I would put these slaves where they could fight 
their former masters. If men are to be shot in 
this war, let it not be our cousins, relatives, and 
friends. Let it be the slaves of those traitors who 
have caused this war. I would to God that a hun- 
dred thousand of them had been at Richmond to 
receive the first fire of their villainous masters. 
Instead of that, the policy which this Government 
has pursued, and which this Congress has pur- 
sued—compelled to it by such sentiments as | hear 
on that side—has desolated Pennsylvania. The 
flower of our people are moldering in the swamps 
of Virginia because we will not employ those a 
ought to be fighting this battle. New England in 
every hamlet mourns herdead. Sodo the middle 
and western States. And I amto stand here and 





holy season in which we are, and also of news recently re- 


ceived from distant countries, where this grave question is | 


sorely agitated, and toward which the attention of all Eu- 
rope is directed. 

** The truth is, that the old and the new continents are 
disturbed. Politicians harangue for and against; trade is 
interrupted ; blood flows in civil war. We, gentlemen, 
pray. In great social crises, in which we cannot remain 
indifferent lookers-on, it is prayer alone that becomes our 
great duty. 

* Do not suppose, sirs, that I may take part in the lament- 
able quarrel which divides the United States of America. 
I am told the North merits little more of sympathy than the 
South; that questions of commercial tariffs, or of political 
predominance, have had more influence than the question 
of slavery on the secession out of which the civil war has 
issued. [ am assured that the abolition party has rendered 


itself odious by its extravagances, while the slave-owners | 


often are men of good faith and of good hearts. I am told 
of more Catholics at the South than at the North, and of 
citizens enlisted in both armies, animated by equal patriot- 
ism, who, on either side, sincerely believe that they are 
acting justly. 

“It is said if the Union be reconstructed the emancipa- 
tion of the slaves is not certain, and if the separation be- 
comes complete, that emancipation is not impossible. Its 
wished to persuade me that the interests of our manufac- 
turers are with the South, of our commerce with the North; 
that we ought to desire the upholding and the union of a 
people whom we aided to set free, and which serves to 
counterpoise other nations ; or, on the other side, that we 
should fear the aggrandizement of a people whose example 
and encroaching spirit menaces the world. 

“IT do not know all that. But what I do know is, that 
there are still four million slaves in the United States, two 
million in the rest of America, together six million slaves in 
Christian countries eighteen\hundred years after the cruci- 
fixion. What I do knowis, that the horrors of civil war have 
been let loose by this fearful question, and that the peace of 
the world is threatened, and is already disturhed.”’ 

ca * * * * * * * * * 

* T understand the objections of those who plead for sla- 
very ; I do not desire to discuss them at length. Not that 
they do not tell me that slaves are happy, and besides that 
established facts become lawful through duration of time. 
Slaves are happy. Yes, perhaps, under good masters ; they 


| this on both sides. 


| motion to la 








For God’s sake let us stop that mode. 

Mr. MAYNARD. e have heard enough of 
I hope the demand for the 
previous question will not be withdrawn. 

The House divided; and the Speaker an- 
nounced—ayes 61, noes 36. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I raise the question of 
order that the motion to lay on the table could 
not be made while the House was being divided. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
on the table is in order. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. While the House is 
dividing on the pending question ? 

The SPEAKER. ot until the count is com- 
pleted, but the House was not dividing at that 
time. The Chair overrules the point of order. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Oh! I knew you would. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I cali for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay on the table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 5 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 74, nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Baker, 
Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Jacob B. Blair, Samuel 8. Biair, 
Blake, Buffinton, Campbell, Chamberlin, Clark, Colfax, 
Roscoe Conkling, Cutler, Dawes, Diven, Dunn, Edwards, 
Eliot, Ely, Fessenden, Frank, Granger, Gurley Hale, Han- 
ehett, Hutchins, Julian, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kel- 
logg, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, Low, McKnight, Mc Pher- 
son, Maynard, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. 
Morrill, Olin, Patton, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, John UH. Rice, 
Riddle, Sargent, Sedgwick, Shanks, Sheffield, Shellabar- 
ger, Sherman, Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, Benjamin F. 
Thomas, Train, Trimble, Trowbridge, Van Horn, Van 
Valkenburgh, Wallace, Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, 
Albert 8. White, Wilson, Windom, and Worcester—74. 

NAYS—Mesers. William Allen, William J. Allen, George 
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H. Browne, Calvert, Corning, Cox, Cravens, Crisfield, 
Crittenden, Dunlap, Grider, Harding, Holman, Knapp, 
Law, Maliory, Menzies, Morris, Norton, Pendieton, Jonn 
8. Phelps, Robinson, James 5. Rollins, Shiel, William G. 
Stecle, Voorhees, Ward, Webster, and Wickliffe—29, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
iS Jeietgecolntion (S.No. 83) of thanks to Captain 
| David G. Farragut, of the United States Navy, and 
| to the officers and men under his command; 
Joint resolution (S. No. 66) expressive of the 








not less than one third of the aggregate sum of said deposits 
shall at all times be reserved in the Treasury of the United 
States, or from issue under tlis act, for the purpose of se- 
curing prompt payment of such deposits on demand. 

And insert instead thereof as follows: 
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So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
: w 

table. 
3efore the vote was announced, 


Mr. RICHARDSON said: Mr. Speaker, I am | 


paired off with my colleague, Mr. AnNoxp, on all 


subjects relating to the negro; otherwise I should | 


upon this question vote in the negative. 
Mr. TRAIN stated that Mr. Rice, of Massa- 
chusetts, was paired with Mr. Wapsworrna. 


Mr. STEELE, of New York, stated that Mr. | 


Francnort had paired with Mr. Smirnu. 
Mr. 


absent on account of sickness. 


Mr. McPHERSON stated that his colleagues, | 


Mr. Batty and Mr. Covope, had paired. 

Mr. WINDOM stated that Mr. Potrer was 
necessarily absent from the House. 

Mr. PENDLETON stated that his colleagues, 
Mr. Varianpicuam and Mr. Wuire, were both 
absent, and paired with some gentlemen, he had 
forgotten with whom. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 

Hickey, their Chief Clerk, informing the House 


that the Senate had passed joint resolutions and | 


bills of the House of the following titles: 
Joint resolution (No. 87) to confirm the adverse 


decision of the Court of Claims in the case of || 


Dennis Cronans; 

Joint resolution (No. 88) to confirm the adverse 
decision of the Court of Claims in the case of T. 
8S. J. Johnson; 

Joint resolution (No. 89) to confirm the adverse 
decision of the Court of Claims in the case of the 
executor of Lewis Warrington and others; 

Joint resolution (No. 90) to confirm the adverse 


decision of the Court of Claims in the case of 


Abraham King, administrator of John Mande- 
ville; 

Joint resolution (No. 91) to confirm the adverse 
decision of the Court of Claims in the case of 
Richard Irwin, trustee of the Mechanics’ Bank, 
New York; 

Joint resolution (No. 92) to confirm the adverse 
decision of the Court of Claims in the case of C. 
J. Jenkins and W. W. Mason, assignee of John 
McKinnie; 

An act (No. 529) concerning certain lands here- 
tofore granted to the State of lowa; 


An act (No. 543) relating to schools for the ed- | 


ucation of colored children in the cities of Wash- 
ington and Georgetown, in the District of Colum- 
bia; 

An act (No. 545) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to appoint a deputy collector of the 


customs at Chincoteague island, in the State of | 


Virginia; 

An act (No. 549) to abolish certain ports of de- 
livery in the Mississippi valley; and 

An act (No. 540) making appropriations for the 
payment of the bounty authorized by the sixth 
section of an actentitled ** An act to authorize the 
employment of volunteers to aid in enforcing the 
laws and protecting public property,”’ approved 
July 22, 1861, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that the Senate 
had passed a bill (H.R. No.550) to further provide 
for the collection of the revenue upon the northern 
frontier, with amendments; in which he was di- 
rected to ask the concurrence of the House. 

The message further announced that the Sen- 
ate had passed bills of the following titles; in which 
he was directed to ask the concurreice of the 
House: 

A bill (No. 318) for relief in the land claim in 
California, known as the land cluim of Francisco 
Soberanes, to a traet of land known as Saujon de 
Santa Rita; aad 

A bill (No. 380) repealing the law requiring 
bonds of paymasters and assistant paymasters to 
be approved by the judge or attorney of the dis- 
trict in which such paymaster shall reside. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had exam- 
ined and found truly enrolled bills of the following 
titles; to which the Speaker thereupon affixed his 
signature: 





DAWES stated that Mr. Deano was | 
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|| thanks of Congress to Lieutenant J. L. Worden, 


of the United States Navy, and to the officers and 
men under his command in the Monitor; 

A bill (S. No. 256) for the relief of the widows 
and orphans of the officers, seamen, and marines 
of the United States ships Cumberland and Con- 

ress; 

A bill (S. No. 303) for the relief of D. G. Far- 
ragut; 

Jointresolution (S. No.61) tendering the thanks 
of Congress to Captain Louis M. Goldsborough 
and officers, petty officers, seamen, and marines 
under his command, for the victory at Roanoke 
Island; 

Joint resolution (S. No. 77) for the relief of the 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates 
of the battalion of marines on board the transport 
Governor, on the 3d of November, 1861; 

A bill (S. No. 362) in relation to the Post OF 
| fice Department; 

A bill (S. No. 307) to grant the right of pre- 
emption to settlers on certain lots in Wisconsin; 
and 

Joint resolution ($. No. 85) to compensate the 
crew of the United States steamer Varuna for cloth- 
ing and other property lost in the public service. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 
Mr. STEVENS. 


I ask the consent of the 


Ways and Means, House bill No. 187 to author- 


| ize an additional issue of United States notes and | 


for other purposes, with the amendments of the 
Senate thereto. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. STEVENS. I have not been instructed 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to make 
any recommendations to the House relative to 
these amendments, but in accordance with my 
own views, and at the request of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, I will move to non-concur in all the 


the motion. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I hope the gen- 
| tleman will not call the previous question at this 
time. I hope the amendments of the Senate will 
be concurred in. 


Mr. STEVENS. I suppose these amendments 


|| are well understood. I do hot propose myself to 


discuss them at all. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to suggest that as the 
amendments are all somewhat similar in charac- 
| ter, a single vote be taken upon all of them, and 
| that it be taken by yeas and nays. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. | will merely say 
| in respect to one of the amendments, that it limits 
| the issue of Treasury notes of a less denomina- 

tion than five dollars to $25,000,000, and that 
| many gentleman believe that amount to be aslarge 
| as we ought to authorize. 

Mr. STEVENS. If the gentleman desires, he 
has the right to call separate votes upon the sev- 
eral amendments. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I will not insist 
upon separate votes. I shall, however, vote in 
favor of concurring in the amendments of the 
Senate. 

No objection being made, the proposition that 
the amendments of the Senate be disposed of by 
a single vote was assented to. 

The amendments of the Senate were read, as 
follows: 

First amendment: 


Page 1, line seven, strike out ** fifty,’’ and insert *‘ twenty- 
five,’? so as to make the clause read as follows: 

Provided, That no note shall be issued for the fractional 
part of a dollar, and not more than $25,000,000 shall be of 
lower denominations than five dollars. 


| Second amendment. 


Page 2, line eight, after the word “thereof,” insert as 
fullows: 


Provided, however, That any notes issued under this act 
may be paid in coin instead of being received in exchange 


tion of the Seeretary of the Treasury. 
Third amendment: 


Page 3, strike out after the word “ deposits,’’ in line 
¢ hteen, to the word certificate, in line twenty-four, as 
OlloWs : 

Provided, however, That United States notes to an amount 


| for certificates of deposit, asabove specified, at the discre- 








House to report back from the Committee of | 


amendments, and call the previous question upon 








And of the amounts of United States notes a*..orized by 
this act not less than $75,000,000 shall be reserved for the 


| purpose of securing prompt payment of such deposits when 


demanded, and shail be issued and used only when, in the 
judgment of the Secretary of the Treasury, the same, orany 
part thereof, may be needed for that purpose. 


Fourth amendment: 


Add at the end of the bill as follows: 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, ‘That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized, under such 
regulations as he may prescribe, to make any officer or de- 
positary designated to receive and keep any moneys col- 
lected under and by virtue of an actentitied **An act to pro- 
vide internal revenue to support the Government and pay 
interest on the public debt,” a disbursing agent of the Treas- 
ury for the payment of allinterest due to the citizens of any 
State where such place of deposit may be established, upon 
Government securities issued by authority of law. 


Mr. HOLMAN called for the yeas and nays on 


| concurring in the amendments of the Senate. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 36, nays 58; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. William Allen, Baker, George H. 
Browne, Buffinton, Calvert, Roscoe Conkling, Corning, 
Cox, Cravens, Diven, Eliot, English, Fouke, Goodwin, Gri- 
der, Holmaif, Knapp, Law, Mallory, Menzies, Justin 8. 
Morrill, Morris, Olin, John 8. Phelps, Pike, Porter, Richard- 
son, Robinson, Edward H. Rollins, John B. Steele, Benja- 


| min F. Thomas, Voorhees, Walton, Webster, Wickliffe, 
| and Wilson—36. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Baxter, 
Beaman, Bingham, Samuel 8. Biair, Blake, Campbell, 
Chamberlin, Clark, Colfax, Cutler, Dunlap, Dunn, Ed- 
wards, Ely, Frank, Granger, Hale, Hutchins, Francis W. 
Kellogg, William Kellogg, Loomis, Lovejoy, Low, Mc- 
Knight, McPherson, Maynard, Moorhead, Morrill, Patton, 
Timothy G. Phelps, Pomeroy, John H. Rice, Riddle, James 
S. Rollins, Sargent, Sedgwick, Segar, Shanks, Sheffield, 
Shellabarger, Sherman, Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, Train, 
Trimble, ‘Trowbridge, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Wal- 
lace, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert 8. White, and Worces- 
ter—58. 

So the amendments of the Senate were non-con- 
curred in. 

3efore the vote was announced, 

Mr. HUTCHINS stated that Mr. Kerrey had 
paired with Mr. Srires upon this question. 

Mr. HOLMAN stated that Mr. Sree e, of New 
Jersey, had paired with Mr. Verree. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendments were non-concurred in ; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the consent of the 
House to take from the Speaker’s table Senate bill 
No. 379, for the purpose of putting it on its pas- 
sage. 1t merely makes provision for the first meet- 
ing of the corporators of the Pacific Railroad Com- 

any. 

P There being no objection, Senate bill No. 379, 
to amend an act entitled ** An act to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad and telegraph line from the 
Missouri river to the Pacific ocean, and to secure 
to the Government the use of the same for postal, 
military, and other purposes,’’ approved July 2, 
1862, was taken from the Speaker’s table, and 
read a first and second time. 

The bill was read. It provides that the first 
meeting of the commissioners named in the act en- 
titled ** An act to aid in the construction of a rail- 
road and telegraph line from the Missouri river to 
the Pacific ocean, and to secure to the Government 
the use of the same for postal, military, and other 
purposes,’’ approved July 2, 1862, and of the five 
commissioners directed by the act to be appointed 
by the Secretary of the Interjor, shall be held at 
Bryaut Hall, in the city of Chicago, Illinois, on 
the2d Thursday of August next, attwelve o’clock, 
noon. A notice of the meeting, to be signed by at 
least ten of the commissioners named in the act, 
is to be published once a week, during the six suc- 
cessive weeks commencing on the 12th of July, 
1862, in one daily newspaper in each of the cities 
of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, 
Chicago, and St. Louis, and no other notice is to be 
requisite. 

‘he bill was ordered to a third reading; and was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr.CAMPBELL moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

he latter motion was agreed to. 
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SICK AND WOUNDED SOLDIERS. 
Mr. HALE, by unanimous consent, introduced 


ar to furnish extra clothing to sick and wounded 
soldiers; which was read a first and second time. 

The joint resolution was read atlength. It au- 
thorizes the Secretary of War to furnish extra 
clothing to sick and wounded soldiers, and others 
who may have lost the same by the casualties of 
war, under such rules and regulations as the De- 
partment may: prescribe, during the existence of 
the present insurrection. 

The jointresolution was ordered to be engrossed 
and read athird time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move to re- 
consider the vote by which the last joint resolu- 
tion was adopted. I desire to move a slight 
amendment, in order to make the resolution more 
definite. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I now move to | 


amend by adding the word * soldiers” after the 
word ** other;’”’? so that it shall read, *‘ sick and 
wounded soldiers, and other soldiers,’’ &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution was then passed. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, stated that the committee had exam- 


ined and found truly enrolled an act (H.R. No. | 


540) making appropriation for the payment of the 
bounty authorized by the sixth section of an act 


entitled ‘* An act to authorize the employment of | 


volunteers to aid in enforcing the laws and pro- 
tecting public property,’’ approved July 22, 1861, 
and for other purposes; when the Speaker signed 
the same. ; 


CONTRACTS WITH THE GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. BINGHAM. [am instructed by the Com- || 


mittee on the Judiciary to ask consent to take from 


the Speaker’s table Senate bill No. 358, to prevent || J aes aE taaebiates 
| Mr. DAWES. It will follow, if this bill pass, | 
| that all that is necessary to be done, will be to | 
|| erect a penitentiary in some State, or in some 


members of Congress and officers of the Govern- 


ment of the United States from taking considera- | 


tion for procuring contracts, office, or place from 
the Government, for the purpose of having it re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr.WASHBURNE. Iobject to its being taken | 


up for that purpose. I want to put it upon its 
passage now. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I have no objection to hav- || 


ing it taken up and put upon its passage. 


Mr. STEVENS. | object to its being taken up | 


for consideration at this time. 
SOLDIERS IN THE PENITENTIARY. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I am directed by the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary to report back, with sun- |) 


dry amendments, the bill (H.R. No. 524) pro- 
hibiting the confinement of persons in the military 
service of the United States in the penitentiary of 
the District of Columbia, except as a punishment 
for certain crimes, and to discharge therefrom 
certain convicts by sentence of courts-martial. 


The bill was referred to the committee, with leave | 


to report at any time. 


The amendments reported from the committee || 


were reported. 


The first amendment was, to insert, in line ten, | 
section one, after the word ** mutiny,”’ the words | 


‘or desertion or attempt to incite a mutiny.” 


The second amendment was, to insert, in the | 


fourth line of section two, after the word * mu- 
tiny,” 
incite a mutiny.” 

_ The third amendment was, to insert, in the fifth 
line of the third section, after the word * mutiny,” 
the words *‘or desertion or attempt to incite a 
mutiny.”? 

_ The fourth amendment was, to strike out in 
line six, section three, the word * so,’’ and insert, 
after ‘* punishable,” the words ‘imprisonment 
in the penitentiary.” 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I will say to the 
gentleman from Ohio that I have not examined 
this bill, as I desired to. When the matter was 
under discussion some time ago, I thought there 
Was no necessity for this legislation. But the bill, 
in the main, will accomplish the purpose which 
is desired by those who differ with me, and is not 
objectionable. 


here is one other matter which has occurred 
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the words ‘‘or desertion or attempt to | 


this bill, after ** attempting to incite a mutiny,”’ 
because a court-martial might, instead of inflicuuag 


death, subject the offender to imprisonment. 
Mr. BINGHAM. As this is not one of the 


States in the civil tribunals of the country, and in- 
asmuch as it was the intention and purpose of the 
Committee on the Judiciary to conform the bill to 
the express will of the House, | have no objection 


committee. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Certainly. 

The several amendments reported from the com- 
mittee were adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will not move the amend- 
ment I indicated, because on reference to the ar- 
ticles of war [ find the punishment of that offense 
is death. I had the impression that it was death 
or confinement in the penitentiary—in the alterna- 
| tive. Therefore a court-martial has no discre- 
| tion. 

Mr. DAWES. I would inquire of the gentle- 
man what particular philosophy there is in pro- 
hibiting these persons from being confined in the 
penitentiary in the District of Columbia? If there 
| is any reason for the passage of this bill, that 
reason would apply in favor of their not being con- 


|| fined in any penitentiary. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I have not been informed 
| that persons convicted by court-martial have been 
| imprisoned in any penitentiary except the one in 
| the District of Columbia. There are abouta hun- 
dred in the penitentiary here. We were advised 
by the House that it was advisable to have such 
| persons discharged from the penitentiary, in all 





| were not punishable under the civil laws of the 
land by a like imprisonment. 


other Territory under the exclusive jurisdiction 
of Congress, and confine these offenders there; 
and that will follow very soon. 

I do not advocate the bill, because I had no ob- 
jection to using the penitentiary in the District of 
Columbia; but I have objection to confining men, 


tentiary; but the moment this bill is passed, I 


confined in the penitentiary of this District. Since 
| then I have been credibly informed that that chap- 
| lain wasimprisoned because he had been convicted 


face of the enemy. 


| allude? 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I do not know 
the individual’s name. I understood that at the 
| time this matter was under consideration before, 
some gentleman who engaged in that discussion— 
I do not know who he was—referred to that fact, 
and it was thought by some a great disgrace that 
a man of his cloth should be sent to the peniten- 
tiary. As I am informed, that chaplain was con- 
victed by a court-martial for.the crime of mutiny 
when the Army was in the face of the enemy and 
a battle imminent. He who at such a time incites 
a mutiny ought to have his life taken upon the 
spot. 

Mr.DAWES. Iam confident that during that 
debate, at least, no one stated that a chaplain was 
confined in the penitentiary. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I understood that 
such was the statement. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. It was a minister of the 
Gospel belonging to a company. 

Mr: PHELPS, of Missouri. When this ques- 
tion was under consideration before, | took occa- 
sion to express my views in opposition to the le- 
gislation, because [ believed the courts-martial 





to the gentleman having an opportunity to offer | 
the amendment. Let the question, however, be | 
first taken upon the amendments reported by the | 


cases where ae were sent there for offenses which | 


for certain offenses, in any penitentiary. It is | 
|| true, | think, as stated by the gentleman from 
|| Ohio, that until the present time, it has not been 
| the custom to confine such offenders in any peni- | 


AL GLOBE. 


| tome. The crime of forcing a safe-guard is pun- ought to have jurisdiction, and ha 
|| ishable with death or such other punishment as a || offenses committed in the Army. And now, while 
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d jurisdiction of 


a joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of || court-martial shall inflict. Forcing a safe-guard || | have some doubts in relation to this matter, | 
|| is one of the offenses which ought to be added to | 


do not feel disposed to offer any opposition to it, 
| Mr. DAWES. The gentleman from Missouri 
| should not undertake to put the advocates of this 
| bill in the light of attempting to weaken the disci- 


aoe ; ; || pline of the Army, or of attempting to incite mu- 
indictable offenses under the laws of the United | 


tiny or to countenance it, whether it be in chap- 
lains or in anybody of any cloth. No man who 
advocates this bill advocates it from any such mo- 
| tive, but from a desire that, while proper punish- 
ment, such as the articles of war may prescribe, 
shall be visited upon any such offenses as that, the 
power which attaches incidentally to courts-mar- 
tial shall not be abused against the liberties of the 
citizen. That is all, and the gentleman’s attempt 
to put those who advocate this bill in the position 
of seeking to weaken the discipline of the Army 
is entirely gratuitous. 
| Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 1 am making no 
imputation of that kind at this time. | bx lieve I 
did some time ago say that I thought these dis- 
| eussions unfortunate, and that they would lead to 
| the weakening of the discipline of the Army. 1 
| still believe that the passage of this measure will 
have that effect. The punishment of a sentinel 
for sleeping on his post, for instance, is death, or 
| such other punishment as the court-martial may 
see fit to inflict. Under the present rules and arti- 
| cles of war a sentinel found guilty of so doing may 
| be sentenced to imprisonment in the penitentiary ; 
| but as sleeping on his post is no offense against 
the criminal code of this District, or of any of the 
| States, nothing will be left to the court-martial, if 
this bill shall pass, but to find the man guilty, and 





sentence him to be shot. You are making the 
| rules and articles of war more rigorous than they 
now are, because you leave no discretion to the 
| court-martial, and the only way in which a man 
can avoid the sentence is by addressing the Pres- 
ident of the United States, who has the power of 
| pardon; and if the offense is committed in the State 
of Tennessee or elsewhere where it may be diffi- 
cult to communicate with the President, the sen- 
tence of the court-martial would be executed be- 
fore there would be an opportunity to appeal to 
the clemency of the Executive. 
| Mr. BINGHAM. The Committee on the Ju- 
| diciary, in reporting this bill, confined themselves 
| to the instructions of the House. The first pur- 
pose seemed to be to relieve from imprisonment in 
the penitentiary soldiers of the United States com- 
mitted for six months or a year or more, not 
charged with indictable offenses, or with any of- 
fenses known as crimes under the laws of the 





| think they will be confined in other penitentiaries, | 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. When this bill | 
| was under consideration sometime since the atten- | 
| tion of the House was called to the fact that a | 
chaplain of the Army of the United States was | 


of the crime of mutiny, or inciting a mutiny in the | 


| 
| 


Mr. DAWES. To whom does the gentleman | 


| United States. Among the list of prisoners in the 
penitentiary returned to this House by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, are those who have been 
committed for six moaths ora year, and the charges 
against whom are * unknown,” according to the 
report of the Secretary of the Interior. To relieve 
those persons from this unjust imprisonment was 
one of the purposes the House had in view in 
referring this matter to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. The committee have fully met that reqaire- 
ment of the House in the second section of this 
bill, but the committee believed that for such high 
offenses against military law and discipline as mu- 
tiny, desertion, or an attempt to ircite to mutiny, 
although not indictable at law, the parties ought 
to be subjected to imprisonment in the peniten- 
| tiary, because, as the law stands, courts-martial 
have the right of imprisoning in some other mode, 
or of condemning them to death. 

Mr. DAWES. lask the consent of the gen- 
| tleman to offer the following amendment, for the 
| purpose of securing the aim of the bill: 
| Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That no person here- 
after upon the decision ofa court-martial shall be confined 


in any penitentiary in the United States, except under the 
| conditions of this act. 


| Mr. BINGHAM. I see no objection to that 
| amendment. If the bill is right for the District of 
Columbia, it is right for every State and Territory 

| in the United States. 

| Mr. Dawes’s amendment was agreed to. 


| ‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 


| 
j 
| 
| 
} 


accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. BINGHAM moved to reconsider the vote 

by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 

lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. BINGHAM moved to amend the title of 
the bill by adding thereto the words “and for 
other purposes,”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


NATIONAL ARMORY. 


Mr. PORTER. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House that Senate bill No. 342, in relation 
to a national armory, be taken from the Speaker’s 
table and considered now. 

Messrs. MOORHEAD, and KELLOGG of 
Illinois, objected, 

Mr. PORTER. I move, then, to go to the bus- 
iness on the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER, That motion is not now in 
order. ‘There has been no morning hour. 


CONGRESSMEN INTERESTED IN CONTRACTS. 


Mr. MORRIS, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War is hereby directed 
to communicate to this House all the evidence on file in 
his Department that relates to the question whether any 
member or members of Congress have or have had any in- 
terest in contracts since the Ist day of April, 1861. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I wish to ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to report a short bill 
in relation to the Indian trust bonds. 

Mr. DUNN. I must object, and call for the 
reeular order of business. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

‘The motion was disagreed to—ayes fifteen, noes 
not counted, 

Mr. STEVENS moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Asn- 
LeY in the chair.) 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask that by unanimous 
consent we pass over the first three bills upon the 
Calendar, and take up bill No. 242, in relation to 
the establishment of a national foundery. I do 
not mean to ask any action upon it to-day, but 


there is a gentleman here who desires to make a 
8 veech . 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I object to that. 


had better go on in the regular order. 
SANDERSON’S BREECH-LOADING CANNON. 


The committee then proceeded to the consider- 
ation of the first business upon the Calendar, 
being a joint resolution of the House, authoriz- 
ing the Secretary of War to test Sanderson’s 
breech-loading cannon. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. Mr.Chairman, my colleague 
{Mr. Cox] from the Columbus district, on the 6th 
of June, in the Committee of the Whole, made 


We 


a most extraordinary speech, intending thereby | 


to damage the fair reputation of the Thirty-Sev- 
enth Congress, whose epitaph, after a fashion, he 
took the pains to write out. The most cruel epi- 
taph he could have written would have been the 
following, inserted at the close of his speech: 
‘* This speech was listened to with estteeaty the 
House.’’ In justice to the House, it should be 
stated that during its delivery there were but few 
members present, and most of them his political 
friends. There is one other fact that it may be 
important to notice in connection with this speech: 
that it was delivered late Friday evening, and that 
it was distributed in pamphlet form early the next 
morning, and consequently, I suppose, most of it 
must have been in type before it was delivered, and 
this willaccount for ** laughter’’ coming in very fre- 
quently, and at proper places. It is sometimes dif- 
icult to get the laugh in when one wants it, for it 
will not always come at a speaker’s bidding, and 
~this mode of my colleague supplies this defect, and 
shows when the auditors should have laughed, if 
they did not. I will briefly notice some points of this 
carefully written out speech. I cannot consent to 
follow his style of argumentation, for I cannot do 
it without getting into the muddy element in which 
he delights to sport. He takes to the turbid wa- 
ters of low ridicule as naturally as the polliwog 
does to the dirty waters of the ditch. In these 
riled waters he swims without a rival, and is un- 
uestionably without a peer in the Thirty-Seventh 
ongress, He arraigns this Congress before the 
grand inquest of the nation, and the gravamen of 





| 

| his charge is, that the interest of the white man 
is neglected for the benefit of the negro; that Con- 
gress puts in peril the Constitution and the Union 
to carry out the Utopian idea of negro equality. 
My colleague this session has introduced and 
spoken upon the negro question oftener than any 
member on this side of the House. Negro eqdal- 
| ity seems to disturb his meditations by day and 
| his dreams by night. Can it be that he fears the 
competition of negro equality? The bitterness of 
| some men towards a rival is measured by their 
| fear of that rival. I will not say this is the case 
with my colleague, but a circumstance to which 
| I will soon refer gives color to the suspicion. 

My colleague takes special pains and peculiar 
delight, on all occasions, to paren and slander 
colored men, and to ridicule all men who are dis- 
posed to do them simple justice. He is quick to 
| take advantage of a prejudice which the accumu- 

lated oppressions =a wrongs of ages have created 
against the African to crush him still lower in the 
scale of degradation. He ridicules all efforts to 
better his condition by low appeals to a prejudice 


His speech shows him to be in favor of the per- 
petual slavery of the African. He is opposed to 
colonization or the liberation of the slaves of reb- 
els, fearing it may result in general emancipa- 
tion. He fears that unless enslaved and held in 
the degradation of caste, Africans will somehow 
or other work themselves into dangerous compe- 
tition with the Anglo-Saxon. 


the logic of his position are ona par. The bit- 


extracts from his recent speech, which I will de- 


sions, the ** cesspool of iniquity.” 

Speaking of the colored people of Ohio, he said, 
“as a general thing they are vicious, indolent, 
and improvident,”’ 


MAN, my colleague said: 


“If the Senator could visit Green’s Row, within the 
shadow of this Capitol, henceforth ‘ Tophet and black Ge- 
| henna called, the type of hell,’ and note the squalor, desti- 
tution, laziness, crime, and degradation there beginning to 
fester; if he could visit the alleys in whose miserable 
| hovels the blacks congregate, he would hardly be reminded 
| of the paradise which Milton sang, with its amaranthine 
flowers, [laughter,} its blooming trees of life, its golden 


hills and fountains and fresh shades, its dreams of love, and 
its adoration of God. 
remind him of that high estate in Eden, save the fragrance 
of the spot and the nakedness of its inhabitants. [Laugh- 
| ter.] 

*<1f the rush of free negroes to this paradise continues, 


in the form of a serpent, and an angel todrive the descend- 
ants of Adam and Eve into the outer world. If it con- 
tinues, you will have no one here but Congressmen and ne- 

roes, and that will be punishment enough. ([(Laughter.] 


to their capital. [Laughter.]” 


Referring to another colleague, [Mr. Epcer- 
TON,] he said: 


* It is recorded that in his county a white woman of Akron 
sued out a habeas corpus, (for the writ runs there yet, at 
least where there is color of right,) to take a mulatto baby 
from a Mrs. Jones, a negro woman, under whose care it had 
been placed by its white mother, and who had become at- 
tached to the pickaninny. In the course of the discussion, 
Mrs. Jones told the white woman that she thought, ‘ if the 
white folks were mean enough to have negro babies, they 
ought to be willing to let colored people bring them up.’ 
{Laughter.] So the judge decided. These little straws 
show how to account for the preponderance of mulattoes 
North.” 


Speaking of his new congressional district and 
the Western Reserve, he said: 


“This new district, sir, is rich in colored materials. A 
very pretty mosaic! A sweet, fragrant nest! And this is 
the Afric’s coral strand to which my missionary labors are 
to be directed. [Laughter.] 

* Ore would suppose that, in the Western Reserve, where 
the profession of philanthropy is ever arising in prayer, in 
speech, and in print, where for years they cultivated no civil 
discipline which interfered with their notions of slavery, 
there would be throngs of blacks. Is it so? Thou iron- 
tongued census, speak ! 








Colored persons in Ashtabula............e00e-e0e08. 95 
Cuyahoga (Cleveland)............ 894 

Lake. cccccdoeccccceccescsccsses, 2B 

Mahoning. ......-ssesecssesecess 61 

Po ec veccccccsccccscesccscose , OO 
Trumbull.........cce0s seocesees 7 

549 

58 

BumMit....ccccccsveccccvccceces 88 
Total... ...0 e000 ee000+1,854 


which ae has intensified, if it did not create. | 


The justice and | 


terness and the meanness of his attack upon the | 
| colored race will appear in a few characteristic | 


| nominate, by the use of one of his classic expres- | 


After quoting from a speech of Senator Suer- | 


fruitage, its amber rivers rolling over elysian flowers, its | 


Alas! he would find nothing here to | 
it would be a blessing if Providence should send Satan here | 


ou will have to enacta —" law to bring the whites | 














** So that, in these ten counties of the Western Reserve, 
there are but a few more Africans than in one county of my 
district! Why they especially avoid Ashtabula I cannot 
say. Is it the prodigal profession and scant practice of hu- 
manity? [Laughter.} Or has Giddings, with a view to pro- 
tect property and keep up its price, coaxed them into Can- 
ada, where happily he is now domiciled? And there is 
Geauga, with not as many negroes as Fulton county has In- 
dians! What a commentary on representative fidelity is 
here! The member from Ashtabula, Mahoning, and Trum- 
bull, (Mr. Horcutns,] speaks for one hundred and sixty- 
six negroes ; but from his piteous ado, one would suppose 
that he represented at Jeast as many Africans as the king 
of Dahomey. [Laughter.} And there is my smiling col- 


| league from the northwest, [Mr. AsHLey,] whose rotund 


form is ready to become, like Niobe, all tears by his grief 
for the poor negro, [laughter i} whose gushes of eloquence 
in their behalf remind one of the Arab lyrics in praise of the 
dark maidens of Abyssinia when they sung: ‘ Oh! the black 
amber! the black amber! Its perfume, by far, is sweeter 
than ail else on earth or in star; the lotus of Nile, the rose 
of Cashmere, my senses enthrall, when thou art not here.’ 
(Great laughter.} Yet, from the whole eleven counties of his 
district he cannot count as many negroes, by half, as live 
in my own county. 

“Tam not particularly proud of representing a greater 
number of Africans than my colleagues. I think,so faras 
the chattering goes about their inalienable rights and ever- 
lasting wrongs, I am entirely unsuited to represent them.” 

Upon the principle by which his political action 
is controlled, my colleague [Mr. Cox] cannot un- 
derstand why it is that a Representative should 
strive to do an act of common justice or an office 
of common humanity to a class of human beings 
who do not happen to be his immediate constit- 
uents. The whole secret of his abuse of the ne- 
groes is, that they cannot vote. Had they the 
right of suffrage, | have no doubt he would sit up 
nights to compose peans to their praise. 

My colleague at the extra session took occasion 
to unjustly reproach the Western Reserve for not 
raising its proportion of troops for this war. Sta- 
tistics from authentic sources show that Ashtabula 
county, with a population of 31,814, has sent over 
fourteen hundred men. Trumbull county, with 
a population of 30,656, has sent nearly, if not quite 
the same number, and this does not embrace some 
companies made up, and now in the service, under 
the recent call of the Governor, in response to the 
Governmentat Washington. Ihave not seen the 
statistics from Mahoning county, but I believe she 
has sent as many men in proportion to her popu- 
lation as either Trumbull or Ashtabula county. 
The same is true of the other counties of the Re- 
serve. Franklin county, in which my colleague 
{[Mr. Cox] resides, and in which is situated Co- 
lumbus, the capital of the State, with a population 
of 50,361, according to a recent statement has 
only sent between nine hundred and a thousand 
men. This may be accounted for, in part, from 
a fact stated in my colleague’s speech, that there 
are in his county many more mulattoes and ne- 
groes than in the counties of the Reserve, and when 
the Governmentis willing to receive such aid, very 
likely his county will furnish her quota. 

My colleague has been some time before the 
public as a politician, and he has figured some- 
what in other departments of human enterprise. 
He has traveled, and added to the contributions 
of literature by making a note of his travels. In 
other words, he has written a book. There was 
wisdom in Job’s desire that his ‘‘ adversary had 
written a book.”’ [ quote from the title-page of 
= adversary’s book: ‘‘ A Buckeye Abroad, or 

anderings in Europe and in the Orient, by Sam- 
vet S. Cox.”’ This is grandiloquent and eupho- 
nious. I make no criticisms upon the book or the 
subject-matter of it. In sentiment it is average, 
and in literary execution it is respectable. The 
first chapter shows a turn of sea-sickness, but this 
is said to be good for the stomach. A turn just 
before my colleague composed his speech might 
have relieved it of much foul matter. To show 
the House and the country the difference be- 
tween ** A Buckeye Abroad’ and a Buckeye at 
home, I will ask the Clerk to read a passage from 
my colleague’s book, in which he described the 
Pope at service, in Sistine chapel. 

The Clerk read the following: 

« While waiting the entrance of his Holiness, the mind 
can find delight in ror * jast j entof Angelo 
frescoed upon the wall of the chapel.’ Every variety of 
hope, doubt, despair and beatitude, beam upon us from the 
Sauece upon the wall. Witbin a sacred inclosure, over 
which tip-toed curiosity can barely peep, is a n car- 

floor and tapestry’ ee tay and a throne. 
are arranged for tive cardinals, who soon begin to pour 
in, dressed in great red 
servants in 


ns and scull-caps, attended by 
e. After bows and crosses the servants 
Sees to unroll the trains and seat the cardinals. A very 

earty array of old Romans they seem, with theirarms under 
cover, their gaudy hairshining, their lofty brows and intel- 
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ligent faces bespeaking good living, as well as study and | 
reflection. Most of them kept up an inaudible prayer. One | 
fine, old, tremblingly fat gentleman seemed to be beyond | 
the age of piety, but his habitual prayerfulness still played | 
upon his lips. He reminded me of Chaucer’s monk, who 
repeated all his terms, 
‘That he had learned out of some decree, 
No wonder was he heard it all the day.’ 
| 


‘*Directly, buff soldiers, with gilt helmets and drawn 
swords, rush in to guard the door. I thought at first that 
there was a sudden insurrection, knowing that in matters of 
power, as poor Pius has learned, ‘ there is but one step from 
the Capitol to the Tarpean Rock.’ But no; the choirstrike 
the high notes, the doorsbeyond open, and ‘ Viola,’ the vice- 
gerent of God appears in his tiara and clothof gold. Around 
him swarm ministers of every degree and shade of color. 
He kneels; the rustle of red cardinals shivers in the hallowed 
air, and all kneel. Then he ascends to the throne, a fine 
looking, full-faced man, graceful and dignified in his bearing. 
Power he seems to wear as a familiar garment. How gra- | 
ciously he extends to the cardinals, who severally leave 
their seats, attended by their attendants in purple, carrying 
their trains. They, bowing, kiss the hand, or, as I was in- 
formed, the diamond brilliant upon the Pope’s ring, as a 
token of reverence. An inferior order prostrate themselves, 
and tip their labia at the shoe of his Holiness, upon which 
is a cross of silver. In the mean time seraphic music from 
the Pope’s select choir ravishes the ear, while the incense 
titilates the nose. Soon there arises in this ¢hamber of 


theatrical glitter a plain, unquestioned African, and utters || s 
scattered Navy was collected as soon as possible; 


the sermon in facile latinity with graceful manner. His 
dark hands gestured harmoniously with the rotund periods, 
and his swart visage beamed with a high order of intelli- | 
gence. He was an Abyssinian. 

‘* What acommentary was here upon our American preju- 
dices! The head of the great Catholic Church, surrounded 
by the ripest scholars of the age, listening to the eloquence 
of the despised negro, and thereby illustrating to the world 
the common bond of brotherhood which binds the human 
race.”? * ° = . “The sermon of the Abys- 
sinian, in beautiful print, was distributed at the door. I | 
bring one home as atrophy and as asouvenir of a great truth 
which Americans are prone to deny or condemn.”? 

Mr. HUTCHINS. This Abyssinian admira- 
tion of my colleague, which he has so graphically 
described, may have suggested to him the pro- 
priety of having his speech mostly in type, ready 
for distribution as soon as delivered. 

The quotations from my colleague’s speech 
which [have read show ‘ the Buckeye”’ at home. 
The extracts just read by the Clerk show the 
** Buckeye abroad.”? This Buckeye shrub flour- 
ishes best in exotic soil. There it grows to re- | 
spectable height, and its foliage is quite beautiful; 
but at home it grows low and scrubby, and its 
foliage is scabby. I would suggest to my col- 
league to become not a ** wandering Jew,’’ buta 
wandering ‘* Buckeye abroad.” In his case, *‘ dis- 
tance lends enchantment to the view.”? In justice 
to my colleague, J will state that these quotations | 
from his recent speech are taken from the ‘* sun- 
set’’ side of his political life, when he is in ** the | 
sere and yellow leaf.”” A few words in reply to 
his indictment against this Congress. The events 
which have occurred up to this time during the 
life of the Thirty-Seventh Congress, are the most 
eventful in our history. The Government, of | 
which the Congress is a part, since the 4th of 
March, 1861, the day on which Mr. Lincoln was | 
inaugurated President, has had forced upon it per- 
plexing questions and embarrassing duties to a 
greater extent than in the same length of time dur- 
ing any former period since the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution. This Congress, as the legis- 
lative branch of the Government, has had to meet 
those questions and discharge those duties, and 
history will record in the main that it has met its 
responsibilities and performed its duties wisely 
and well. From the persistent opposition of my 
colleague [Mr. Cox] and those he act with him 
eee this Congress has failed to do some 
things which it should promptly have done, and 
what he most complains of will live on the historic 
page as among its most noble and beneficent acts. 

This Congress found the Government in debt 
$120,000,000, caused by the frauds, stealings, and 
imbecility of a Democratic Administration, which 
my colleague helped to elect, and which he sup- 
‘ported. It found its Navy scattered to distant 
seas by the orders of that Democratic Administra- 
uuon. It found its munitions of war, arms, and 
ordnance, and most of its treasure, in the hands of 
traitors and rebels by the connivance and treach- 
ery of the members of the Cabinet of that Admin- 
istration. It found many of the Government forts, 
arsenals, dock-yards, navy-yards, custom-houses 
and mints in possession of armed rebels, a large 
majority of whom were members of the party to 
which my colleague belongs. The Government 
Securities were selling at a discount of sixteen per 
cent.; public confidence abroad in the integrity and 
stability of the Government was gone, and at home 
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| military glory, never raised and put into the field 





| provide a Navy; and forthwith, in response to 


it was materially weakened and well nigh de- 


free States, were openly or secretly conspiring to | 


overthrow the Government and destroy the unity || 


of the nation. A majority of the Army officers 
who were Democrats had turned traitors and had | 
basely deserted their flag,and were in arms against | 
the Government which had educated them. 

The foregoing is a general and brief statement | 
of the condition of affairs when the Thirty-Seventh 
Congress, on the call of the President, on the 4th | 
day of July last, was summoned to a discharge of 
its duties. So energetic, promp¥, and thorough 
was the action of the Thirty-Seventh Congress at | 
the extra session, that it inspired hope and revived | 
confidence throughout the loyal sections of the | 
country. Laws were promptly passed, on the rec- 
ommendation of the Executive and his Cabinet, 
to provide ways and means to raise an Army and 


these measures, six hundred thousand citizen 
soldiers were in the field, armed, equipped, and 
supplied with all requisite munitions of war. The 





new and improved vessels of war were built; the 
Navy was reorganized, and its glorious achieve- 
ments at Hatteras, Roanoke, Forts Henry, Don- 
elson, Pulaski, Phillips, Jackson, at Island No. 
10, at New Orleans, at Memphis, and at other 
places, in codperation with the Army, are the 
grand results. The action of Congress was but 
the echo of the patriotic voice of the people. On 
the authority of law money flowed into the Treas- 
ury at the call of its Secretary sufficient to meet 
all those extraordinary expenses, and to-day the 
Government securities are selling at a premium. 
So far as the raising of money, means, materials, 
and munitions of war is concerned, the success in 
the same length of time is withouta parallel in the 
history of any nation. The Government of Eng- 
land,in 1796, under the administration of Mr. Pitt, 
effected a loan, known in history as the ‘* Loy- 
alty Loan,”’ being raised by the voluntary sub- | 
scription of loyal persons, of £18,000,000. This 

fact has been proudly chronicled by English 

writers asa remarkable instance of the patriotism 

and of the exhaustless resources of the English 

people. The loyal American capitalists as quickly 

responded to the amount of $150,000,000! Na- 

poleon, in the zenith of his power, and in the pride 

of his military success, and in the height of his | 


anarmy of six hundred thousand menas promptly 
as did the President of the United States on the 
authority of the legislation of the Thirty-Seventh 
Congress. 

The nationsof Europe have beheld these results | 
with wonder and amazement, and some of them 
with chagrin. Our national symbol, the American 
flag, with no star obscured and no stripe erased, 
will soon float in triumph over every rood of the 
Republic, and it will again command respect on 
every sea and at every port where commerce, en- 
terprise, and civilization have a habitation and a 
name. Whatever has been found defective in the 
legislation of the extra session has been corrected, 
and is being corrected, at the present session. 
Congress has matured a system of taxation com- 
mensurate with the high duties which it has been 
compelled to discharge. This has been a most 
arduous and difficult task. There are, doubtless, 
defects in this system which experience will de- 
velop and which future legislation will correct. 
The patriotism of the people has been tested in 
surrendering the flower of its population for the 
defense of the Government, and the croakings of 
demagogues and traitors at the tax bill will not 
swerve them from their integrity or frighten them 
from their patriotism. The soldiers must be paid 
—their families must be provided for. This Con- 
gress has had to act upon embarrassing questions, 
some of them without precedent in the history of 
the Government. There has been occasion for 
honest difference of opinion among loyal and pa- 
tiotic men as to the legality and policy of certain 
measures. Upon many questions each member, 
in obedience to the judgment of the whole, has 
been obliged to yield up, to some extent, his indi- 
vidual opinions; and the individual ideas of mem- 
bers of what is right and proper cannot aiways be 
carried out. 

In discharge of those high duties which this re- 
bellion has devolved on this Congress, it has freed ! 
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e- || the capital from the disgeace and the crime of sla- 
stroyed, and nearly all the Democratic party in || very; and looking upon slavery in the States as 
the slave States, and many of its members in the || 


the immediate cause of this wicked waragainst the 
Government, on the recommendation of the Presi- 
dent, Congress, in a liberal and friendly spirit, has 
proposed to aid by pecaniar Le emg such 
States as may desire to rid themselves of this ter- 
rible incubus. As a punishment for crime, as 
means of putting down the rebellion, Congress is 
proposing to confiscate the property of rebels, and 
to deprive them of their septs, Following the 
teachings of Jefferson, and the example of the 
Congress of 1787, this Congress has forever pro- 
hibited slavery in the Territories acquired and to 
be acquired. 

Against these and other kindred measures of 
obvious policy and justice my colleague of the 
Columbus district protests by voice and vote, and 
because Congress entertains them, he hurls at it 
his bitterest denunciations. I am grateful to my 
constituents for an opportunity to vote for and 
advocate such measures. Few men in any age 
have had, or will have an opportunity to do so 
much good in a public way as the members of 
the Thirty-Seventh Congress. These measures, 
against which my colleague wags his tongue with 
such hatred and bitterness, will be regarded in 
history as the noblest acts of the Thirty-Seventh 
Congress. They recognize the inalienable right 
of man to life, liberty, and justice. One cannot 
fail, in reading my colleague's tirade against these 
acts, to be reminded of the burning words of Mark 
Antony over the dead body of Cesar: 

** Oh judgment! thou art fled to brutish beasts, 
And men have lost their reason.”? 

History will be true to justice, and will not “own 
such judgment” as my colleague has pronounced. 
He interposes against these measures with all his 

owers of ridicule **the raw-head and bloody 

ones”’ of negro equality. These measures have 
no relation to political or social equality, and have 
no tendency to regulate the one or to interfere with 
the other. Because we are willing to do justice 
to the humblest in society, does it follow that we 
are bound to extend to them the same social and 
political privileges which we enjoy? Because my 
colleague is disposed to pay his humble washer- 
woman a just compensation for her labor, shall I 
reproach him with the inelination to marry her, 
or to invite her to his table? The right of suffrage 
is a political right, and a State or political com- 
munity may withhold it from a class of persons 
without an interference with their natural rights. 
It is withheld in most of the States from foreign- 
ers tillthey have resided in the country five years. 
It may be granted conditionally to, or withheld 
entirely from, colored persons, without injustice 
to theirnaturalrights, The people of each State are 
entirely competentto regulate that matter, and most 
people are competent to control their social rela- 
tions. Should the gradual emancipation plan be car- 
ried out in the States, and should confiscation lib- 
erate theslaves of rebels, ifmy colleague really fears 
he shall be brought down or up to a social equal- 
ity with liberated Abyssinians, such as he saw at 
Sistine Chapel, or if he fears any tendency to amal- 
gamate with thatrace which he so despises in this 
country, but which in Rome so charmed him, I 
will not object to a special law for his benefit. Such 
a bill cond be in order on private bill day, if no 
objection is made, and | am sure no one on this 
side of the House will be so unkind as to inter- 
pose an objection. My colleague seems to have 
but little prejudice against the society of traitors, 
and from his votes here he would seem desirous 
of cultivating it. This may be attributed to the 
fact that his system is so full of prejudice against 
the negro that there is no room for justice to trai- 
tors. The space is limited. . 

A bill passed the House, a few days since, en- 
titled ** An act to prescribe an oath of office.”’ 
This bill provided in substance that all United 
States officers shall take an oath that they have 
not voluntarily engaged in this rebellion, or borne 
arms against the United States. Without such 
a law, at the close of the war this House might 
be mainly filled, from the States now in rebellion, 
with traitors. My colleague showed by his vote 
that he was willing, as a member of this body, to 
set alongside of traitors, whose hands are red with 
the blood of his murdered constituents. My col- 
league, and all his Democratic associates, voted 
fgainst this bill. They do not object to the so- 
ciety of traitors, but they do oppose acis of com- 
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. . i 
mon justice and humanity to loyal colored per- || 
My colleague throws out in his speech the | 


B0n8. 
pro-slavery argument that emancipation in the 
West Indies has been a failure. This is untrue. 
Emancipation nowhere has been a failure, polit- 
ically, morally, or pecuniarily; for thereason that 
freedom is better than slavery for all parties con- 
cerned; and because right is always productive 
of good, and wrong is always productive of evil. 
This is part of the economy of Providence in the 
government of this world, Emancipation in the 


example we should profit by it. Pro-slavery 
writers and speakers have seized upon isolated 
facts, and in ignorance of the real condition of the 
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amount produced for ten years prior to 1820. 
Lord Chandos, in 1830, presented a petition from 
the West India merchants and planters, setting 
forth the extreme distress under which they la- 
bored, and he declared in his speech, in substance, 
that it was impossible for them to bear upagainst 
such pressure any longer. He said, ‘‘ they are 
reduced to a state in which they are obliged earn- 





ona to solicit relief from Parliament.’? Mr. Bright 


| said 


| is unparalleled in the country. 
West Indies has been a great success, and as an || 


, ** the distress of the West India colonial body 
”” A report on the 
commercial state of the West Indies, as copied in 


| the West India Reporter, contains this language: 


island before and since emancipation, or willfully || 


blind to it, have used these facts to the prejudice 
of emancipation. An able writer in the Edin- 
burgh Review for April, 1859, in an article enti- 
tled ** West Indies as they were and are,’’ used 
the following language: 

** Never was a more radical revolution made in the for- 
tunes of a whole people than when eight hundred thousand 
British negroes stepped from slavery into freedom. When 
the clock began to strike twelve on the night of July 31, 
1834, they were, tn the eye of the law, things, chattels, 
beasts of burden, the mere property of others. When it had 
ceased to sound, they were, forthe firsttime, not only free- 
men, but men standing on the same level as those who had 
formerly owned them.’ 

The negroes were everywhere jubilant when 
their birthright of freedom was restored to them. 
Rev. James Phillipo, Baptist missionary in Ja- 


maica, in describing the state of things when the | 


slaves were released from their apprenticeship in 
1838, uses the following language: 

“In front of the Baptist chapel were three triumphal 
arches decorated with leaves and flowers, and surrounded 
by flags with inscriptions, ‘ Freedom has come!’ ‘ Slavery 
is no more!’ * The chains are broken ; Africa is free!’ The 


“ There are the strongest concurrent testimony and proof 
that unless some speedy and efficient measures of relief are 


adopted, the ruin of a great number of the planters must | 


inevitably very soon take place.”’ 
This was under the halcyon rule of slavery. The 


| planters were overwhelmed with debt; their estates 


were mortgaged to English capitalists fer large 
amounts. In 1833, in the little island of St. Lucia, 
estates were morigaged to the amount of over 


| $5,000,000 for debts incurred under that delightful 


, . } 
enthusiasm of the multitude was aroused up to the highest | 


pitch. They wanted to greet all the flags, many of which 
hore the names or their benefactors, ‘Sturge, Brougham, 
Sligo,’ &ec. ‘The flags were unfurled, and for nearly an hour 
the alr rang with exultantshouts, in which the shrill voices 
of the two thousand children joined ; * We're free ? * We’re 
free!’ * Our wives and our children are free !’ ” 


Could emancipation to such people be a failure? | 


The real condition of the West Indies has been 
misunderstood or grossly misrepresented. What 
has been quoted asa failure of emancipation is at- 
tributable to other causes, and emancipation is in 
nowise responsible for it. The principal fact relied 
upon to show that the islands were injured by 
emancipation is the fact that in some years since 


emancipation the exports have been less than be- | 


fore. 
The chief end of man in society is not to raise 


produce to export, and this fact is not the best | 


criterion of the prosperity of a country. When 
all things are taken Into the account, the facts on 
this head are against slavery, as I will hereafter 
briefly show. ‘The bad economy of slavery inthe 
West Indies had well nigh bankrupted and ruined 
then, as italways does any State orcountry where 
it is tolerated. The population returns from the 
islands, made to the British Parliament prior to 
emancipation, showed that in eleven islands (the 
only ones from which returns were made) ** the 
sinves had decreased in twelve years by no less 
than 60,219; namely, from 558,194 to 497,975.”’ 
According to the estimate of the Edinburgh Re- 
view, ‘had similar returns been procured from 
the other seven colonies, (including Mauritius, 
Antigua, Barbadoes, and Grenada,) the decrease 


must have been licde, if at all, less than 100,000.” | 


What an appalling fact was this—one hundred 
thousand haman beings slaughtered in twelve 
years, that a few privileged slaveholders might 
become rich in exporting rum and sugar! A few 


mity be ee benefited by such a state of | 


things, but everything valuable and desirable in 


society must go todecay. This damning fact was | 
enough, inthe estimation of the British public, to | 


destroy slavery. Emancipation came, and in the 
next twelve years from ten colonies (no returns 
were made from the others) there was an increase 
of 54,076 colored persons. 
to the credit of freedom. Inerease of population 
is always regarded as an evidence of prosperity 
ina State or community. 

Under the demoralizing influences of slavery the 
West Indies, prior to emancipation, were rapidly 
going to decay in commerce and in everything that 
concerns the well-being of society. In Jamaica, 
for the ten years prior to 1830, the decrease if 
sugar was no less than 201,842 hogsheads from the 


This may be set down | 


| dred and fifty or three hundred millions. 


state of slaver; «-hich my colleague [Mr. Cox] is 
so solicitous to perpetuate in this country. 

Mr. Bigelow, of the New York Evening Post, 
whose intelligence and integrity will not be ques- 


tioned, as the result of his careful observations in | 


visiting the islands, as to their condition prior to 
emancipation, says: 

“The island of Jamaica was utterly insolvent; nearly 
every estate was mortgaged for more than it was worth, and 
was liable for more interest than it could possibly pay— 
bankruptey was inevitable. 
believing that the emancipation act did not cause, but only 
precipitated a result which was inevitable. It compelled a 
balance to be struck between the debtors and ereditors, 
which revealed rather than begat the poverty which no ef- 
fort tan conceal.”’ 


Other proof equally satisfactory might be cumu- 
lated on this point, but it is unnecessary. The 


| fact is established beyond controversy or doubt 


that it was slavery which, in 1830, was ruining the 
West Indies. The cotton States at the commence- 


ment of this rebellion were. in a similar condition. | 


I have no doubt that their indebtedness to the com- 
mercial States accelerated the rebellion, and added 


I have given my reasons for | 





fuel to the flame which slavery had kindled. This | 


indebtedness probably was not less than two hun- 
This 


| was quite a motive power to a revolution which 


| would wipé it out by repudiating it. 


j Southern 
rebel conventions and Legislatures were quick to 
confiscate this indebtedness to loyal people; but 


my colleague [Mr. Cox] isas quick to ee the | 


confiscation of rebel property for the benefit of 
loyal men, fearing it will irritate those dear trai- 
tors whose company he is so desirous of keeping. 
He imitates some generals in the field, who are 


more energetic in protecting rebel property than | 


in suppressing the rebellion. 
It is perfectly natural, yes, inevitable, that such 


| a change in the social and political condition of a 


people, as from slavery to freedom, should produce 
temporary confusion and inconvenience. This 
will apply to business or political affairs. It takes 
time for society to adapt itself to the new condition 
of things. It does not, therefore, follow that the 
change is nota wise oneand should not have been 


made. The former slaveholders tried to avoid, by | 
| all means in their power, ‘* the dreadful necessity 


of treating with respect, and alluring by wages, 


those whom not long before they could order to be | 


put down and flogged for the least indolence.”’ 
‘* Very many of the planters also gave their ne- 
groes notice to quit their cottages and grounds, 
under the idea that by such a threat they would 
force them to work for less wages. 
Was, to make the negroes shift elsewhere.” 

An able article in the February number (1853) 
of the Westminster Review asserts that ** the dim- 
inution of labor was the direct and immediate 
consequence of the mismanagement of the plant- 
ers.”’ Other causes not directly attributable to 
slavery or freedom contributed to bring about in 
the West Indies that ** dreadful crash in 1847, 
which has since resounded through the world,”’ 
and the main cause of the falling off ofexports was 
the fall of the price of sugar. In 1840 sugar sold for 
49s. per ewt.; in 1848 it sold foronl y 23s. 5d. Sugar 
in the eight years ending with 1846, averaged 37s. 
3d. per cwt., and in the eight following years it 
averaged only 24s. Gd. perewt. In the first eight 

ears the amount produced was 20,000,000 ewt.; 
in the second eight years it had increased to 
24,500,000 cwt. ‘The sugar planters realized for 


The result | 





| of production is full of promise as to the future.’ 


| marked improvement in the amount of imports.’ 








their sugar $15,000,000 less than they would have 
realized at the old prices. Sugar being the princi- 
pal article of export, such a falling off would, of 
course, cause great commercial embarrassment; 
but pro-slavery writers and orators have charged 
this embarrassment to the account of emancipa- 
tion. The evidence from reliable sources is over- 
whelming, that the West India Islands, under free 
labor, are rapidly recovering from the insolvency 
which slavery had caused. Wealth is increasing, 


| crime diminishing, and the material and social con- 


dition of the people rapidly improving. 1 might 
multiply evidence upon these points to almost any 
extent. I quote a few statements from colonial 
reports made to Parliament, as quoted in the April 
number, 1859, of the Edinburg Review: 


“* Barbadoes.—In ten years, ‘ between 1842 and 1852, in- 
crease of sugar exported is 27,240 hogsheads.’ ‘The report 
for 1851, states, ‘There has been more sugar shipped from 
this island this year than in any one year since it has been 
peopled ; and it is aremarkable fact that there will be more 
laborers’ sugar made this year than previously. By labor- 
ers’ sugar is meant that raised by the negroes on their own 
patches of, ground, and sent to the proprietor’s mill for 
manufacture.’ The report for 1853 announces ‘ vast in- 
crease in trade. So far the success of cultivation by free 
labor is unquestionable.’ Report for 1858: ‘A great in- 
crease in the value of the exports.’ * The large proportion 
of land acquired by the laboring classes furnishes striking 
evidence of their industry.’ 

** Bahamas.—In 1851, the Governor reports, ‘a great and 
important change for the better’ in the condition of the peo- 
ple; which he mainly attributes to * improved education.’ 
The rapidity with which these islands are advancing is indi- 
eated by the fact that the exports and imports increased in 
one year, from 1854 to 1855, £ 102,924, ($498,666 78.) 

** Grenada.—Returns in 1851 and 1852 show an increase 
of trade, amounting to £88,414, ($428,355 83.) Report of 
1858: ‘Contentment appears to pervade all classes of the 
community.’ ‘A proprietary body, of considerable magni- 
‘ude and importance, has already risen from the laboring 
class.’ * State of the finances most satisfactory.’ ‘A greatly 
extended surface is covered by sugar cultivation.’ A con- 
siderable increase is noted in the exports of sugar, rum, 
and cocoa. Some remarks on the want of labor. 

‘* Antigua.—Reports for 1858: ‘ Satisfactory evidence is 
afforded, by the revenue returns, of increase of trade and 
mereantile business, consequent upon the revival of agri- 
cultural prosperity.?. (There had beena depression in con- 
sequence of a great fail in the price of sugar in 1847.) 

** Dominica.—Report for 1853: * The steady maintenance 
Report 
for 1857: ‘The exports show a considerable increase.’ 
‘ Very considerable increase in revenue, and an equally 
In the 
report for 1858, the Governor speaks of the growing inde- 
pendence of the laborers, manifested ‘in the small patches 
of canes, and little wooden mills here and there dotting the 
plains around.’ 

** Guiana.—In 1852, the Governor reports that the fall in 
the price of sugar, in 1847 and 1848 (owing to the repeal ot 
the tariff) was ‘so sudden and enormous as to have almost 
apnibilated the colony at that crisis.’ But he goes on to 
state that ‘ the revenue is now flourishing, population aug- 
menting, education spreading, crime diminishing, and trade 
increasing.’ 

‘* Montserrat.—In 1853, the Governor reports ‘ increase 
of confidence, enterprise, and industry.’ ‘ The improved 
and improving state of the community is allowed on all 
hands.’ *No island in these seas exhibits a more decisive 
tendency to social and moral regeneration and improve- 
ment. The rural population are quiet, contented, and or- 


| derly.? 


|| than at the present moment.’ 


** Nevis. —Report for 1857: ‘The roads appear as if the 
greater part of the population had new clothed themselves ; 
and in the harbor, so often deserted, I now count ten ships 
of considerable burden.’ ‘ There appears now to be at work 
an industrious spirit of improvement.’ 

‘© St. Kitts.—Report for 1856: ‘A larger quantity of sugar 
is produced now than in the time of slavery,’ (thongh ona 
smaller area.) Report for 1858: ‘ The agricultural prospects 
of the island are most encouraging. Its financial condition 
continues satisfactory; so do the education returns. At- 
tendance in schools is steadily increasing. Crime is steadily 
diminishing. In one year, from 1856 to 1857, trade in- 
creased £106,233,’ ($514,642 82.) 

St. Lucia.—Report for 1853: ‘At no period of her bistory 
has there been a greater breadth of land under cultivation 
Between the four years end- 
ing 1842, and the four years ending 1855, the increase of 
sugar exported was 1,803,618 pounds. 

St. Vincent.—In 1857, te Governor deseribes ‘ a really 
sound and healthy state of the colony at present, and acheer- 
ing and promising prospect for the future.’ He describes 
the rising villages, the growing number of freeholders and 
leaseholders, and the steady progressive increase in the 
value of imports. In one year, from 1856 to 1857, imports- 
and exports increased £156,633, ($758,886 88;) and he 
expressly attributes it to ‘increased cultivation and pros- 
perity.’ In 1858, he describes the colony as * in a most sat- 
isfactory state.’ ‘Agricultural operations largely extended.’ 
Aveinigedene of continued progress and prosperity fully 
realized.’ 


“ Tobago.—The accounts had been dismal in 1852 and 
1853 ; but an improved financial system was adopted in 1856, 
the result of which was a report in 1858 announcing @ 
‘marked improveiment in the revenue returns.’ ‘The Gov- 
ernor describes the laborers as ‘ well-behaved and indus- 
trious.’ 

“ Tortola.—This island, under slavery, exported 15,559 
hundred weight of sugar. Now it exports none atall. But 
the change is wholly au advantage. [tis reasarkably well 


adapted for raising stock. ‘The people, with few excep- 
tions, are owners of cattle, which they dispose of to great 
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advantage.’ ‘The laborers appear fully sensible of the ad- 
vantages of education to their children, and the latter man- 
ifest a great desire to benefit by the opportunities offered 
them.’ 

“ Trinidad is highly flourishing. [n 1852, the crop was 
the largest ever shipped from the island; and it has been | 
extending since. ‘The whole trade greatly increased since | 
slavery. The report for 1853 speaks of ‘ marked improve- 
ment in the cultivation of the sugar estates.’ Export of 
sugar rose from an average of 310,797 cwt., under slavery, | 
to 426,042 ewt. inthe seven years ending 1854.” 


Do these official statements show that emanci- 
pation wasa failure? On the contrary, they show, 
beyond cavil or doubt, that in the West Indies it 
has been a glorious success. 

I will quote from a speech made in the House 
of Commons by Mr. C. Buxton in 1859: 


* Because labor is free and trade is free the West Indies 
are now rising to a pitch of wealth and happiness unknown 
before. It would be impossible for me to lay before the 
House the immense inass of evidence which demonstrates 
that fact. I am assured of it by mercantile men; I find it 
strongly set forth in the reports from the Governors of the 
islands, and in the statistics furnished by the Board of 
Trade. In te four years between 1853 and 1857, there has 
been an increase iu the exports and imports of the West | 
Indies and Guiana of £4,500,000 ($21,802,500.) Consider- | 
ing what mere specks these islands look on the map of | 
America, it is astonishing that their trade to and fro, in | 
the year 1857, should actually amount to £10,735,000 | 





($52,011,075.) It is altogether absurd to suppose this pros- || 


perity is owing to the immigration of a few thousand la- 
borers; and in fact the islands which have received no 
immigrants are quite as flourishing as those that have. In- 
terested parties describe the negroes as barbarous and idle ; 
but i find ample evidence that they are living in a high 
degree of industry and comfort; though I adinit that they 
somewhat prefer working on freeholds they have purchased 
to laboring for hire.”? 

I have briefly referred to the success of emanci- | 
pationinthe West Indies to refute the intimation of 
my colleague, and because the people of this coun- 
try,in some form, must meet the fact of emancipa- 
tion. The necéssity of it is every day being made 
more and more apparent. The soldiers in the field 
see this more clearly than the citizen at home. 
We cannot expect permanent peace if the status 
of slavery is to remain the same as before the war. 
No man, unless his wish is father to the thought, 
can entertain any other opinion. Events beyond 
the control of the President, of the Cabinet, and 
of Congress, are irresistibly forcing the nation to 
that opinion. The question for the Government 
to determine is, whether it will lead this opinion or 
be led by it. ‘God is just, and His justice will 
not sleep forever.’? My colleague and those like | 
him need not expect to stay the current of events 
by pronouncing the African ‘* ignorant, idle, and 
vicious.’’ Intelligent and just men know that the | 
surest way to relieve him from that ignorance and 
degradation isto take from him that load of oppres- | 
sion which crushes out all motive forimprovement, 
and honest men will act upon it. It is not sin- | 
gular that men who are in favor of keeping Afri- | 
cans in ignorance and slavery should oppose all 
efforts for their moral and intellectual instruc- 
tion. History will pronounce all such men tyrants 
and oppressors. If Edward Stanly is permitted 
to carry out what report says he has commenced, 
to wit, the breaking up a school established and 
sustained by philanthropic persons for the pur- | 
pose of educating colored children, he will be re- 
garded as infamous in history as a Jeffreys or a 
Haynau. 

I advise my colleague [Mr. Cox] to look well 
to his ownepitaph. ‘That he may see himselfas | 
history will regard him, unless he mends his ways, | 
I suggest the following: 

Here lies the Buckeye at home. 


“The evil that men do lives after them ; | 
The good is oft interred with their bones. ”? 





In case of this Buckeye, would that this maxim might be || 


reversed; if not, litthe would be found here but bones. | 
He expired with the Thirty-Seventh Congress ; 
lie died of Negro-phobia, babbling against the 

Neero. | 

His ability fitted him for a higher mission, but hissun went 

down ina colored “ sunset.”? 
Requiescat in pace! 

Mr. MORRIS obtained tbe floor. 
Mr, COX. If my colleague does not desire to | 
speak to-night, | will, with his consent, occupy | 
the floor fora few moments, as I desire to pay | 
my respects to my colleague over the way, [Mr. | 
Sescneee) 
Mr. MORRIS. I have no objection, if the com- | 


mittee has none. 


Mr. COX. It will take me but two minutes. | 
Mr. HUTCHINS. I yield, of course, to my | 
colleague. 


Mr. COX. No, sir; Ido not ask any favors 





| Abyssinian whom I saw at Rome. 


| the gentleman ought to have known it. 





from that gentleman. 
I want none from him. 


Mr. HUTCHINS. Very well. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr.COX. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman [Mr. 


Hurcuins] has taken this occasion to rake up a | 


great deal of stale vulgarity upon me. I believe we 
. * . - . 

are in the Committee of the Whole on a bill to test 

a breech-loading piece. His speech is very ap- 


propriate, for all that my colleague has fired off | 


seems to have been fired from the breech. The 
indecency of bringing here old political campaign 
garbage, which has been explained and refuted, 
year after year in my own district, I will leave to 
the taste of the gentleman. 


The speech he proposed to answer, was made 


against measures and not men. His persoypalities | 


are not called for by anything in it. 
But [| intended simply to refer to two or three 


matters of his speech, and to put myself right as | 
amember of thisbody. The gentleman insinuated | 
that my speech was printed when it was delivered. 


Thatis nottrue. It was printed the next morning. 


Members will recollect very well that there was a | 


great many speeches handed in at the Globe office 
at that time. I chose to have my speech set up at 


another office where I was to have it printed in | 


pamphlet form. After the printer had set it up, I 
came and delivered it with the manuscript copy 
before me. I requested the reporter to put in the 
interruptions. He did so, and some days after- 
wards the Globe copied from the pamphlet. The 
gentleman will see from this statement, that in his 
insinuation that [ had got up that speech in pam- 
phlet form, with the interruptions inserted before- 
hand, he is mistaken—as much so as when he says 
that there was a small House and all my col- 
leagues absent when it was delivered. Knowing 
this, he ought to leave that out of his printed re- 
marks, or else be marked as a dishonorable mem- 
ber of the House. 

But, Mr. Chairman, it is not for the gentleman 
to read lectures as to the mode of making speeches 
here, whether they be printed or otherwise. Te 
reads to-day a printed speech, and in it conveys 
the impression that I read from a printed speech, 
which latter is nottrue. 1 am perhaps not always 
as well prepared as other members in discussion; 


| but when gentlemen make attacks upon me, I 


can reply, as I do now, without much prepara- 
tion. 
past something written eleven or twelve years 
ago in a book while I was traveling abroad. He 
read it for the purpose of exciting the risibilities 
of the House about the description | gave of an 


man knows better than to suppose that the Abys- 


sinian is an African in the sense in which that | 


word is used here. 
Mr. HUTCHINS. 
Mr. COX. 


Sertainly,. 


Abyssinians. They are a different race of men. 


Abyssinians have not the same flat nose, the same | 


elongated heels, the same peculiarities of cranium, 
or the same quality of hair. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. Will my colleague ex- 
plain what he meant by the phrase * a plain, un- 
questionable African ?”’ 

Mr. COX. 
Abyssinian is an African; but the Africans we 
have here are of a different type altogether, and 
But all 
that is no matter. 

I recall now, very distinctly, that Abyssinian 
whom I saw before the Pope, and as I look atthe 


gentleman I am strongly reminded of him, es- || 
peaity in the ** crispness of the Numidian hair,”’ | 


ut Lam not reminded of him by any special in- 


telligence of countenance, for the African was far | 
my colleague’s superior, both in elocution and in | 


decency. 
But, sir, | made a remark in that book about the 


African race, and the ‘* prejudices”’ of this coun- | 


try toward it; and in the remarks which L made 
the other day I referred again and again to the 
same ineradicable prejudices. ! based part of my 
argument upon the existence of these prejudices. 

Tt did strike me—an American, going from one 
of the northery States—then a young man, imbued 


more or less with such prejudices, going right into | 


St. Peter’s, seeing all these grand rites, and ob- 


He has the benefit of | 
my opinion as to his vulgarity and indecency. | 


> | 
Lhe gentleman has revamped from the dead 


The gentle- | 


The gentleman speaks of | 
him in his book asa real, unquestionable African. | 
An Abyssinian is an | 
| African, but the negroes in thjs country are not | 


I used that expression because an 
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I never give him any, and || serving a person, perhaps about the color of my 


colleague, rising up in that place and delivering a 
Latin oration; it did strike me as a strange spec- 
tacle. The scene would naturally excite surprise 
inme. The Abyssinian was a curiosity, a mon- 
strosity,if you please. I could not help recording 
it; just as | might record the unusual fact of see- 
ing a calf with five legs, or with two legs, if my 
colleague pleases, or an abolitionist pretending to 
be a Union man, or any other such sport of nature. 
1 would naturally make a note of it; and that is the 
| way it gotinto my book. Thatisall. The gea- 

tleman does not even do the justice to give my 
narration of that matter, Fle has the indecency 
to garble it, while he had the whole narration in 
|| the book before him. He gave noexplanation of 

the phenomenon, such as | gave there, and such 
as I give here. I have notread the book for years, 
| and have not looked at the passage, except when 

I have seen it in the newspapers of my district, 

garbled, with stars, as the gentleman will doubt- 
less fix it in his speech. 
But | remember that I stated in the book that I 
|| was so much surprised ai that peculiar scene in 
the Sistine chapel that [ inquired into the philo- 
sophical reason for it; and turning to Macaulay's 
history, I found the explanation. There | learned 
that the Catholic church had never, from the be- 
ginning of its spiritual rule down to the present 
time, made any distinction, except between the 
priesthood, who represented God, and the people; 
that before God all men of all castes were regarded 
as equal. Thatis her creed. She carries it out 
in this country—carries it out in the South, where 
negroes are slaves, as well asin the North, where 
they arenot. Go intoany Catholic church South, 
and you will find bowing at the same altar the 
negro and his master; and in the North, too, you 
will find the negro and the white man bowing at 
the same altar in the Catholic church. But you 
will not find it in your hypocritical puritanical 
churches. Even in the church of your model 
preacher, Cheever, some time ago a negro was 
removed from his church for sitting in a pew with 
a white family. Oh! you miserable hypocrites, 
who go about talking of the rights of black men, 
and their equality with whites, while you do notin 
fact treat them with the same kindness or respect 
as they are treated by their owners in the South. 
Go into a Catholic church in New Orleans, and 
you will find black and white, slave and free, 
worshiping in the same church, and bowing be- 
fore the same Presence. The gentleman from 
Ohio and the honorable chairman of this commit- 
tee, [Mr. Asuxey,] perhaps will never be caught 
in that predicament, if they ever bow at all, of 
which I am not advised, 

But, Mr. Chairman, Macaulay gave the proper 
|| elucidation of this matter. He says that, in the 
middle ages, the Church of Rome was the great 
barrier between a feudal aristocracy and the peo- 
ple. She protected the people against the encroach- 
ment of the powerful. She stood up against all 
distinctions of caste and color, because she held 
that all men were equal before God and the priest- 
hood. She even held, says Macaulay, that the 
hereditary slave, or serf, or villein, might attain to 
the priesthood and become the spiritual master of 
the hereditary master. 

This Abyssinian student of the Propaganda, ed- 
| ucated at Rome, to return to his own people and 
| there to preach the Gospel, was but an illustration 
| of the historic truth which Macaulay states, and 

which [ stated in my book, but which the gentle- 
|| man did not give. 

I say, that explanation of this matter the gen- 
| tleman does not give; but he tries to draw the in- 
ference, from his partial extract, that because I 
referred to the prejudice against blacks in Amer- 
| ica, I am in favor, or was then in favor, of negro 
| equality in civil or social matters. No such in- 
ference as that can be drawn from what I said. | 
| never favored any such equality at any period of 
| 








my life. Never. Fram the time | could think I 
|| have always been a Democrat, and from that ume 
|| L have always perceived and held the negro to be 
|| an inferior race of men to the white. 

|| IJ have always maintained that this Government 
|| was intended as a white man’s Government. It 
|| was formed by white men and for white men. 
Our laws and institutions were framed for them 
alone. Because | recognize the fact that negroes 
|| have souls to be saved, even as white men, or be- 
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cause | stated their equality in the spiritual sense, 
as itis recoynized by the Catholic church, it does 
not follow that I favor or that any Catholic favors 
the doctrine of the political and social equality of 
the negro in this country as my colleague tried to 


infer. Such an inference is utterly unwarranted. | 
I never would deprive the negro of his right to wor- | 


ship God as he pleases. No constitution, North 
or South, ever pretended to place him under any 


spiritual disability. Our fathers are responsible 


for piacing him under civil disabilities; and the | 


Puritan slave traders of the past century are in | 
part responsible for placing him under the social | 


ban; and continuing thatban to the present hour. 

Se much for that. It is a trifling business, but 
it seems to have been a matter of great importance 
in the mind of my colleague. He has spent three 
or four weeks in getting up this reply, and he 
comes here to deliver it when we are in the last 
days of the session, and while we are seeking to 


dr 


aw the public business of Congress to an end. | 


[le gets his colleague | Mr. Asuvey] into the chair 
so that he may get the floor to deliver a printed | 


speech, made out of the miserable forgotten stuff of 


Ohio personal politics in years gone by. He lugs | 
into his speech a phrase about ** Sunset,’”’ in con- | 
nection with myself,which was neverapplied to me | 


opprobriously, but which,at home, has long ago 
become obsolete among the lowest scavengers of 
his own party. I refer to it to show the animus 
of his speech and the slang of its style. No Re- 
publican in my district but will be ashamed of 
such an attack upon me. The gentleman ought 
to be ashamed of himself. He ought to hide his 
head. He qught not to come here again standing 
in the attitudeofa man. He is beneath even the 
negro whom he strives to place on an equality with 
himself. Hedeserves no consideration among gen- 
tlemen. No man does,who by such means seeks to 
place another ina false position. You ought to be 
ashamed of yourself, sir! [Laughter.] Bat when 
resort is had to such personal scandal, it shows 
that the member has about got to the end of his 
varn. He reminds me a little of a story of an old 
Yankee lady, who, as she went to bed one evening, 
was so thirsty that she drank froma cup in which, 
by some aceident, a ball of woolen yarn had fallen; 
and in the dark she drank yarn and all, but lefta 
little of the wool sticking to her teeth. After re- 
tiring she began to pick at the wool, and in re- 
moving it, she began to draw out the yarn. Ina 
state of great alarm, as she continued pulling and 
pulling out the yarn, she called out, ** husband! 
husband! get up, for the love of God ; [ believe I 
am raveling and raveling réight éout.”? [Laugh- 
ter.] That is about the conditon of my colleague. 
He is * raveling out’’ on this negro business. 
This attack on my book and his ‘‘ Sunset”’ epi- 
thets show that he is hanging to the last hair at 
the end of the tail of the abolition animal. 

Mr. HUTCHINS rose. 

Mr. COX. No, sir; 1 do not yield to that gen- 
tleman. He declined to yield to me to make a 
correction as to a fact about printing my speech, 
which, if he had permitted me to make, I should 
have taken no further notice of him. 

Now, one word as to what my colleague says of 
my being for this Union. I wantto set that matter 
right between us. | can prove from the record that 
he has always been against this Union. He has 
always been a revolutionist, and so have his people 
revolted against the Federal authority. In times 
past who came to Cleveland for the rescue of par- 
ties who had defied the Federal authority? Who 
marched through the streets of Cleveland with a 
banner on which was this inscription: ‘Ashta- 
bula. The revolution of 1776 and the revolution 
of 1859. Down with the fugitive slave act!’’ I saw 
it printed in your Republicampapers at Cleveland 
and Columbus. No one dare deny it. 

It was his people, whom hecorrectly represents, 
who concealed the seoundrelly confederates of 
John Brown, They have always contemned and 
opposed the Federal authority. Yet he talks to me 
about my consorting with traitorsand rebels! The 
gentleman knows very well that in this he did not 
state the truth. He knows that from the time I first 
entered these Halls until the present, I have been 
standing by this Federal Government, when he 
was against itand for revolution. He knows very 
well that the statement he made about my having 
supported Mr, Buchanan, or any of his Cabinet, in 
any secession sympathy or act, isnot true. He 
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knows that I stood by Stephen A. Douglas; that 


| 


during many long contests here I fought with him | 


and for his principles. He knows that | hold my 


seat in this House in consequence of having beaten | 


a Breckinridge man and a Republican, who, it was | 
believed, were allied to defeat me, becauge | wasa | 


Democrat of the Douglas stamp. He knows that 
I never supported Mr. Buchanan or his Cabinet in 
any disunion schemes; but that, from beginning 
to end, I have been loyal and true to my oath and 
to my country. 

Mr. Chairman, if I consort in this House with 
traitors, I cannot help it; but the traitors are not 
on this side of the House. Now, let us see who 
is the loyal Union man, the member or myself? 


On the 9th of February, 1861, in a discussion be- | 


tween us on this floor, my colleague said: 
** Now, this is all that I desired to say. [ am willing that 


| my constituents shall stand by their record, shall stand by 


their position. I will stand by mine. 1am in favor of the 
Union as it is, and as our fathers gave it to us; but Ido pot 
think it can be preserved by sacrificing those very princi- 
ples on which itis based. If the cause of liberty is to be 





betrayed and crucified in the year of grace 1861, I trust that | 


there will not be found among its aposties a betrayer and 
crucifier.”’ 


He says he is ‘* for the Union, if liberty is not 
‘crucified.’’? Whatdoes he mean by that? We 


| knew what he means. Weunderstand the kinks of 
He means if liberty is given to | 


these gentlemen. 
the negro; he is not for constitutional freedom as 
our fathers established it. No, sir, he is not for 
this Union except on conditions. He is for it with 
an “if”? anda ‘*but.”? He mightas well say he is 
for the Union if Frémont is retained in command, 


or that he is for the Union if there is a tariff on | 


wool. He is for the Union if so and so is done. 
He is not an unconditional Union man. I am. 

Now, hear my answer to the gentleman on that 

occasion: 
** The last remark of the gentleman shows just where he 
is. He says he is for the Union, but with an ‘if and and; 
qualifying his remark with the phrase that he is only for 
the Union, ‘if liberty be not crucified.’ 
ought to know, that the Union is the only shield of liberty. 
But he means, if he means anything, that, if there be power 
in the Government to crush out slavery, either in the Ter- 
ritories or in States, then he is for the Union; but he is not 
for it if it does not give that power. He is not for it unless 
he can make it the instrument of his fanaticism. I say that 
I am for the Union, without qualification or condition, now 
and all the time. I[ will do what the gentleman will not— 
yield and compromise much for its salvation. The gentle- 
man said in his speeeh, a while ago, that I would be for the 
Union, provided the Republican party should be crushed 
out. [do not know, Mr. Speaker, but that it may be neces- 
sary to roll the Juggernaut car over this Republican party 
to save the Union; but I would even be willing to give a 
lease of power for fifty years to that party, if 1 could see 
that it would conduct the Government on principles like 
those of my colleague, [Mr. Corwin,] which would pre- 
serve the Union. I would be willing to surrender party 
supremacy, if thereby we could keep the old stars and 
stripes floating over the national Congress. [Applause. ]”’ 

Now, there is this difference between the gen- 
tleman and myself. When he talks about m 
sympathy with traitors, about my support of Mr. 
Buchanan in his traitorous schemes, he knows that 
he does not speak the truth, for here is my record 
taken from my own lips. My speech against 
secession in December, 1860, and my recorded 
votes ever since, attest the truth of my statement, 
and my unwavering fidelity to my oath and duty. 

Bat I have already taken up too much time upon 
this personal apes The gentleman has made 
itpersonal. In conclusion, | say that aman who 
can stand up in this Congress and say that he is 
for the Union conditionally, whatever condition it 
may be, or who would place the destruction of 
slavery above the Union, as the Abolitionists here 
do, is a man who would commit an overt act of 
treason at any time, and he deserves just what the 
traitors at the South deserve. He deserves con- 
viction, judgment, and execution. 

Mr. MORRIS resumed the floor, but yielded 
it to 

Mr. PENDLETON, who moved that the com- 
mittee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Asuiey reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generall 
under consideration, and particularly a bill in ref- 
erence to Sanderson’s breech-loading cannon, and 
had come to no conclusion thereon. 

And then, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, (at half 
past four o'clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned 
until Monday. 


He knows, or | 
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IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, July 7, 1862. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunpeatanp. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


PETITIONS. 
Mr. WILMOT presented the petition of Thomas 


|W. Braidwood, praying for a donation of public 


lands to such States as may establish schools of 
design for the industrial education of women; 


| which was referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands. 
Mr. CLARK presented the petition of Mary 
C. Fitzpatrick, praying compensation for extraor- 


| dinary services rendered by hier late husband, 


| John C. Fitzpatrick, as an officer of the Senate; 


which was referred to the Committee to Auditand 
Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 

Mr. HARRIS presented a petition of importing 
merchants of New York, praying that the act tem- 
porarily increasing duties on imports may be so 
amended as not to affect merchandise in bond or 


| on shipboard on the Ist day of August next; which 





was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
531) increasing temporarily the duties on imports, 
and for other purposes, have instructed me to re- 
port it back with amendments. I wish the bill, 
with the amendments, to be printed at once, so 
that we may have it to-morrow, and I give notice 
to gentlemen that to-morrow I shall move to take 
it up. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill and 


' amendments will be printed, as a matter of course. 


Mr. TEN EYCK, from the Committee on Com- 


| merce, to whom the subject was referred, reported 


a bill (S. No. 382) in addition to the act entitled 
** An act to amend an act entitled An act to pro- 
vide for the better security of passengers on board 
vesseis propelled in whole or in part by steam, 


and for other purposes,’’’ approved 30th of Au- 
| gust, 1852; which was read, and passed to a 


second reading. 
Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee on Pat- 


| ents and the Patent Office, to whom was referred 
| the memorial of Thatcher Perkins and William 


McMahon, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill (S. No. 381) for the relief of Thatcher Per- 
kins and William McMahon; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. 


ARMY OF THE POTOMAC. 
Mr. CHANDLER submitted the following 


resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to fur- 
nish, for the use of the Senate, all orders of the Executive 
to Major General George B. McClellan, relative to the ad- 
vance of the army of the Potomac upon Richmond, and all 
correspondence between the said General George B. Mc- 
Clellan and the Executive, from the date of the President’s 
order to the said General McClellan to advance upon Ma- 
nassas on the 22d of February, 1862, and the Ist day of 
May, 1862; likewise the numerical foree of the army of 
the Potomac, as shown by the morning rolls on the first 
days of November and December, 1861, and January, Feb- 
ruary, and March, 1862; the number of troops which Gen- 
eral McClellan took to Fortress Monroe, the number at 
Fortress Monroe, and the number of reinforcements sup- 
plied him up to and including the 25th day of June, 1862. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there any 
objection to the present consideration of this reso- 
lution? 

Mr. HARRIS and Mr. BROWNING. §Letit 
lie over. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It willlie over 
under the rule. 


ADMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA. 


Mr. WILLEY. I desire to throw myself on 
the indulgence of the Senate this morning and ask 
them to postpone all prior orders with a view of 
taking up Senate bill No. 365, providing for the 
admission of the State of West Virginia into the 
Union. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that bill will not 
be taken up. It seems to me that we are not pre- 


pared to act definitely on that subject now. At 
any rate there is much other important business, 
and we are approaching what seems to be consid- 
ered by most members of Congress the close of 
the session, and it seems to me we should not take 
up a bill of that character which will certainly lead 
to very protracted debate before it can be passed, 
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if it can be passed atall. I hope the Senate will 
not consent to postpone all other business, and 
employ its time in discussing that question at pres- 
ent. We may as well have the test question upon 
taking itup. If that bill is to be taken up and 





other business postponed—if that is the sense of 


the Senate—the sooner we know it, and are pre- 
pared to decide upon it definitely, perhaps the bet- 
ter. Il ask for the yeas and nays on taking up 
that bill, and I hope that may be regarded as 
decisive of our disposition to go on with it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Virginia moves to postpone all prior orders, 
and that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of the bill for the admission of West Virginia into 
the Union, and upon this motion the yeas and 
nays are demanded. . 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. WILLEY. I regret very much that the 


Senator from Illinois takes the view of the subject 


he hasexpressed. This matter comes before the 
Senate, not merely by the certification of the assent 
of the Legislature of Virginia, one of the States 


of this Union, but it comes with the language of 
request and memorial upon the face of the act of 


assent itself, soliciting Congress to admit this new 
State as one of the United States. It comes, then, 


with all the authority of the legislative voice of 


one of the States of this Union, It has been pre- 
sented here for several weeks; six weeks ago | 
submitted it; the report of the committee has been 
on the table for some time; the amendments pro- 
posed by that report have been printed, and Sen- 
ators have had ample time to look into the ques- 
tion and form a judgment on the subject. It seems 
to me that the Senate ought not to disregard, es- 
ecially under the circumstances, the voice of the 
egislature of one of the States of this Union; and 
that section of the State which is most interested 
in this matter, which it is proposed to erect into 
a separate State of the Union, makes an appeal 
to the Senate of the United States under circum- 
stances which it seems to me ought not to be dis- 
regarded at this day. She stands here with her 
heart bleeding; with all her industrial interests and 
and commercial interests prostrate. She comes 
here with her fields desolated, with a heart that 
has never flinched in the contest for this Union, 
keeping her internal foes, as well as her external 
adversaries,atbay. From every quarter and sec- 
tion of this new State, I receive letters by the dozen 
daily that unless some relief is given to that sec- 
tion, the Union men must take their families and 
find homes in the West. That will be the result 
of the denial of the petition of this State. I say 
what I know, and I say it with no view of influ- 
encing the Senate by any words of menace. Far 
be it from me to use words of menace, if I had the 
power so to do towards a body like this; but I 
say the result will be—I have the best evidence 
in the world of it—that the leading Union men 
and all who are able to get out of that State, for 
which we have been fighting and bleeding and 
standing firm to this day, will inevitably be com- 
pelled to leave their homes and their firesides and 
seek as best they may an asylum somewhere else. 
That, sir, is the fact, and there is another fact I 
will mention 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Virginia will pardon the Chair. It is with 
great reluctance the Chair feels bound to interpose 
and to say that these collateral questions to take 
up, or postpone, or refer, at this stage of the ses- 
sion, do not open the question to general debate. 
Therefore the Chair would respectfully suggest 
for the government of Senators, every member 
being governed by his own sense of propriety 
under all circumstances, to confine the discussion 
to the appropriate and direct collateral question 
before the body. 
Mr. WILLEY. I have no desire to enter into 
a general discussion. I was only suggesting rea- 
sons which were forcible to my mind showing the 
necessity for immediately acting upon this sub- 
ject. I do not wish to take up the time of the 
Senate in discussing the general question. I wish 
to have it taken up and acted upon and eettle this 
question. The people who have suspended their 
business in that section of the State awaiting the 
result on this issue will then know what to do. 
if they have to leave, they had better leave soon 
than late; and if they remain, they can go to work. 
I do trust that the Senate will take it up and act 
upon it in some form or other. 




















Mr. WADE. Iam in no condition to argue 
this matter, even if it were in order; but | wish 
that we might act definitely on this subject now, 
because I know the people of West Virginia be- 
lieve that it is vitally important that this question 
should be acted upon at this session. They fear 
if it is not, the time will go by. I do not think 
there is anything in it which would lead to pro- 
tracted discussion. Every Senator has made up 
his mind whether he will go for it or not, and I 
wish we would take it up and decide it. My opin- 
ion is, we ought to pass it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary 
will call the roll on the motion of the Senator from 
Virginia. 

Mr. FOSTER. I suggest that, by unanimous 
consent, the call for the yeas and nays might be 
withdrawn, and a division asked, and if a major 
ity of a quorum vote ‘‘ay,”’’ that then the ques- 
tion be given up, and the vote taken in that way. 
I think we shall save ourselves a great deal of 
trouble if we consent to that arrangement. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The yeas and 
nays have been ordered, and the Secretary will 
call the roll. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 17, nays 18; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Carlile, Clark, Collamer, Doolittle, Foot, 
Grimes, Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Howe, Lane of Kan- 
sas, Nesmith, Sherman, Sumner, Wade, Willey, and 
Wright—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Cowan, 
Davis, Fessenden, Foster, Kennedy, King, McDougall, 
Morrill, Powell, Rice, Simmons, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wil- 
kinson, and Wilson of Massachusetts—18, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Morais, Chief Clerk, announced that the 

ouse of Representatives had passed the follow- 
ing billand joint resolution; in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate : 

An act (No. 524) prohibiting the confinement 
of persons in the military service of the United 
States in the penitentiary of the District of Co- 
lumbia, excepting as a punishment for certain 
crimes, and to discharge therefrom certain con- 
victs by sentence of courts-martial, and for other 
purposes; and 

A joint resolution (No. 98) authorizing the 
Secretary of War to furnish extra clothing to sick, 
Genadad’ and other soldiers. 

The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives insisted upon its disagreement to 


certain amendments of the’ Senate to the bill of 


the House (No. 423) making appropriations for 
the naval service for the year ending 30th of June, 
1863, and upon its amendments to other amend- 
ments of the Senate, disagreed to by the Senate, 


agree to the conference asked by the Senate on 
I 


the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, 


and had appointed Mr. Tuappevus Stevens of | 


Pennsylvania, Mr. C. B. Sepewicx of New York, 


and Mr. E. B. Wasusurne of Illinois, managers 


at the same on its part. 

The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives had agreed to some and disagreed 
to other amendments of the Senate to the bili of 
the House (No. 393) making appropriations for 
sundry civil expenses of the Government, for the 
year ending 30th June, 1863, and additional ap- 
propriations for the year ending 30th of June, 
1862, and had agreed to the eighth amendment of 
the Senate, with an amendment; in which it re- 
quested the concurrence of the Senate. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 379) to 
amend an act entitled * An act to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad and telegraph line from the 
Missouri river to the Pacific ocean, and to secure 
to the Government the use of the same for postal, 
military, and other purposes,” approved July 2, 
1862. 

ADDITIONAL TREASURY NOTES. 


The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives had disagreed to the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill of the House (No. 187) to 
authorize an additional issue of the United States 
notes, and for other purposes, ask a conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses there- 
on, and has appointed Mr. Tuappevus Stevens 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. E. G. Spauipine of New 
York, and Mr. Joun S. Puexrs of Missouri, 
managers at the same on its part. 
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The Senate proceeded to consider its amend- 
ments to the bill of the House (No. 187) to au- 
thorize an additional issue of United States notes, 
and for other purposes, disagreed to by the House 
of Representatives; and, 


On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amendments 
to the said bill disagreed to by the House of Representatives, 


and ask a conference on qhe disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon. 


Ordered, ‘That the committee of conference on the part 
of the Senate be appointed by the President pro f@mpore. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. 
Fessenpen, Mr. Suerman, and Mr. Waienur. 


CARMACK AND RAMSEY. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
mentof the House of Representatives to the resolu- 
tion of the Senate (No. 89) in relation to the claim 
of Carmack and Ramsey; and 

-On motion of Mr. RICE, it was 

Ordered, Thatit be referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

ADDITIONAL CIVIL APPROPRIATIONS. 


The Senate proceeded to consider its amend- 
ments to the bill of the House (No. 393) making 
further appropriations for sundry civil expenses 
of the Government for the year ending 30th June, 
1863, and additional appropriations for the year 
ending 30th of June, 1862, disagreed to by the 
House of Representatives, and the amendment of 
the House to the eight amendment of the Senate 
to the said bill; and 

On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amendments 
to the said bill, disagreed to by the House of Representa 
tives, disagree to the amendment of the House to the eighth 
amendment of the Senate thereto, and ask a conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 

Ordered, That the committee of conference on the part 
of the Senate, be appointed by the President pro tempore 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. 
Coxtcamer, Mr. Suerman, and Mr. Crark. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed the 
following enrolled bills; which thereupon received 
the signature of the President pro tempore: 

A bill (S. No. 256) for the relief of the widows 
and orphans of the officers, seamen, and marines 
of the United States ships Cumberland and Con- 
gress; 

A bill (S. No. 303) for the relief of D. G. Far- 
ragut; 

A bill (S. No. 307) to grant the right of pre- 
emption to settlers on certain lots in Wisconsin; 

A bill (S. No. 362) in relation to the Post Office 
Department; 

A joint resolution (S. No. 61) tendering the 
thanks of Congress to Captain Louis M. Golds- 
borough and officers, petty officers, seamen, and 
marines under his command, for the victory at 
Roanoke Island; 

A joint resolution (S. No. 66) expressive of the 
thanks ef Congress to Lieutenant J. L. Worden, 
of the United States Navy, and to the officers and 
men under his command in the Monitor; 

A joint resolution (S. No. 77) for the relief of 
the officers, non-commissioned officers, and pri- 
vates of the battalion of marines on board the 
transport Governor, on the 3d of November, 1861; 

A joint resolution (S. No. 83) of thanks to Cap- 
tain David G. Farragut, of the United States 
Navy, and to the officers and men under his com- 
mand; 

A joint resolution (S. No. 85) to compensate 
the crew of the United States steamer Varuna for 
clothing and other property lost in the public 
service; 

A bill (H. R. No. 540) making appropriations 
for the payment of the bounty authorized by the 
sixth section of an act entitled ‘* An act to author- 
ize the employment of volunteers to aid in en- 
forcing the laws and protecting public property ,”’ 
approved July 22, 1861, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. No. 529) concerning certain lands 
heretofore granted to the State of lowa; 

A bill (H. R. No. 543) relating to schools for 
the education of colored children in the cities of 
Washington and Georgetown, in the District of 
Columbia; 

A bill (H. R. No. 545) to authorize the Sec- 


|| retary of the Treasury to appoint a deputy coi- 


| lector of customs at Chincoteague Island, un the 
Stare of Virginia; 


ae 
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A bill (H.R. No. 549) to abolish certain ports 
of delivery in the Mississippi valley; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 87) to confirm 
the adverse decision of the Court of Claims in 
the case of Dennis Cronans; 

A joint resolation (H. R. No. 88) to confirm 
the adverse decision of the Court of Claims in 
the case of T. Ss. Bis Johnson; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 89) to confirm 
the adverse decision of the Court of Claims in the 
of the executor of Louis Warrington and | 
ounpers; | 

\ joint resolution (H. R. No. 90) to confirm 
the adverse decision of the Court of Claims in 
the case of Abraham King, administrator of John 
Mandeville; 

A joint resolution (H.R. No, 91) to confirm 
the adverse decision of the Court of Claims in 
the case of Richard Irwin, trustee of the Me- 
chanics’ Bank,’ New York; and ‘ 

A joint resolution (H, R. No. 92) to confirm 
the adverse decision of the Court of Claims in 
the case of C. ie Je nkins and W. W. Mann, as- 


signees of John McKinnie. 


cast 


EMANCIPATION IN THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. GRIMES. I move to take up the bill (S. 
No. 351) supplementary to the ** Act for the re- | 
lease of certain persons held to service or labor in | 
the District of Columbia,’’ approved April 16, 
1862. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. The first 
section of the bill provides that the oath or affirm- | 
ation required by the second section of the ** act 
for the release of certain persons held to service 
or labor in the District of Columbia,’’ to verify 
the statements or petitions in writing before the 
commissioners of persons holding claim to ser- 
vice or labor against persons of African descent, 
freed and discharged therefrom under that act, may 
in all cases in which the persons holding claims 
are infants or minors, be made by the guardian or 
by any other person, whether separately or jointly, 
having thecustody, management, orcontrol by law 
of the person and property of such infants or mi- 
nors; and ip all cases in which the persons holding 
claims are non-residents of the District of Colum- 
bia, or residentabsentees, the oath or affirmation 
may be made by their attorney or agent; and in all 
casesin which the statements or petitions of persons | 
in the military or navalservice of the United States 
shall have been or may be hereafter verified before 
any commander ofany military post, or of any offi- | 
cer having separate command of any military force 
in the field, or before any captain, commander, or 
leutenant commanding tn the Navy, they are to 
be received and deemed valid, to all intents and | 
purposes, as fully as if the verification had been 
or weve made before any officer competent by law 
to take and administer oaths and affirmations; but 
the commissioners are to be satisfied that, at the 
time of the verification, the person making the 
same was employed in the military or naval ser- 
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vice of the United States, within the jurisdiction 
of a rebellious State or Territory, and unable to 
make the oath or affirmation required, before any 
officer authorized by law to take or administer the 
same, holding allegiance to the United States. 

The second section declares all persons held, 
by virtue of the laws of the District of Columbia, | 
to service or labor as slaves by persons actually 
resident within the District on the 6th of April, 
1862, or since that day, to be declared free and 
forever released from such servitude, whether the 
persons so held to service or labor were, by the 
act of their respective claimants, required to per- 
form service or labor within the District, or else- | 
where within the United States, 

The third section declares free all persons held | 
to service or labor under the laws of any State, 
and who at any time since the 16th of April, 1862, 
by the consent of the person to whom such service 
or labor is claimed to be owing, have been aciually 
employed within the District of Columbia. 

The fourth section proposes to authorize the 
President of the Unitcd States to appoint, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, a so- | 
licitor of the commission appointed under the act 
approved April 16, 1862, with a compensation at 
the rate of $2,000 per annum. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. Cottamer]} has asked me what is the pur- 
pose and scope of the bill under consideration. It 
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will be remembered that, when the President of 
the United States notified the Senate of his ap- 
proval of the act of the 16th of April last, eman- 
cipating slaves in this District, he stated that he 
had some objections to it, on the ground that the 
rights of femes covert, absent persons, miners, 
&c., were not saved. The first section of this bill 
is designed to cover cases of that kind; and it pro- 
vides that where persons were out of the country, 
officers of the Army or Navy, or idiots, or minors, 
or persons who are laboring under any disability 
of that kind, shall have an opportunity to come in 
and prove their claims to property of this descrip- 
tion within a time limited, 

The second section of the bill, as the committee 
propose, is intended to cover cases of this kind: 
it has been discovered that there are some persons 
who have been held as slaves whose owners are 
in arms against the country; there is nobody here 
to represent those owners; and it is impossible, 
therefore, for those colored persons to get any evi- 
dence of their manumission or their emancipation; 
and itis provided that, if any person having claim 
to the service or labor of any person or persons 
in the District of Columbia, by reason of African 
descent, shall neglect or refuse to file with the clerk 
of the circuit court the statement or schedule re- 
quired by the ninth section of the act of April 16, 
1862, it shall be lawful for the person or persons 
whose services are claimed to file such statement 
in writing or schedule, setting forth the particular 
facts mentioned in the ninth section of that act, 
and the elerk is to record the same; and the clerk 
is then to prepare, prescribe, and deliver the cer- 
tificates, as described in the tenth section of that 
act, to such persons as shall file their statements. 
l understand that there are several cases—I am 
so informed by one of the commissioners—where 
this description of persons are claimed by persons 
now in rebellion and beyond our reach. 

The next section declares that all persons who 
are held to service under the laws of any State, 
and who at any time since the 16th of April have, 
by the consent of the persons who have held 
them, been forced to labor in this District, shall 
be free. I suppose that is the common law atany 
rate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia propose to 
amend the bill by striking out the second section. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I see that 
the committee have inserted two very excellent 
sections, but they propose to strike out the second 
and fourth sections of the original bill. I do not 
see the necessity of that. The second section of 
the bill was intended to cover the cases of persons 
who were held to service or labor in this District, 
resided here with their masters, but have been re- 
cently hired out in the neighboring States, espe- 
cially the State of Maryland. There are cases of 
such persons whose names have not been returned 
by their masters, and who have no remedy un- 
less we give itto them. I presented a petition a 
short time ago in relation to one case of this kind— 
the petition of a person born in the District, beld 
here to service, who had always lived here until 
recently, and'was hired out over the line a few 
months ago. I think the commissioners ought to 
construe the law to cover those cases, for in my 
judgment the law should be construed in favor of 
personal rights; but there is some doubt about it, 
and hence the necessity for legislation on the sub- 


ject. I have talked to some of the commissioners 


in regard to it, and find that there is doubt on the 
qaesuion. I think that section of the bill oughtto 
stand, notwithstanding the dissent of the report of 
the committee. The fourth section of the bill pro- 
vided for the appointment of a solicitor, with a 
compensation at the rate of $2,000 per annum, 
My own opinion is that a good solicitor would 
save to the Government of the United States fifty 
or one hundred thousand dollars under this act. 
Ihave not a doubt about it. There is already 
evidence of the fact that the Government is being 
cheated. There will be a great deal of cheating 
of the Government, and some cases will be paid 
for that ought not to be paid for; anda good, act- 
ive, thorough-going solicitor would defeat those 
cases. I believe that is so; still J] am not stren- 
uous about that section; but it does seem to me, 
unless the committee have excellent reasons for 
it, that the second section should be retained. 
Mr. GRIMES. I will state the reason why the 
committee recommend the striking out of that sec- 
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tion. As I understand it, the purport of that sec- 
tion was this: that if a person had been held to 
slavery in the District of Columbia prior to the 
emancipation act, and had been sent by the man 
who claimed to be his master out of the District 
prior to the passage of that act, then under the 
law he should become free. We did not believe 
we had that power. He was held asa slave under 
the law of the State of Maryland, to which he had 
been sent, and we did not suppose we could legis- 
late for the State of Maryland. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on striking out the second section. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT protempore. The commit- 
tee further propose to amend the bill by adding 








| the following new section: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That if any person 
having claim to the service or labor of any person or persons 
in the District of Columbia by reason of African descent, 
shall neglect or refuse to file with the clerk of the circuit 
court of the District of Columbia the statement in writing 
or schedule provided in the ninth section of the act ap- 
proved April 16, 1862, to which this is supplementary, then 
ii shall be lawful for the person or persons, whose services 
are claimed, as aforesaid, to file such statement in writing 
or schedule setting forth the particular facts mentioned in 
said ninth section ; and the said clerk shall receive and re- 
cord the same as provided in said section on receiving fifty 
cents each therefor. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to make an inquiry 
about this matter of the chairman of the commit- 
tee. If I understand it aright, the former act pro- 
vided, by a provision inserted on my motion, that 
the owners of slaves should have no claim unless 
they filed a descriptive list, and thereupon, on the 
filing of that list, the certificate of manumission 
should beissued by the court. Ifthe masters fail or 
neglect to do that, theycan have no claim; they do 
not make any, and the proposition is that in such 
a case the colored person may file the descriptive 
list, and thereupon shall have a manumission cer- 
tificate. 

Mr. GRIMES. That is the purpose of it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I suggest to the chairman 
whether this provision would not enable any fu- 
gitive slave from abroad coming into this District, 
to file this certificate, pretending he was owned 
by a person in this District, when he never had 
been, and obtain a certificate of manumission 
without the court ever passing on the subject at 
all, or knowing anything about it, and thus create 
trouble for them and for other people, and do them 
no good. To guardagainst that. ought there not 
to be a provision that when the blacks file these 
descriptive lists, saying that they belong to A, 
B, and C, that those should be passed upon by 
the commissioners in some way or other; that 
they should decide whether these people ought to 
receive manumission papers or not, and not make 
it the duty of the clerk, with nobody to check it 
whatever. Colored people from all parts of the 
United States may get here and obtain certificates 
from the clerk. They may claim to belong to 
John Stokes, or somebody else, when there never 
was such a person here, perhaps, or if there was, 
he never owned them. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on agreeing to the amendment to insert this sec- 
tion. 

The question being put, it was declared that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. GRIMES. Do the Senate vote to strike 
it all out? 

Mr. COLLAMER. I so voted, perhaps mis- 
takenly, and I will state the ground on which I 
did it. If the committee will arrange this section 
in some way so that the commissioners shall pass 
upon these certificates of manumission, it is all 
right; but if they do not arrange it in that way, 
I do not want that section. It will do harm, and 
no good. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. In order to 
give the chairman of the committee a little time to 
consider this matter, 1 should like to make a re- 
port from a committee of conference. It will take 
but a few moments to have it acted upon, and will 
give gentlemen a little opportunity to arrange this 
bill so as to make it satisfactory. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will 
receive a report from a committee of conference as 
a privileged question. 


PAY OF ARMY OFFICERS. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I submit the 
following report, which I ask may be read. 
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The Secretary read it, as follows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (S. No. 175) 
to define the pay and emoluments of certain officers of the 
Army, and for other purposes, having met, after full and 
free conference have agreed to recommend, and do recom- 
mend, to their respective Houses as follows : 

That the Senate adhere to their disagreement to the 
amendments of the House to the said bill; and that the 
House adhere to its disagreeinent to the Senate’s amend- 
ments to the House amendments to said bill. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I will ex- 
lain the condition of this bill. It will be remem- 
ered that the Senate passed the billsome three or 

four months ago. The House added several sec- 
tions as amendments to the bill, and sent it back to 
the Senate. We agreed to some, and disagreed to 
others; but it was found that we had in the body of 
the bill, to which both Houses had agreed, one or 
two provisions which, owing to the change of af- 
fairs in the country, and owing to various circum- 
stances, it was important should not be enacted 
into alaw. In order to have the bill corrected, 
made perfect, and in accordance to the general 
wishes of the two Houses as nearly as possible, 
we had a committee of conference, and we agreed 
to disagree, and we have framed a bill nearly 
every prevision of which has received the sanction 
of both Houses, with one or two slight modifica- 
tions. We have framed a bill that the committee 
has unanimously agreed to. We have reported 
a disagreement on the old bill, with a view of let- 
ting it drop out of the way, and of passing the 
bill which I holdin my hand as a substitute. We 
are anxious to have it passed to-day to reach the 
House, as it is Monday, a day on which they can 
get it up casily, and pass it without any opposi- 
tion. I think they can; and I think we can pass 
the bill here. [tis a bill that I think we shall all 
agree to. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Has it been printed ? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. eat con- 
tains the provisions agreed to by both Houses in 
the other bill, leaving out certain provisions. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have the 
Senator state what provisions were left out. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. One section 
of the old bill contained a limitation in regard to 
the number of paymasters, which was sent here 
early in the session at the urgent request of the 
Paymaster General, who stated that he had one 
hundred and forty-nine paymasters, and wanted 
to reduce them to one hundred and twenty-five. 
But by the passage of a bill facilitating the sendin 
home of the pay of the soldiers, we have inguaedd 
upon the paymasters nearly a double amount of 
work,and they have been compelled to add twenty- 
five to the number. That section is stricken out. 

Then we had in the bill another section which 
both Houses had agreed to, and which a com- 
mittee of conference, of which the Senator from 
Ohio was a member, have agreed to on another 
bill in regard to pensions, It was very important 
to pass it, and at the time we thought it important 
to put it on this bill; but as it is in another bill, 
and in the same form, we do not want to pass it 
in this bill. 

‘Then there was another section of the bill in 
which both Houses agreed in regard to the stand- 
ard for the raising of volunteers, requiring the 
same standard they have in the Army; but we 
thought, under the present circumstances of the 
country, when it is very important to get volun- 
teers, that it was not best to insist upon that stand- 
ard. We have stricken that out also, and a few 
other little things of that kind; but the bill con- 
tains twenty-two sections, embracing provisions 
that we have generally to, and I think it 
ought to be passed immediately. 

_ Mr CLARK. The Senator will allow me to 
inquire if there is anything in this bill that was 
not in the other. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. There is 
but one section that we have any dispute or doubt 
about; and that was the section in regard to the 
Adjutant General’s office, which the House passed 
by a very strong vote, and insist very strongly 
upon. The Senate did not ex its opinion 
about it, though it was disc here, there 


was some difference about it; and as we had a | 
separate bill on that subject, rather than embar- 
rass this bill, we consented to let itgo by. When | 
it went back to the House, they were very stren- 
uous in retaining it. I believe it is a good pro- 
vision, and that it ought to pass. 

Mr. GRIMES. That raises the rank of twelve 
officers, and increases the number. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. It increases 
one or two; but I will say to the Senator that in | 
the present condition of the Army it is impossible | 
to fill that office up properly from lieutenants. We | 
have used up nearly all of our lieutenants by their 
having been made into captains, and this requires 
the taking hereafter of captains instead of lieuten- 
ants. . 

Mr. GRIMES. You make majors of some. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. We take cap- 
tains and make majors of them, instead of taking 
lieutenants and making them captains. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to inquire if 
there is any limit on the number of paymasters 
now? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. There is 
no limitation in this bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is there in any bill? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I do not 
know that there is. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I would prefer that there 
should be a limit. We know how it has been | 
generally 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The laws 
of the country limit them now. The laws author- 
ize the appointment of one paymaster for every 
two regiments; and they have not that number nor 
half of it, and they can get along without going 
to the extent of the law. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. AsI understand the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, the House and Senate 
both agreed to limit the number of paymasters 
to one hundred and-twenty-five. That is found 
to be too few. Would it not be best to limit it 
somewhere, not to leave it so as to have as many 
as one for every two regiments? It seems to be 
conceded that that number is not needed. I wieh 
the Senator would put in the billa provision limit- 
ing them to say two hundred, or any number. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. We shall 
have two other bills on which we can put a pro- 
vision of that kind if it is thought best to do so 
on reflection; but I think it had better not be put 
on now, because this bill has been generally agreed 
to, and I would prefer that it should not be 
amended. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on concurring in the report of the committee of 
conference. The bill alluded to, and under dis- 
cussion, is not yet before the Senate. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. ‘The com- 
mittee have disagreed on this subject; and I move 
to lay the report of the committee of conference 
on the table. 

Mr.SHERMAN and Mr. FESSENDEN. The 
report had better be adopted. 

he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
would suggest that the proper course is to concur 
in the report of the committee of conference. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. That aban- 
dons the bill, does it not? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Thatends the 
bill. 

The report was concurred in. 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I now ask 
leave to introduce the bill of which I have spoken. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Senator 
fygm Massachusetts asks the unanimous consent 
to introduce a bill. 

There being no objection, leave was granted to 
introduce the bill (S. No. 383) to define the pay 
and emoluments of certain officers of the Army, 
and for other purposes; and it was read twice by 
its title. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move that 
the bill beconsidered. It has had the unanimous 
sanction of the committee, who studied it, and 
nearly every provision in it has had the sanction 
of both Houses of Congress. 


| 
| 











The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It can be done 
only by unanimous consent. 

_Mr. HALE. 1 have consented two or three 
times to such things being done and always re- 
gretted it. The bill can be passed just as well 
to-morrow as to-day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Itis the duty 
of the Chair to announce the special order of the 
day, being the bill (S. No. 200) to establish pro- 
visional governments in certain cases, It waa 
assigned as a special order for this day at twelve 
o’clock. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that that be post- 
gonee for the purpose of considering the bill of the 

enator from Massachusetts. It isa very import- 
ant bill, and it has been passed upon by both 

Houses. s 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope not. The special 
order is a very important bill, and I hope we shall 
dispose of it. 7 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It will only take a short 
time to get through with the other bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think that bill had better 
be printed. There will be probably no objection 
to passing it, and | think we can do it to-morrow. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. They can pase it in the 
House to-day. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. And so they can to-morrow. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Not so well under their 
rules, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If they are unanimous for 
it, there can be no trouble in passing it at any time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is On postponing the special order for this hour. 
It is under the control of a majority of the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I withdraw that motion 
if the Senator from Illinois means to object to this 
bill, because it is unwise to postpone the special 
order for it when one objection will carry the other 
bill over. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Why cannot the House 
pass it without waiting for us? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. They have 
not got the bill to act upon. We have the bill, and 
can pass it to-day; but if it does uot pase to-day, 
I fear there is an end of it, 

N TRUMBULL. Oh, no; it is not an end 
of it, 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I have been 
working a fortnight trying to get this bill through, 
when l ought not. There is but one section on 
which there is a dissenting voice in the Senate, and 
on that I have nodoubt that Congress is four fifths 
one way, the House of Representatives being al- 
most unanimous on that point. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I insist on my motion to 
postpone if there is to be no objection to that bill. 

Mr. DAVIS. I desire to inquire what is the 
question before the Senate. 4 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
before the Senate is the special order of the day, 
which is the bill (8. No. 200) to establish provis- 
ional governments in certain cases, and the Sen- 
ator from Maine moves to postpone the consider- 
ation of that subject. 

Mr. DAVIS. I merely wanted to ascertain if 
there was any question before the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I cannot consent that that 
bill shall be passed until it has been printed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then I withdraw my 
motion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let the bill be eae 

Mr, WILSON, of Massachusetts. 1 hope the 
bill will be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order 
willbe made. The bint resented by the Senator 
from Massachusetts will be printed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills and joint resolution from 
the House of Representatives were severally read 
twice by their titles, and referred: 

A Lill (No. 557) in relation to preémption claims, 
and for other purpeses—to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

A bill (No. 524) prohibiting the confinement of 
persons in the military service of the United States 


: 

a | 
s 
7 
af 
; 
: 

Al 








ware - 


in the penitentiary of the District of Columbia, | 


excepting as a punishment for certain crimes, and 
todischarge therefrom certain convicts by sentence 


Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

A joint resolution (No. 98) authorizing the Sec- 
retary of War to furnish extra clothing to sick, 
wounded, and other soldiers—to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia. 


BILL BECOME A LAW. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Nicoxay, his Secretary, announced 
that the President had approved aud signed, on 
the 5th instant, an act (8S. No. 171) to reorganize 
the Navy Department of the United States. 


EMANCIPATION IN THE DISTRICT. 


Mr.GRIMBS. I desire to be informed whether 
the bill Lealied up is still on the President’s table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It was before 
the Senate, and is superseded by the special order 
of the day. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move to suspend that for ten 
minutes. I do not think there will be any con- 
troversy about this bill. I have drawn up an 


amendment which will cover the objection of the | 


Senator from Vermont. 
The motion was agreed to. 





The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The — \| 
*¢ 


is On agreeing to the amendment reported by the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, to insert 
anew section as section two, on page 3. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
amendment reported by the District Committee 
as the third section, The previous section merely 
allows a person who has been claimed as a slave 
to file his own petition, in case that no one should 
present a claim for him as a slave, in order to get 
the benefit of the act now. I move to insert in 
the first line ofsection three, after the word *‘ that,’’ 
these words: 

Whenever the facts set forth in said statement or sched- 
ule shall be found by the commissioners to be true. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from lowa proposes to amend the amendment re- 
ported by the committee. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, and the amendment as amended was adopted, 
as follows: 

insert as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, ‘hat whenever the facts set 
forth in said statement or schedule shall be found by the 
commissioners to be true, the said clerk and his successors 
in office shall prepare, sign, and deliver certificates, as pre- 
scribed in the tenth section of the act to which this is sup- 
plementary, to such person or persons as shall file their 
statements in pursuance of the foregoing section, in all re- 
spects the same as if such statements were filed by the 
person having claim to their service or labor. 

The next amendment reported by the commit- 
tee is in section three of the bill, line six, after the 
words ** District of Columbia,”’ toinsert ** or who 
shall be hereafter thus employed;”’ so as to read: 

By the consent of the person to whom such service or 
labor is claimed to be owing, have been actually employed 


within the District of Columbia, or who shall be hereafter 
thus employed, are hereby declared free. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
strike out section four in these words: 


Sac. 4. and be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States be, aud he hereby is, authorized to ap- 
point, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a 
solicitor of the commission appointed under the act ap- 
proved April 16, 1862, entitled “* An act for the release of 
certain persons held to service or labor in the District of 
Columbia ;”’ and the compensation of said solicitor shall 
be at the rate of $2,000 per annum. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. | I offer an additional section: 


And be it further enacted, ‘That in ail the judicial proceed- 
ings in the District of Columbia there shail be no exclusion 
of any witness on account of color. 


Mr. POWELL. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on that amendment. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 25, nays 11; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harian, 
Harris, Howe, King, Lane of Kansas, Morrill, Sherman, 
Simmons, Sumrer, Ten Eyck, ‘Trumbull, Wade, Wilkin- 
son, Wilmot, and Wilson of Massachusetts—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Carlile, Cowan, Davis, Hen- 
derson, Kennedy, McDougall, Powell, Rice, Willey, and 
Wright—1U. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 


I move to amend the next 


| third time. 
passed, 
} 
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and the amendments were concurred in. The bill || stitutional authority and laws of the United States 


was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 


and was read the third time. 
of courts-martial, and for other purposes—to the 1] 


Mr. POWELL. 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


on the passage of the bill. 


1] 
| 
1) 
| 
} 
|| 
| 
1 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 29, nays 6; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Cowan, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Howe, King, 


Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, Wilmot, 
and Wilson of Massachusetts—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Carlile, Davis, Kennedy, Powell, Wil- 
son of Missouri, and Wright—6. 


So the bill was passed. 
PENSION BILL. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The special 


order is now before the Senate, which is the bill 


(S. No. 200) to establish provisional governments | 


im certain cases. 

Mr. FOSTER. Before proceeding with that 
bill, I have the consent of the honorable Senator 
from New York, and | hope to have the consent 
of the Senate, to take up House bill No. 438, to 
grant pensions. It was gone over very fully on 
Saturday, and the amendments were concurred 
in, so that the bill now stands on its third reading. 
It will, | think, meet with no opposition; and as 
there are a good many amendments, it is very de- 
sirable that the bill should be sent back to the 
House of Representatives as soon as possible. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Connecticut moves to postpone all prior 
orders, and take up the bill indicated by him. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (H.R. No. 
438) to grant pensions. The amendments were 
ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
The bill was read the third time, and 


CONSTITUTIONAL QUORUM. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I desire now to havea defi- 


nite vote on the question of aquorum. I move to 


postpone all prior orders that we may vote on and || 


settle that question. [**Oh,no.’’] Lhope the Senate 
will determine that matter, as after to-morrow 
ee we shall not have the requisite number. 

nlessitisacted upon definitely to-day, the Senate 
may not be able to act upon it at all. 

Mr. HARRIS. I hope that that motion will not 
prevail. L really desire that the bill which has been 
made the special order for to-day, after so long a 
delay, may now be acted upon. The friends of 
the bill already think that I have been too indul- 
gent in giving way for other measures. I desire 
now very much that the bill shall be acted on. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Ohio to post- 
pone the special and all other orders, and proceed 
to the consideration of the resolution indicated by 
him. 

The motion was noi agreed to. 


ADDITIONAL TREASURY NOTES. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
upon the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 187) 
to authorize an additional issue of United States 
notes have agreed to recommend that the House of 
Representatives recede from their disagreement to 
the first amendment of the Senate, and agree to the 
same with an amendment striking out ** twenty,’’ 
and inserting ‘* thirty.”’ That is a compromise, 
and allows $35,000,000 of small notes instead of 
$25,000,000. ‘The House recede from their disa- 
greement to the second amendment of the Senate, 
and agree to the same. ‘The House recede from 
their disagreement to the Senate’s third amend- 
ment, and agree to it with an amendment, striking 
out ** seventy-five,’’ and inserting “fifty.” That 
requires $50,000,000 to be retained for the purpose 
of meeting the deposits instead of $75,000,QQ0. 
The Senate recede from their fourth amendment, 
which was in regard to appointing places for the 
payment of interest. 

he report was concurred in. 
PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENTS. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 200) to estab- 
lish provisional governments in certain cases. The 


bill proposes to give authority wherever, within 
the cieerial limits of the United States, the con- 


| 


| 





a 


| 
if 
| 


| are or may be resisted by arms during the present 
| rebellion, except in the States of Kentacky, Mis- 
| souri, Maryland, and that portion of the State of 

Virginia the inhabitants of which now acknowl- 


|| edge the authority of the United States, to the 


| President of the United States, by proclamation or 


|| order, to establish a provisional government, and 


| to exercise the powers granted by this act, within 


Lane of Kansas, McDougall, Morrill, Sherman, Simmons, || such district or districts as he may, i like man- 
|| ner, determine, and the limits of any district so 


|| established are to be subject to such modifications 


/as may be found to be necessary and expedient 
| by him. 

| ‘The executive power of every government so 
_ established is to be exercised by a Governor, the 
judicial power by three judges, or a majority of 
them, who shall constitute the provisional court 
of the district, and the legislative power by a Le- 
gislature, consisting of the Governor and three 


|| judges, and the Governor and judges are to be ap- 


pointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent,of the Senate, and receive for their 
| services respectively—the Governor $2,500, and 
each judge $2,000, per annum. 

| The executive power is to extend to all such 
acts as may be necessary for the due enforcement 
of the laws; the legislative power to all subjects 
of rightful legislation not inconsistent with the 
Constitution and laws of the United States; and 
the judicial power to all causes usually heard and 
determined in courts of law. 

There is also to be appointed, withigeach dis- 
trict so organized, a secretary, a marshal, and a 
district attorney, who are to exercise the powers 
usually vested in like officers by acts of Congress 





|| establishing territorial governments, and receive, 


| respectively, a compensation of $1,500 per annum. 

The court thus authorized is to hold such terms 
| as it may order, or as Congress or the provisional 
Legislature shall direct; appoint its own clerk and 
ministerial officers other than marshal; establish 
and modify rules of practice applicable to proceed- 
| ings within its jurisdiction; and hear and determ- 
ine all such causesand matters as are by law cog- 
nizable by the circuit and district courts of the 
United States, or the supreme or superior territo- 
rial courts, and also such as.may, by act of the 
provisional Legislature of the district, be made 
cognizable by such court. And the several judges 
of the court are to exercise such jurisdiction as 
may be exercised by the several judges of circuit, 
district, or territorial courts, or as may be con- 
ferred by Congress or the provisional Legislature; 
and the final judgments or decrees of the court are 
to be subject to reversal, affirmation, or revision, 
on appeal and writs of error, by the Supreme Court 
of the United States, in like manner and to the 
same extentas judgments or decrees of the circuit, 
district, or territorial courts now existing are or 
may be. 

The President may, by proclamation or order, 
establish ports of entry and delivery within the 
limits of any provisional government thus author- 
ized as he may deem necessary; appoint collectors 
and other needed officers, who are to have the same 
powers as like officers in other ports, and receive 
such compensation as the President may direct, 
not exceeding $1,500 per annum to any one offi- 
cer, or in the aggregate $10,000 a year; and all 

rovisions of law relating to other ports of the 
United States are to be applied, so far as applicable, 
to the ports thus authorized. : 

The execution of this act, or any of its provis- 
ions, may, at any time, be suspended by procla- 
mation of the President of the United States; and 
| is not to be held to be operative in my district 


within which it may have gone into eflect for a 
period longer than three months from the com- 
mencement of the session of Congress next suc- 
ceeding the termination of the insurrection now 
existing in the United States. 

The first amendment of the Committee on the 
Judiciary was in section one, line three, after the 
word ‘ of,’ to insert ** any of;”’ so as to read, 
‘that whenever within the territorial limits of 
any of the United States,’’ &c. 

‘he amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line six, after the 
word “ rebellion,” to strike out ‘* except in the 
States of Kentucky, Missouri, Maryland, and that 
rtion of the State of Virginia the inhabitants of 


which now acknowledge the authority of the Uni- 


ted States;’’ so that the clause will read, ‘‘ that 
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wherever, within the territorial limits of any of 


the United States, the constitutional authority and 
laws of the United States are or may be resisted 
by arms during the present rebellion, the Presi- 
dent of the United States may,” &c. 

The amendment was agreed to, 


The next amendment was in line ten, after the 
word ** government,”’ toinsert * for such State.”’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line twelve, after 
the word ** such,’’ to strike out the words ‘ dis- 
trict or districts as he may in like manner determ- 
ine, and the limits of any district so established 
shall be subject to such modifications as may be 
found necessary and expedient by him,”’ and in 
lieu thereof to insert, ** State, as hereinafter pro- 
vided;’’ so as to read, ** establish a provisional 
government for such State, to exercise the pow- 
ers granted by this act within such State, as here- 
inafter provided.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section two, to 
strike out, after the word ‘*them,’’ the words 
‘* who shall constitute the provisional court of the 
district.’? 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section three, line 
five, after the words ** United States,’’ to insert: 
And not interfering with the laws and institutions ex- 
isting in such State at the time its authorities assumed to 
array the same against the Government of the United States 


furthet than shall be necessary to carry into effect the pro- 
visions of this act. 


Mr. SUMNER. Icannotconsenttothatamend- 
ment, It seems to me that that is going very far. 
A government organized by Congress, and ap- 
pointed by the President, is practically to enforce 
jaws and institutions, some of which are abhor- 
rent to civilization. For instance, [ have before 
me an extract from the Revised Code of North 
Carolina; and I will read one of the provisions 
which the Governor, under this act, will be called 
upon toenforce. I say called upon to enforce. 
The language of thisamend mentis, that there shall 
be no interference with the laws and institutions 
existing in such State at the time its authorities 
assumed to array the same against the Govern- 
ment of the United States. Of course, therefore, 
the Government must enforce these laws and in- 
stitutions. Here is ane of them: 


‘* Any free person who shall teach, or attempt to teach, 
any slave to read or write, the use of figures excepted, or 
shall give or sell to such slave any book or pamphlet, shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
thereof, ifa white man or woman, shall be fined not less 
than $100 nor more than $200, or imprisoned ; and if a free 
person of color, shall be fined, imprisoned, or whipped, not 
exceeding thirty-nine nor less than twenty lashes.’ 


Sir, that atrocity will be found set forth in the 
Revised Code of North Carolina, chap. 34, sec. 
82. But, sir, lest this law should be of no effect 
by employing slaves as school teachers, we have 
the following additional: 


“It shall not be lawful for any slave to teach, or attempt 
lu teach, any other slave or free negro to read og write, the 
use of figures exeepted.’’—Chap. 107, sec. 31. 


The punishment of slaves for the above offense 
is whipping repeated for every act. Then, sir, 
here is another section which the Government en- 
forces under this statute: 


“Tf any person shall willfully bring into the State, with 
an intent to circulate, or shall willfully circulate or publish 
within the State, or shall aid or abet the bringing into, or 
the circulation or publication of, within the State, any writ- 
ten or printed pamphlet or paper, whether written or printed 
in or out of the State, the evident tendency whereof is to 
cause slaves to become discontented with the bondage in 
Which they are held by their masters and the laws regula- 
ting the same, and the free negroes to be dissatisfied with 
their social condition and the denial to them of political 
privileges, and thereby to excite among the said slaves 
and free negroes a disposition to make conspiracies, insur- 
rections, Or resistance against tl peace and quiet of the 
public, such person so offending shall be deemed guilty of 
felony, and on conviction thereof shall, for the first offense, 
be imprisoned not less than one year, and be put in the pil- 
lory and whipped, at the discretion of the court; and for 
the second offense shall suffer death.”’—Chap. 34, sec. 16. 


Here is another provision: 


_* Ifany free person of color shall preach or exhort in pub- 
lie, or in any manner officiate as a preacher in any prayer 
meeting, Or other association for worship, where slaves of 
different families are gathered together, he shall be deemed 
guilty of & misdemeanor ; and ou conviction, shall, foreach 
offense, receive not exceeding thirty-nine lashes on the 
bare back.’*—Chap. 107, sec. 39. 


Then here is another: 


“Tfany person shall willfully carry or conv: 


any slave, 
the property of another, without the consent 


the owner, 










or the guardian of the owner, with the intent and for the 
purpose of enabling such slave to escape out of this State 
from the service of his owner, the person so offending shall 
suffer death.”»— Chap. 34, sec. 11. 


I have read enough, sir. This will show you the 
statutes which, under the amendment now moved 
by the Judiciary Committee, are to be enforced in 


its constituted authorities in courts organized by 
Congress. 
Sir, the bare statement of the case is enough. 


organizing these governments, all that we can do 


conduct the machinery of government. We can- 
not go further, and protect institutions which are 


move to strike out the words “laws and institu- 
tions,’’ and insert simply the word * constitu- 
tion;’’ so that the clause will read, ‘‘ and not in- 
terfering with the constitution existing in such 
State at the time its authorities assumed to array 
the same against the Government of the United 
States.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Massachusetts moves to amend the amend- 
ment reported by the committee, by striking out 
of that amendment the words ** laws and insti- 
tutions,”’ and inserting in lieu thereof the word 


ment to the amendment. 

Mr. POWELL called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. HARRIS, Mr. President, the object of the 
bill is not to change the legislation of the States. 
[tis to establish a temporary government, to exe- 
cute the constitution and laws of the rebel States 
during the interval that may occur between the 
time when the rebellion shall be suppressed, and 
when those States shall beable to reorganize them- 
selvesand shall be restored to their proper position 
in the Union. The bill contemplates a simple, effi- 
cientytemporary government. For that purpose it 
is necessary that there should be some legislative 
power condom upon these officers; but 1 should 
beveryunwilling toclothe these officers with power 
to change the entire body of laws of those States. 
I think it would be very improper, and [ think it 
would be very pernicious in its effect. While I 
should be glad to see slavery abolished, while I 
expect to see slavery abolished, | do not want to 
see itabolished by any such system of legislation 
as this amendmentcontemplates, for it really goes 
tothat. Iam notin favor of it. 1 donot think it 
is the mode of abolishing slavery. 

Mr. SUMNER. Whether slavery shall be 
abolished, is one question; this is quite another. 

Mr. HARRIS. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts will notice the fact that the provision to which 
he objects in this section of the bill relates only to 
the legislative power conferred on the Governor 
and judges. here is nothing in the bill that re- 
gauss the executive power conferred upon the 

overnor by this bill to execute those obnoxious 
laws to which he has been referring. This refers 
exclusively to the legislative power conferred on 

e Governor and judges, and provides that they 
shall not have power to alter the laws and inst- 
tutions of these States. It refers exclusively, as 
I have said, to the legislative power conferred. 
There is nothing in the bill that requires the ex- 
ecutive power conferred by this bill on the Gov- 
ernor to execute these obnoxious Jaws. He may 
execute them, perhaps, as itis said the military 


proper man be appointed, he will not execute 
them. So far as this bill is concerned, it leaves 
that an open question. There is nothing in the 
bill, I repeat, that requires the Governor to exe- 
cute these obnoxious laws. 

Mr. SUMNER. The argument of the Senator 
from New York is very precise. He says there 
is nothing in the bill that requires the Governor 
to execute these obnoxious laws. Now,ifI can 
have the attention of the Senator one moment, he 
shall see whether he is right in that statement. 
The language of the bill is “that the executive 
power shall extend to all such acts as may be ne- 
cessary for the due enforcement of, the laws.”’ 
Then in this same section the Senator from New 
York representing the committee proposes to add 
not interfering with the laws and institutions 
existing in such State at the time its authorities 
} assumed to array the same against the Govern- 


It is impossible to consent to any such thing. In | 


is to protect life and property, and generally to | 


already an outrage to civilization. I therefore | 


**constitution.’”? The question is on the amend- | 





| 
} 


the name of the Republic of the United States by | 





Governor of North Carolina is doing, but if a | 





| ment of the United States.’’ Thus, sir, according 


| to the very amendment of the Senator from New 
| York, the laws and institutions existing in such 
| State at the time its authorities assumed to array 
| the same against the Government of the United 
| States are embraced among the laws of the State, 
and the executive is bound to the due enforce- 
ment of the laws. I wish I could see this other- 
wise. The Senator from New York knows very 
well that I am friendly to the bill, that I want 


itto pass. I believe it important that it should 
ass. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I ask the Senator, whether 
striking out the words which he proposes to strike 
out will alter the effect in the direction which he 
aims at? 

Mr. SUMNER. That question has occurred 
to me. 

Mr. COLLAMER, This clause is about iegis- 
lative power. The executive power will remain 
the same if these words are out. 

Mr.SUMNER. I understand that; but my 
object is, if possible, to preven’ any words from 
being introduced into the bill that shall, as it were, 
step out of the way to confer on the executive this 
extraordinary power. 

Mr. COLLAMER. These words do not relate 
to the executive. 

Mr. SUMNER. I know that they do not re- 
late to the executive in form; they relate to the 
legislative power. The Senator is right; but they 
do enumerate laws, they specify laws, and they 
add the word “ institations’’also. I may be mis- 
taken in the interpretation which I put upon the 
clause. I do not wish to exaggerate it. t should 
rather see itas Senators see it if [ could; but look- 
ing at it most carefully, and with a desire to per- 
| fect the bill, [ do think that we shall err if we in- 
| troduce those words into the amendmentas moved 
by the Senator from New York. 

Mr. HARRIS. If the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts will Allow me, I will make a suggestion 
which has been made to me by the Senator from 
Ohio, (Mr. Saerman.] It may obviate his diffi- 
culty if we insert in the third line, after the word 
‘“Jaws,’’ the words * of the United States;”’ so as 
to read, “ the executive power shall extend to all 
such acts as may be necessary for the due enforce- 
ment of the laws of the United States.”” 

Mr. SUMNER. That is a very important 
suggestion. 

Mr. HARRIS. And then there isa clause that 
‘* the legislative power” shall extend * to all sub- 
jects of nghtful leatlslina not inconsistent with 
the Constitution and laws of the United States.” 
The Senator has overlooked that provision. 

Mr.SUMNER. Notatall. Ll amaware that 
this at.endment is strictly applicable to the legis- 
lative power; but my idea is that when it under- 
takes to use the language ‘laws and institutions,” 
those words would relate back to the word “lawa”’ 
in the third line, with reference to the executive. 

Mr. HARRIS. Add there the words “ of the 
United States.’’ 

Mr. SUMNER. Adding the words “ of the 
United States’? would perfect the section very 
much. J hope these words may be added. 

Mr. HARRIS. I shall move that at the proper 
time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
now is on the amendment moved by the Senator 
from Massachusetts, to the amendment of the 
committee to strike out the words, “laws and 
institutions,’? and insert ‘* constitution,” upon 
which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. SUMNER. I will withdraw that amend- 
ment, and let the Senator from New York move 
his. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Massachusctts may withdraw his amend- 
ment if there be no objection. The amendment 
is withdrawn. 

Mr. HARRIS. Then, before we proceed with 
the other amendments, I move to insertthe words 
‘‘ of the United States”’ after the word “* laws,”’ 
in the third line; so as to read, ** the executive 
power shall extend toall such acts as may be ne- 
cessary for the due enforcement of the laws of the 
United States.”” 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think it will not do to 
insert those words. That would limit the exec- 
utive simply to the enforeement of the laws of the 
United States. We want him to do something 
more than that. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will 
suggest that the proposition of the Senator from 
New York is not yet in order. The question be- 
fore the Senate is on the amendment reported by 
the committee; and any amendments proposed 
now must relate to that. The Senator proposes 
another amendment, in another clause of the sec- 
tion, which is not in order while the amendment 
reported by the committee is before the Senate and 
under consideration. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will say a word in re- 

ard to the committee’s amendment. I think we 
rad best not adopt it in the shape it is, although 
I agreed to the amendment in committee. I was 
for it in the committee; but since I have seen the 
operation of these laws in the southern States, and 
the manner in which persons acting in behalf of 
the United States undertake to execute them, I 
have changed my opinion in ore to the propri- 
ety of such a clause as this, and [ agree with the 
Senator from Massachusetts. 
by my vote, and I never will consent by my vote, 
to give sanction to a law that punishes a man for 
teaching another to read the word of God. 


suppressed. We know that within a few years 
past persons have been imprisoned in the south- 
ern States for no other offense in the world than 
undertaking to teach human beings how to read. 
[am not for interfering with the general laws in 
the southern States; but in adopting this provis- 


ional government, made necessary by the peculiar | 
condition of things, and to exist only so long as | 


the people in those States refuse to organize a 


Geretaqont in obedience to the Constitution of the | 
nited States, 1 do not wish to be made a party | 
to the enforcement of any laws of the character | 


indicated by the Senator from Massachusetts. I 
think it would be well not to interfere with the 
general laws of these States, or the general admin- 
istration of justice in these States, with the general 
habits and customs of the people; I think it would 
be very desirable that the officers who shall be sent 


temporarily to exercise authority in those locali- | 
ties which shall be brought under the jurisdiction | 


of the United States by the force of our arms, 
should conform, so far as possible, to the settled 
habits and customs and laws-of the people; but 
still, to insert a clause here which shall prohibit 
this provisional government for the time being 
from doing anything that may interfere with such 


inhuman and barbarous laws as those we have | 


been referred to, I cannot agree to. 

It will not do to say that this is a legislative au- 
thority. It is the duty of the executive to exe- 
cute all laws. That is what he is for; and it is 
advocating, in my judgment, a very dangerous 
doctrine to say that the officer charged with the 
execution of the laws may himself disregard them. 
I think the safety of our institutions and the safety 
of our Government depend on our respect and 
reverence for the law, and that the executive of- 
ficer should be required to execute a law as it is 
written, It is not for him to dispense with the ex- 
ecution of one law and rigidly execute another. 
The executive power should be exercised for the 
purpose of executing fairly all laws, and he is as 


much bound to execute those to which reference | 


has been made as any other, if the section stands 
ns it is. I think it would not do to limit the execu- 
tive to the execution only of the laws of the Uni- 
ted States, because, in order to preserve the peace 


of society, in order to carry out the purpose of 


this bill, you must have some other laws than the 
laws of the United States. The bill itself provides 
for a legislative power with authority to pass laws 
which shall extend to all subjects of rightful le- 
gislation. The laws which this legislative power 
enacts will not be the laws of Congress, and shall 
not the executive enforce them? They will not 
be the laws of the United States, and it would be 
inconsistent to provide in the bill for a legislative 
body with authority to enact laws, and then pro- 
vide that no law should be executed which the 
legislative body enacted. I hope that the amend- 
ment of the committee will be disagreed to, unless 
it can be framed in a way that will exclude the 
particular class of laws to which allusion has been 
made, although [ was friendly to the provision 
originally, and am friendly now to a provision 
which shall require the execution generally of the 


I cannot consent | 





We | 
know that in the southern States they have laws | 
making it a penal offense for any person to teach | 
a negro, free or slave. We know that recently in | 
the State of North Carolina schools have been | 











laws which were in existence at the time that the 
rebellion broke out. 


Mr. TEN EYCK. Iam opposed to the amend- 


ment, and I think the difference of opinion which || 
we have already seen manifested here goes er | 
| 


} 


far to establish the fact of the impolicy of the bi 
altogether. I myself doubt the expediency of this 
bill. I think it will do more harm than good, and 
am inclined to vote against it on its final passage; 
and I shall avail myself now of a few minutes of 
the time of the Senate to put upon record the views 
which influence my action and will determine my 
course when I come to vote on the bill finally. 
In my judgment we cannot so amend this bill 
as to steer clear of the embarrassing difficulties 
that rise up in our path as we progress. In en- 
deavoring to do one thing which is to be for the 
benefitof the country, we are stumbling into errors 
which will result to its disadvantage and injury. 
I think the whole policy of the bill is upon a false 
basis. In my view, Statesin rebellion, as the south- 
ern States now are, are still States of this Union, as 
much to-day as they were when they became so 
by their admission into the Union; and that no act 
of insurrectionists or rebels can change the legal 
character or status of these States from that which 
they were entitled to and enjoyed prior to the com- 
mencement of the rebellion; and that to recognize 
any other doctrine acknowledges at least the 
power, if not the right, of secession. It isagainst 
this very heresy, or against this enormous crime, 
that we are now expending hundreds of millions 
of dollars and offering up hundreds of thousands 
of precious lives. Under our frame of government 
there can be no such thing as secession. The 
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ernment shall be e0 far established over them as 
to protect them in their rights and protect them 
from the wrongs and aggression which have been 
heaped upon them to the scandal of a Christian 
people, and to the great scandal of the civilized 
world. 

This bill, as reported by the Committee on the 
Judiciary, involves all the machinery of a territo- 
rial government, and in fact reduces these States 
to a territorial condition. It implies permanency, 
the establishment of a permanent government, not 
for all time, but a government with all the ma- 
chinery of an executive branch, a judicial branch, 
and a legislative branch. Although there are cey- 
tain guards and restrictionsattempted to be thrown 
over the different departments of this new kind of 
government by the bill as reported, yet Senators 
want to change it and vary it and modify it to suit 
their own purposes, all of which may be very hu- 
mane, just, honorable, and beneficent, but all of 
which bring us into difficulty, and will bring the 
people—the true and loyal people who constitute 
the State, and who are entitled to the protection 








Union was meant to be perpetual, and if such a 
thing as secession in fact exists, it is because the 
Federal Government has not sufficient force to 
compel obedience to its powers. 

In my view the people of a State constitute the 
State; that the State is not constituted by a mere 
ideal outline or boundary of territory; for if the 
territory be devoid of people, it surely can®ot be 
a State. The people, then, constitute the State; 
and I hold that if there be one hundred or ten true 
and loyal Union men in one of these insurrection- 
ary States, although all the rest are rebels and 
deserve destruction, they constitute the State and 
are entitled to all the blessings and all the immu- 
nities of their State governments under the Consti- 
tution; nay, more, the Government of the United 
States, by the Constitution, is bound to protect 
them in their State government and to maintain 
them in a republican form of government. This 
can be done; and by the course which may be 
pursued, and has already been pursued, we steer 
clear of all these constitutional and other difficul- 
ties, all these difficulties respecting policy, all these 
matters which affect our feelings, our sy:mpathies, 
and our sense of justice and of right. We may 
establish temporary or local control over these in- 
surrectionary States, as we have already begun to 
do and are now successfully doing in the State of 
Tennessee, by the appointment of a military Gov- 
ernor, who, armed with the whole power of the 
General Government, as the agent of that Govern, 
ment puts down rebellion and enforces the laws, 
so far as they can be enforced under such an anom- 
alous state of things. 

This bill, as proposed by the Senator from New 
York, and as it is reported by the Committee on 
the Judiciary, merely contemplates a temporary 
necessity. Sir, the remedy should be summary, 
speedy, and also temporary in itscharacter. This 
bill provides for a provisional government ina 
State, as against the State government. It frames 
and organizes an antagonistic government to the 
State government which the true and loyal people 
living in these insurrectionary States have the 
right to have maintained for their protection and 
benefit. I cannot see my way clear in voting for 
a bill, or to pass a bill establishing a separate, in- 
dependent, distinct, and an antagonistic govern- 
ment to the one established by the people them- 
selves, and which the Government of the United 
States has guarantied to perpetuate and maintain 
for the benefit of the people living within those 
States; and so far as I know and believe, there is 
not a single State in the Union now in the rebel- 
lion—not even the State of South Carolina her- 
self-—where there are not hundreds, and perhaps 
thousands, of Union-loving people who desire to 
return to their allegiance, and will hail the day 


‘| and the hourwhen the power of the General Gov- 


of their State government—into difficulty and con- 
fusion. It contemplates a Governor, a judiciary, 
and a Legislature, all strangers to the district, to 


| enact, decide upon, and execute laws without re- 


| sponsibility to any one or any power, not even to 
| Congress itself, as is generally the case with ter- 
| ritorial governments. 
| 1 donot mean to occupy much time on this ques- 
| tion. I merely wish to submit my views aboutit. 
| According to my notion, this kind of government 
| sought to be established by this bill is altogether un- 
necessary, uncalled for, and unasked for. When- 
ever the Federal Government is sufficiently strong 
and shall have advanced its power within the lim- 
its of the districts now in rebellion so as to main- 
tain the authority of the territorial government that 
we are seeking be this bill to establish,.then the 
power of the Federal Government will be suffi- 
ciently strong in those localities to maintain the 
State government which those people are entitled 
to and which they haveestablished for themselves. 
There can be no necessity for the passage ofa bill of 
this kind, I repeat, for as soon as the power of the 
Federal Government is established within those 
districts to such anextentasthatthey may maintain 
a government and Legislature and judges there, 
they may maintain and support the State power 
there. They will doubtless find enough Union- 
loving people there of whom to make Governors, 
judges, and members of the Legislature, in the reg- 
ular and usual way. 

My advice is not of much importance, I know; 
but I would ask the Senate and Congress to leave 
this matter to work out itsown cure. The condi- 
tion of affairs is novel, anomalous. The rebellion, 
although things look a little blue sometimes, is be- 
ing put down; the authority of the United States 
is being reéstablished over these insurrectionary 
and rebellious districts; and as our arms progress, 
if some little machinery of Government should 
be put og foot and established while the State gov- 
ernment is in abeyance, let that government be 
one established under the military power, by the 
Executive, such as has been established in the 
State of Tennessee by the appointment of Andrew 
Johnson as Governor of that State. I apprehend 
the example furnished us by the course of things 
in the State of Tennessee wiil be an apt illustration 
of what we have a right to expect in other States, 
and will justify us, too, in relying upon that 
course of procedure in order to establish a gov- 
ernment for the protection of the people thus cir- 
cumstanced ; ech pr leaving things ‘to take such 
a course as that, we get rid of all the difficulty, 
all the controversies, all the evils, all the errors, 
and all the -bad consequences which must neces- 
sarily flow from our*attempting to follow a path 
which is untrodden and untried in the midst of 
scenes and circumstances such as have appalled 
the world and shocked the common sense of all 
mankind. 

I have maintained the same opinion now upon 
this subject that I did in the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 1 am opposed to any attempt to tinker 
with a bill of this kind, and | am opposed to any 
bill of the kind, because I think itis unnecessary, 
and that it will do far more mischief than any good 
that can be realized from it. . 

Mr. POWELL. | was very much pleased with 
the general tone of the of the tor from 


New Jersey. I heartily concur with him in the 
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position he takes, that this bill should not become 


alaw. There was one sentiment that fell from 
the lips of the Senator from Iflinois that I most 
heartily approve; and that was, that we should 
reverence thelaw. I have been taught to believe 
that there was no liberty save in the supremacy 
of the laws; and I will now ask the honorable 
Senator from New York, who introduced this 
bill, to show me the clause in the Constitution 
that will warrant or authorize its passage. ‘The 
Constitution is the fundamental law which we are 
all bound by solemn oath to support; and if that 
Senator will allow me, I will say that in my judg- 
ment there is no clause of the Constitution that 
will authorize the passage of this bill. We cer- 
tainly cannot exercise, in a legislative body, any 

owers that are not conferred upon us by that 
instrument. The very first article of the Consti- 
tution declares that ‘all legislative powers herein 
granted shal! be vested in a Congress of the Uni- 
ted States.’ We then have no legislative powers 
except such as are granted by that instrument; 
and Phold that whenever the legislative depart- 
mentor the judicial department clajm the exercise 
of power, and they are challenged, they must 
show their warrant in the Constitution, or a law 
made in pursuance of the Constitution. I trust 
the honorable Senator from New York will give 
me hissear, and that he will not attempt in any 
way to avoid the point that I make, but will come 
up and show us the clause in the Constitution that 
authorizes the passage of this bill. 

Mr. President,in my judgment this billin every 
feature of it isunconstitutional. Thereis no power 
vested in Congress to decl&ire sovereign States 
provinces. This bill does that virtually. There 
is no power in this Congress to declare that the 
people of a State of this Union shall not govern 
themselves in all matters touching their local and 
domestic affairs in their own way by Legislatures 
elected by themselves, and by Governors and 
judges chosen by themselves. There is ceftainly 
no authority under the Constitution for us to do 
these things. Why, sir, this bill absolutely re- 
duces States in this Union to provinces, as has 
béen well said by the Senator from New Jersey; 
it overthrows, so far as legislation can do it, the 
whole State machinery; it governs them by an 
executive and legislative department, and sends 
them judges not chosen by themselves, not ap- 
pointed in pursuance of their constitution or 
their laws, but appointed by the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate. I would ask my worthy friend 
from New York what he would do with the clause 
of the Constitution which says that the United 
States shall guaranty to every State inthis Union 
a republican form Sees Does this bill 
do that? No, sir; it divests them of every possi- 
ble form of republican government. I hope we 
all understand what is meant by this clause in the 
Constitution. A republican form of government 
is one in which the people shape their own do- 
mestic policy in a manner that suits them, so that 
itis notin contravention of the Constitution of 
the United States. There are some limitations 
and restrictions in the Constitution on the States; 
but save and except the restrictions in the funda- 
mental law of the land, the people of every State 
of this Union have a right to govern themselves 
just as they please, subject always, as I have be- 
fore stated, to the limitations of the national Con- 
stitution. 

But, sir, what does this bill do? It clothes the 
President of the United States, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, with the power 
to send a Governor and two judges to any State 
of this Union where this rebellion exists, and that 
they shall become the executive and the law- 
making powerforthose people. Yes, sir; itclothes 
the Executive with the power, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to send Wendell Phillips, 
the man who has preached and prayed and spoken 
for a dissolution of the Union for nineteen years, 
Lloyd Garrison, and another of the vilest aboli- 
Uonists that you might mention, to the State of 
South Carolina for instance, or any other State in 
this Union, and clothe*them with the power to 
make laws and execute them on that people in dero- 
gation of all peas voted See I know the Senator 
may meet that part of the proposition by sayin 
if his nmbaieiesl be ilebieit tt will dace a 
to be subject tothe local law; but there is a clause 


in that amendment that will utterly repudiate that 
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| idea. In the eighth line you find these words: 
** further than shall be necessary to carry into ef- 
| fect the provisions and purposes of this act.”” That 
clothes them with the power to judge of the ne- 
| cessity; and you know, sir, what kind of judg- 
ment you will have in aslaveholding community 
if such men are appointed as I have indicated, 
But, sir, the bill goes further. It does not even 
deign and condescend to give to those people the 
three separate departments of the Government as 
they are provided for in the constitutions ofall the 
States. It sends an executive and judicial author- 
ity, and clothes that executive and judicial author- 
ity with the law-making power. That is a most 
astounding heresy, a thing unknown to our sys- 
tem of Government, which has never been prac- 
ticed, save and exceptin some of the very earliest 
territorial governments, and which has long since 
been repudiated even in the Territories. The Sen- 
ator, so far from allowing these States a republic- 


} 


departments should revolve. That watchful and 
guardian care which the three departments of gov- 
ernment, the executive, legislative, and judicial, 
necessarily bear towards each other, is all thrown 
down by the Senator’s bill. He sends three rulers 
to what was a sovereign State—one the Executive 
and the two others his judiciary, appointed with- 
out the will, without the consent, or without the 
| approbation of those people. You may take them 
from Maineand send them to Florida, if you please; 
and when your Executive and judiciary get there, 
instead of exercising executive and judicial func- 
tions, as is provided in the constitutions of the 
States and of the nation, he clothes them with le- 
gislative power. 

Sir, let me tell the Senator from New York that 
this bill of itself is disunion, disunion of the most 
gross and flagrant kind. There is no form of dis- 
union worse than this bill. It is contended here 
every day, and those who advocate this war pro- 
claim that this is a Union of sovereign States. 
Thirty-four sovereign States, they claim, now 
compose the Union of these States, the Union as 
| formed by the Constitution, or at least guarantied 
¥ the Constitution. But the Senator from New 
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law that absolutely temporarily blots out of exist- 
ence those sovereign States and reduces them to 

rovinces, to a condition worse than the prov- 
inces of Rome when they were governed by their 
worst proconsuls; and hecallsthatrepublicanism! 
I ask those who advocate this bill to point me to 
the clause in the Constitution that will authorize 
it. There is nosuch clause. I boldly proclaim it, 
and challenge and defy controversy upon the sub- 
ject. You do it all in the name of the Union. 
Under that profession you destroy the Union. No 
| longer is it a Union composed of sovereign States 
| when you send three persons, alien to the domes- 
tic institutions of a State and clothed with the 

ower to overthrow them, to govern a State. 

nder this clause, on which they will claim the 
authority to judge of the necessity, if it exists, 
they can torture and will torture it into a power 
to overthrow every vestige of the existing domes- 
tic institutions, if you send men there who are 
hostile to them. 

But, apart from matters of detail, it is wrong in 
principle. It subverts the Government; itdestroys 
the Union of the States; it overthrows the Con- 
stitution which we are all sworn to support, be- 
cause there is no warrant in that instrument to 
authorize its passage. I opposed this bill in the 
Judiciary Committee. I oppose it here. I will 
oppose it in every form; for you cannot shape a 
bill by any artor by any contrivance that reduces 
a State to a province, and sends a trio composed 
of a Governor and two judges to make the laws 
and then to administer them, that will receive m 
vote. I wish the Senators who advocate this bill 
to come up boldly and fearlessly to the issue and 
show us the clause of the Constitution that au- 
thorizes this procedure. It is well enough to talk 
about necessities; but no Senator will claim that 
we have any power to sit here and make laws, 
except that which is derived from the Constitu- 
tion. 

At the outset I merely wished to express my 

neral disapproval of the bill without going into 
its details. Instead of fixing up the little details 
I think we had better see first whether we have 











authority to pass the bill or not; and when that | 


an form of government, breaks down all the bar- | 


riers that mark the sphere in which these separate || they will not regard t 


| ted States as their Constitution; they will not be 


rk now comes in and asks for the passage of a | 

















| yeas and nays. 


| appointment of militar 
| cult to find it. 


is settled, we can improve it. In order to test the 
whole question, after the debate shall close upon 


| this matter, I shal! move to postpone this bill in- 


definitely, and on that motion I shall ask for the 


I think that is the best way to 
dispose of it. 


Mr. HARRIS. This bill contemplates cer- 
tainly an anomalous state of things. The Con- 


| stitution providesthat the United States—the Gen- 


eral Government—shall guaranty to every State 
in the Union a republican form of government. 
It contemplates that all the States arein the Union 
that they are to be governed in the Union, a 
that the General Government are to see that the 


| remain in the Union, and that they are govern 


in the Union, and that they are governed by a 


| republican form of government, All that is clearly 


im plied in this provision of the Constitution. Now 
sir, what have we before us? Here are some o 
the States that declare they are not in the Union, 
that they will not be "ait cate in the Union, that 
e Constitution of the Uni- 


governed by the United States; they repudiate the 
Government of the United States. We set about 
as a Government to subdue those States, to sup- 
press the rebellion, and as fast and as far as we 
succeed in that, we undertake to enforce the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States. With 
that view, military Governors are appointed. 
Two have already been appointed, one in Ten- 
nessee and one in North Carolina. Where isthe 
provision in the Constitution that authorizes the 
Governors? It is diffi- 
It is only under this provision to 
which I have alluded, that any authority can be 
found. The United States are bound to see that 
these States are governed in the Union, A mili- 
tary government implies that the provinces gor 
erned are conquered provinces, The States where 
these military Governors are appointed are in 
some sort prisoners of war, and we hold them as 
conquered States, as prisoners, and undertake to 
govern them by the arbitrary government of mil- 
“ law. 

ow, sir, this bill contemplates another step in 
this process: that after these States shall be con- 
quered, after the rebellion shall be suppressed, 
after the rebels shall be subdued, then, before those 
States can be brought back into the Union, before 
the people of those States thus subdued are ready 
to reorganize themselves and to come back into 
the Union as loyal States, governing themselves 
under the Constitution of the United States, the 


| Government of the United States shall provide 


that they be governed in the manner contemplated 
by the Conetitation. See the anomaly that is pre- 
sented: here isa State, the State of North Carolina 
or South Carolina; it has a constitution under the 
United States in the United States; it has a body 
of laws; but its constitution and laws are unex- 
ecuted, and the people refuse to execute them. 
What is to be done? You have either to appoint 
a military Governor to govern them by arbitrary 
law and military rule, or else, in order to enforce 
this provision of the Constitution guaranteeing to 
them and the other States that they shall be gov- 
erned in the Union by a republican form of gov- 
ernment, you are compelled to resort to some such 
expedient as this: they have the machinery; “ 
have a constitution; they have laws; but they will 
not execute them, The people will not organize 
a State government. They do not. Whatare you 
todo? In my judgment, it is the province and 
the duty of the General Government to see that 
their own Constitution and laws are executed until 
they thegnselves will voluntarily organize them- 
selves into a State governmentand proceed, as was 
contemplated by the framers of the Constitution, 
to govern themselves; in other words, it is the 
duty of the General Government to see that these 
rebel States are governed as States under the Con- 
stitution in the General Government of the United 
States, und not to allow them to remain as outside 
of the Government. This can be effected, in my 
judgment, in no other way, certainly in no other 
way so well and so much in accordance with the 
spirit and provisions of the Constitution of the 
United States, as by a bill framed in some such 
way asthis. It isa bill te govern these States ad 
interim during the interval that shall elapse between 
the time when the rebellion is subdued and the 
States are conquered, and when they shall be will- 
ing to reorganize themselves and come back and 
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govern themselves in the Union under their own 
constitution and laws. 

The object of the bill is to provide for this tem- 
porary condition of things. Short, I hope it will 
ve; but we may all sappose that there will be a pe- 


riod in the history ofeach one of these rebel States, 
after the rebellion is subdued, before the people 
* will be ready to reorganize themselves and come 
back into the Union. There will be some very 


important things to settle as to the relations be- 
tween these rebel States and the General Govern- 
ment when they come to be restored to the Union, 
and to govern themselves and take their position 
in the Union as they occupied it before the rebel- 
lion broke out, 

This ia the general object of this bill. I appre- 
hend there is no difficulty in finding authority for 
tin the Constitution, I find my authority for it 
in that general provision of the Constitution which, 
in my judgment, contemplates a state of things 
like this: thatthe United States shall guaranty to 
every State and to all the States—guaranty to the 
northern States as well as to the rebel States— 
gueranty to every State in the Union a republican 
form of government. That contemplates a gov- 
ernment in the Union; and if the State will not 
govern itself, if it will not organize itself and come 
in under the provisions of the Constitution of the 
United States, I believe it is the duty of the Gen- 
era! Government to provide for that case. 

Mr. COWAN obtained the floor. 

Mr. POWELL, I hope the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania will yield to me a moment. 

Mr. COWAN,. Certainly. 

Mr. POWELL, [I regret that my friend, the 
Senator from New York, did not give us the au- | 
thority in the Constituuion forthis bill. He segs 
out by stating the general object of the bill, and it 
was very lucidly stated. He then says this is for 
the purpose of carrying out that provision of the 
Constitution guaranteeing to every State a repub- 
lican form of government; and the object, as un- 
derstand from the Senator, is to govern those States 
and have their own laws executed upon them 
while engaged in this rebellion, If that be the case, 
why clothe these persons with any legislative 
power? Ifthe sole object is to execute the laws 
of those States as they were, why not clothe the 
Executive and the judges alone with the power to 
execute the laws thatare there? This bill proposes 
to do more than that. It proposes to clothe the 
Governor and the judges with legislative power. 
If the object is to have the laws of those people 
executed as they were before the rebellion broke 
out, why not clothe your officers with executive 
and judicial power only? Why clothe them with 
legislative power? 

The Senator from New York rests his case on 
this provision of the Constitution : 

“The United States shall guaranty to every State in the 
Union a republican form of government, and shall protect 
each of them against invasion, and, on application of the 


Legislature, or the Executive, (when the Legislature can- 
not be convened,) against domestic violence.” 


I put it to that Senator, if he thinks this bill that 
sends two judges and a Governor to one of these 
States, clothes them with the power to make laws, 
and to exercise the judicial functions, and to exe- 
cute the laws, is in the meaning of a republican | 
form of governmentas contemplated by that clause 
of the Constitution of the United States. No, sir; 
itisthe very converse of it. ltabsolutely overturns 
every vestige of republican form of government, | 
and takes from the people residents of that State 
who are to be governed, all the privileges of hav- | 
ing a voice in their affairs; and to these outsiders, 
if you please, people who live remote ad have 
no interests or sympathies with them, are intrusted | 
all these powers; and as I before said, not content 
with that, you make the Executive and the judi- 
cial the law-making power. The Senator I sup- 
pose could not have been in earnest. He is too 
good a lawyer to imagine that he could rest his 
case under that clause of the Constitution. In 
my humble judgment, it is the very clause that 
will be grossly violated by the passage of the bill, 

Sir, there is no necessity whatever for this bill® 
In my judgment, the object, the scope, and the | 
intenuon of itis to send judges and a Governor 
there for the purpose of indirectly abolishing the || 
institution of African slavery, and overthrowing | 
the domestic institutions of those States under the 
apparent shield and panoply of the law. Tha 
in my judgment, is the sole object of the bill. i ! 
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| justified or the Government be sustained; because 
no one then suggested conquest, and all denied it. 


| we invade a particular State, and we put down 
_ the rebellion. 


| laws are atrocious, and are abhorrent to the civil- 


| Senator 


_ to read as the honorable Senator, and I suppose 


speak plainly. Itean have no other effect, no other 
object, and it is of itself dissolution of the Union. 
It destroys a part of the States that compose the 
Union, reduces them td provinces; wail ranker 
disunion never was uttered, and never existed in 
any form on earth, in my judgment, than is pre- 
sented in this bill. I am obliged to the Senator 
from Pennsylvania for yielding the floor. 

Mr. COWAN. I have sometimes been of opin- 
ion that there was danger that we would depart, 
very materially depart, not only from the great 
principles which were established by the Revolu- 
tion, but from the principles which were declared 
by ourselves at the time we undertook this war to 
suppress the rebellion. Sir, what is a republic- 
an form of government? Is it not a government 
formed by the people by their own free consent? 
The government of North Carolina, before the re- 
bellion, was a government formed by her people, 
and it was recognized by this Government; and, 
as was said by the honorable Senator from New 
York, the Government was bound by its guaran- 
tee to sustain and support that government; and 
if it was overturned by any accident, the guaran- 
tee extended to its restoration. Now, sir,a rebel- 
lion takes place. If that rebelion involves the 
whole people in it, that people, by a fundamental 
principle of our Governmentand our policy, have 
aright to establish such form of government as 
they choose; and if it had been established to the 
satisfaction of this Congress and of this Govern- 
ment, that the whole people of the States in which 
the rebellion prevailed had been involved in that 
rebellion, and were anxious to sever their connec- 
tion with this General Government, and establish 
a form of government such as they desired, I sup- 
pose nobody would have undertaken to putdown 
the rebellion. | suppose no Democrat would have 
undertaken it; 1 suppese no Republican would 
have undertaken it; | suppose no man who under- 
stood the theory which underlies our Government 
and ourinstitutions would have ever undertaken it. 

What, then, was the theory upon which we in- 
augurated this war,and upon which we have ex- 
pended some seven or eight hundred million dol- 
lars, and poured out the blood of, perhaps, one 
hundred thousand brave men? It was because 
we decided all the people of the rebellious States 
were not in favor of this rebellion. It was because 
we believed it was confined toa few. I had no 
doubt of it. I have no doubt of it now, if the 
truth could be known. In the discharge of our 
guarantee, and in the performance of our solemn 
pledges in the Constitution, we went to war to res- 
cue the many as against the few—to rescue the 
loyal as against the disloyal. That was the the- 
ory; and upon no other theory can this war be 


In pursuance of our design not to make a con- 
quest, not to subjugate, but to rescue and restore, 


What is next to be done? Guar- 
anty to them a republican form of government. 
What republican form of government, I ask? 
The republican form of government which they 
made for themselves? The republican form of 
government which had been recognized by this 
Government? Unquestionably. Whatother one? 
Who dares propose another one? And yet the 
Senator from Massachusetts would discharge that 
guarantee to support and maintain that republican 
form of government by taking it away and sub- 
stituting one of his own in its stead. ‘That is most 
extraordinary Democracy, and most extraordi- 
nary Republicanism. But he says some of these 


ized world. Very well; whose business is that, 
at to our theory? The business of the 

rom Massachusetts, or of the people of 
Massachusetts, or of the people of North Caro- 
lina, who had the right to make them? I suppose 
I am as much in favor of teaching little children 


I have taught a great many more to read than he 
has; but that is not the question. The question 
is whether we will stand upon a great truth taught 
us in the Revolution, whether we will give to the 
people—not the rebellious people, but the loyal 
people—of North Carolina, if there are such there, 
the government which they established; and it is 
not our province here to say whether its laws are 
atrocious, or whether they are abhorrent to the 
civilized world or not. e question is, are they 
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the laws of North Carolina? Perhaps if Penn- 
sylvania were to criticise the laws of Massachy- 
setts, she might, forsooth, find some of them ab- 
horrent to civilization. She might find some of 
them which, to her nicer and-more delicate sense 
of right and wrong, were atrocious. Such a thing 
might be; but, Lask, would that give Pennsylva- 
nia the right to interfere and to change them, be- 
cause she so decided? Surely not. If this is a 
republican form of Government, if it is demo- 
cratic at its base, then the people who are to be 
governed by the laws are to form them, and not 
other people. I thought that right was the very 
thing which was achieved by the Revolution. 
Before that Revolution, gentlemen of large ac- 
quirements, of fine tastes, and of large poiitical 
skill, fabricated governments for the people; but 
in this country it was decided that the people 
should fabricate them for themselves, especially 
as they were to be affected by them, and nobody 
else. 

Well, sir, we have taken possession of a State, 
if you please; we have put down the rebellion; 
whatis next to be done? Establish a government. 
What government? A provisional government. 
Establish a government different from that which 
the people had established, or which they could 
establish. Mr. President, I say, and I think no- 
body can gainsay it, that the only govefnment 
which can be established there is the government 
which that loyal people will set up again, having 
been temporarily thrown down by the accident of 
the rebellion. And when they set it up again upon 
its original basis and carry it on upon its first foot- 
ing, we are done. That isall we can do, if we pre- 
tend at all to carry out the doctrines upon which 
we entered upon the war—namely, that a State 
could not go out of the Union, and that, therefore, 
we could not make a conquest of her as if she were 
out. 

But jt is said there will be an interregnum, and 
the people must have.a little time to reinstate the 
old order of things. That is all true, but who is 
clothed with the power to maintain that condition 
of things which will enable the people to set up 
that fallen government? Is it this Congress? Our 
Government is one of delegated powers, and the 
man who asserts-a power in it must put his finger 
upon the place where it is delegated. It will not 
do to show that it would be convenient to have 
that power. That is not the question. Jt must 
be shown in the Constitution to be conferred upon 
Congress. But to show that we guaranty a re- 
publican form of government will not warrant us 
in making such government as we choose and es- 
tablishing that—it must be one already made by 
the people of the State which we are to guaranty. 
What, then, can Congress do? I answer, noth- 
ing. But the President, or his generals acting un- 
der his direction, after the rebellion is subdued, 
can preserve order by military rule until the old 
government resumes its wonted action. Thisis a 
military function, requiring military force, and is 
therefore peculiarly within the province of the gen- 
eral, That is my view of it, and I am opposed to 
establishing provisional governments, unless they 
are purely military in their character, and if that 
is all this bill contemplates, it gives the President 
no power that he has not now. He is bound to 
do the same thing now that he would be boundto 
do if the bill should become a law. He has to hold 
the State by military occupation and to preserve 
it by military rule until the loyal people take pos- 
session of the reins of power which the rebellion 
had put into other hands, or had obliged them to 
throw down. 

Mr. HOWARD. [I do not wish to interrupt 
the speech of the Senator from Pennsylvania, but 
I was about to ask him a question. 

Mr. COWAN. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWARD. I wish to ask him what he 
would do in case it should turn out that the rebel 
States had no loyal people at all? How is he go- 
ing to govern them, and how are they going to gov- 


ern themselves ? 
Mr. COWAN. Will the honorable Senator 


allow me to ask him that question? I have stated 
distinctly that unless we contemplate conquest it 
is one of the fundamental principles of this Gov- 
ernment, one of the fundamental principles of our 
policy, that the people, the people of a State, if 
you please, have a right to form their own gov- 
ernment; or, in other words, it is the right of rev- 
olution, if they can make it good, which we have 
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asserted, and which all freemen have asserted for 
the last eighty years. Are governments to be 
perpetual; and if they are not, where is the power 
to change them, if not in the people? By what 
power did we determine in the Revolution to sever 
the connection between this country and Great 
Britain? Was it not because of the inherent vir- 
tue in the people, as set forth in the Declaration 
of Independence? I never heard it denied or ques- 
tioned; and to say now that that power is notin 
the people is to say that this experiment is a fail- 
ure, is to admit it, fs to admit that men have been 
leaning upon a broken reed. Who has the right 
to-day under the Constitution to make a govern- 
ment for North Carolina as against the will of the 
people of North Carolina; or for Michigan as 
against the will of the people of Michigan? 

Mr. HOWARD. Does the Senator wish an 
answer? 

Mr. COWAN. Certainly I do. 

Mr.HOWARD. The United States of Amer- 
ica in Congress assembled have the right to make 
that government and enforce it. 

Mr. SUMNER. Beyond all question. 

Mr. COWAN. Then you must proceed against 


them precisely as though you proceeded against | 


a foreign State in case of conquest, but that is not 
under the Constitution. 





And this doctrine of the right of conquest is 
precisely the doctrine which was held by the 
Parliament and King of Great Britain in our Rev- 
olution, It is the doctrine which has been held 
by all tyrannies from the time the world began, 
that when a government is once established there 
is no right to change it; but we proclaimed the 
right of successful revolution from the first. If 
this Government becomes a tyranny, how is it 
to be changed, unless there is some such right of 
revolution somewhere? Mr. President, I hold 
that this war is a war of rescue; for the restora- 
tion of power to the hands of the loyal people 
within the rebellious States; and it is not a war 
for the subjugation or conquest of any State, to 
take it and hold it as such, and was never so in- 
tended. This Congress solemnly and unani- 
mously resolved that it was not, and it is too late 
now to assert the contrary doctrine, however con- 
venient it may be. 

Mr.CARLILE. Mr. President, when the prop- 
osition was first introduced into the Senate by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, which I tale it gave 
rise to this bill, it met with the finiversal condem- 
nation, so far as I am advised, of the entire press 
of the country. Itis true the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, with his usual boldness and frankness, 
which no one admires more than I do, called his | 
proposition by the right name. He intended by 
that resolution to assert the power in Congress to 
reduce States of this Union to a territorial condi- 
tion; and that is what will be effected by this bill, 
although it comes to us under the name of pro- 
visional governments. I confess I am surprised 
that as good a constitutional lawyer as we know 
the Senator from New York to be, should have 
contented himself with the argument which he has 
addressed to the Senate in favor of this proposi- 
tion. He derives the power from the clause in the 
Constitution making the United States the guar- 
antor for the States to secure to them a republican 
form of Government. Perhaps no one in this Sen- | 
ate understands better than the Senator from New | 
York what is the undertaking of one who guaran- | 
ties the performance of an act. He is not the 
principal; he does not make the Government any 
more than the guarantee upon a note makes the 
note. ‘Che Government is formed by the princi- 
pal. The principal in this case is the people of 
the States. They have formed their government. 
There is not a single rebellious State to-day that 
has not a State government, and that State gov- 
ernment a republican form of government, and a 
republican form of government, as has been well 
said, recognized by the Constitution of the United 
States and all the departments of the Government 
created under it. That State government is for the 
time being in abeyance by virtue of the rebellion. 
It has been unable to execute its office. The guar- 
antee that you have given them in the Constitu- 
tion of the United States is that you will remove 
this obstacle to the successful operation of that 
State government. That is your duty; that is your 
power; nothing more, nothing less. 

But the Senator from Michigan puts to the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania a question: what will 
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you do if there are no loyal people in any of these 
States; if they areal! disloyal? Lunderstand from 
the Senator from New York that it is not pro- 





after the rebellion shall ‘have been suppressed in 
the State. If there are no loyal people left in the 
State after the suppression of the rebellion, | take 
it there will be no people in the State to govern; 
for as long as the people are disloyal the rebellion 
continues, and in the case put by the Senator from 
Michigan, when the rebellion is suppressed there 
are no people left to govern. You will have ex- 
terminated them, and it will be a vast wilderness 
so far as population is concerned, to be repeopled, 
and when repeopled to have a government estab- 
lished by the people inhabiting the limits of the 
State. 

Mr. HOWARD. I will ask my friend from 
Virginia whether he expects the rebels are to ** die 
in the last ditch,’? and leave the country totally 
depopulated, or whether there is to be a residuum 
of human beings after the war is over? 

Mr. CARLILE. I have proceeded always upon 
the theory that there would be a residuum, and a 
very large one, a loyal population left in each and 
all of these States. It is the theory upon which 
we have proceeded, and the only theory that we 
can go on in the name of the United States and 
wage this war. If it is waged under any other 
theory, it can only be justified upon the ground 
that rebellion has dissolved the Balen and that 
this is a war on the part of the non-seceded States 
against the seceded States for the purpose of com- 
pelling the seceded States to regard their contract 
which they entered into with the non-seceded when 
they adopted the Constitution of the United States. 
It is the only theory by which the power claimed 
for the Congress of the United States by the Sen- 
ator from Michigan can be exercised or can be 
justified; and then the Senator is untrammeled by 
constitutional obligations. Sir, this is a Govern- 
ment composed of States. It is the State govern- 
ments that are the support of the Government of 
the United States,and when the State governments 
cease to exist the United States Government ceases 
to exist. 

But, sir, the Senator from New York talks of 
conquering States. Where does he derive the 
power, under the Constitution ofthe United States, 
to conquera State and hold itas a conquered State, 
territory, or province? Are the powers of the 
creature greater than the powers of the creator? Is 
alimited Government formed by these States, with 
certain specified powers, greater than the govern- 
ments forming it with powers unlimited, save and 
alone where they have been limited by each State 
for itself in its own organicact. The very instant 
you suppress the rebellion, the State governments 
spring again into full vigor and life; and the reason 
assigned by the Senator from New York thatthere 
may be a period of time—short, however, he sup- 
poses it will be, between the suppression of the 
rebellion and the organization of a State govern- 
ment, when this bill is to operate—never can exist, 
because State governments arein existence. Each 
one of these States has its own State government. 
It is rendered ineffective and powerless by virtue 
of the rebellion. The instant you suppress the 
rebellion—and itis only when the rebellion is sup- 
pressed that you propose to execute the powers un- 
der this bill—the instant, eo instanti, that you sup- 
press the rebellion, the government of that State 
springs into life-and full vigor again, and goes on 
operating as it did before, and as if no rebellion 
had ever occurred. 

But, sir, it is too warm to-day to make anything 
like a speech. This is a proposition that I think 
cannot command a majority of this body. 

Mr. HARRIS. The Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, for whose ability and judgment I entertain 
the most profound respect, has started witha prop- 
osition which to my mind is a political heresy 
under our system of Government. It is this, and 
his argument is based upon it: that where the 
people of a State are unanimous in repudiating the 
Governnient of the country we have no right as 
a General Government to suppress that rebellion; 
that it is only where they are divided upon the 
question, where some of the people want to re- 
main in the Union and some want to go out of the 
Union, the United States Government have au- 
thority to hold them in the Union. I regard that 
doctrine asa heresy and a most ones heresy. 
Sir, how does that Senator know, how does any 





Senator know, that there is a loyal mam in South 


| Carolina? The presumption is against it; and ac- 


- || cording to the doctrine of the Senator from Penn- 
posed to exercise the power under this bill until | 


| 

| 

| sylvania, unless it happens that there is some loyal 

| man or woman in South Carolina, the war as 
against South Carolina is unjust. 

Mr. COWAN. If the Senator will allow me 
to make a remark just here, is not that the very 
thing we are now endeavoring to ascertain ? 

Mr. HARRIS. I do not think it is. 

Mr. COWAN. Is not the very thing we are 
trying to discover whether there are enough loyal 
people in the South to maintain a government with 
our help against the rebellion? If they cannot, the 
rebellion succeeds, and then, instead of being a re- 
bellion, itis a revolution, legitimate, and goes on. 

Mr. HARRIS. 1 do not so understand it. My 
idea of this thing isthis: that, assumingevery man, 
woman, and child in South Carolina to be hostile 
to the Government of the United States, it is our 
duty, under the Constitution of the United States, 
and as citizens of the United States, to put down 
that rebellion, to suppress it; and having done 
that, what follows? The people of South Caro- 
lina say, * you have conquered us; you have by 
physical strength suppressed our determination 
to go out of the Union; we admit that we are sub- 
dued, but you shall never hold us in the Union 
notwithstanding; we have fermed a constitution 
for ourselves out of the Union; we have organized 
a government for ourselves outside of the Union, 
and though you have conquered us, you may hold 
us by main force of strength; but as for our ever 
coming back into the Union as a State, we never 
will.”? 

Now, whatisto be done? What will the Senator 
from Pennsylvania do in that case? Why, sir, 
we cannot make those people organize themselves 
intoa government. Wecannot force them to hold 
a convention and form a new constitution and 
apply to be readmitted into the Government. We 
cannot force them to hold elections and elect mem- 
bers of Congress and members of a Legislature. 
We cannot do that; but we can do this—and that 
is the object of this bill—we can say to them, 
‘until you do that, we will enforce as against 
yourselves your own constitutions and laws; we 
will execute upon yourselves the laws you have 
made and the constitutions you formed when you 
were in the Union.”’ 

That is the object of this bill, and nothing else. 
Whenever, being conquered, rebellion being sup- 
pressed, they are ready to hold a convention, or- 
ganize themselves, and come back into the Union, 
we are ready to receive them, and then this law 
will have spent its force. It will be ne longer 
operative as a law. But this contemplates that 
temporary state of things, and, as I said before, it 
will be very short in its duration, when the State 
is subdued, and yet the people are not ready to 
surrender their presen®form of government under 
an alien power, but choose to say to us, * though 
you have conquered us, still we belong to another 
kingdom; we do not belong to the United States, 
we belong to the confederate government; and if 
you will let us have our way, we will stay there; 
we will not go back into the Union.”’ 

Mr.COWAN. Mr. President, suppose the case 
as put by my honorable friend should occur; sup- 
pose that we succeed in suppressing the rebellion 
in South Carolina, and after we have dene so, 
everybody is quiet and submits, but they take no 
steps whatever to resume their old State govern- 
ment or to establish any government in subordi- 
nation to ours, then J ask the honorable Senator 
what is he to do? Is this provisional government 
to remain over the State of South Carolina forever? 
Is itto be permanent? And if itis to be permanent, 
{ ask whether that is not conquest and subjuga- 
tion? What is conquest; what is subjugation? 
Conquest simply means the overrunning ofa coun- 
try and the assumption of its political power on the 
part of the conqueror, and maintaining itas — 
the will of the people. What is subjugation? Mak- 
ing that people go under the yose, after the fashion 
of the ancients, who made the yoke the symbol of 
subjection. As I understand, and as I thought we 
all understood, that is not our object. Why did 
we invade Tennessee? Because when the will of 
the people of Tennessee was fairly expressed ac- 
cording to the laws then prevailing and under our 
Constitution, there was a majority against the 
rebellion. So it was in Marylarid; so it was, I be- 
lieve, in North Carolina; so it was in Kenuncky, 
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and so it would have been in Louisiana, if the poll 
hud been fair. Then we were in duty bound to 
inaugurate this war; we were in duty bound to go 
to the rescue of those loyal people, and we so de- 
cided it at first. They might not have been com- 
batanis, but they were loyal people, and we had 
guarantied to them a republican form of govern- 
ment. We have gone there; I trust we have gone 
there as men ought to go, in pursuance of the stip- 
ulations of our Government, and if it turns out by 
some accident or other that in the meanwhile they 
have all changed their minds and are all now unan- 
imously against us, then our labor is lost. We 
cannot subjugate any people who are unanimously 
against us, particularly under circumstances of 
this kind. Lf that be so, as I said before, our labor 
is lost, because we have no constitutional ma- 
chinery by which to seize upon and take hold of an 
exterior province and govern it by virtue of our 
conquest. No man desires it, no man wishes it, 
because that itself would be the overthrow of our 
Constitution—by the admission that the seceded 
States had gone out, were out; and that being out 
we could make a valid conquest of them. 

I Kuve no doubt there are gentlemen here in 
favor of subjugation, and were from the very 
first, because almost everything that they have 
done since then has indicated that that was their 
original idea; but | say that was not the original 
idea of the American people; it was not the ori- 
ginal idea of the American Congress, because they 
declared otherwise; and if they declared what was 
not their real opjpion at that time, so much the 
worse for those who did so, and it will come to 
naught. We,as a nation, are responsible before 
God and before the world and to ourselves for 
the honesty of our motives and the correctness of 
our intentions. If we expect that we can violate 
the right, trample it under foot, regardless of any- 
thing except our own desire for vengeance, we 
shall be taught bitterly and mournfully the truth 
of the text: ‘* Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord; 
1 will repay.’’ And that text is not only a re- 
vealed truth, itis a truth in nature that he who 
seeks any advantage, whether an individual or a 
nation, for the mere purposes of revenge, will fail; 
he will never get vengeance; the recoil will be 
upon himself; it will be “ engineer hoist by his 
own petard.’’ The world is full of examples of 
it, Lltis not an arbitrary law because it was re- 
vealed, but it was revealed because it was in na- 
ture from the beginning. The experience of every 
man ene life who has ever tried an experi- 
ment of that kind ought to have taught him so, 
Trample upon the weakest for purposes of venge- 
ance, and he who undertakes it will find that he 
has sown the sorrow and reaped the produce 
of it. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I should like to ask the 
Senator from Pennsylvania a question, and that 
is, whether the Governm@t of the United States 
has not the right, and whether it is not its duty, 
to prevent any separate and independent govern- 
ment from being established within its borders, 
even if the whole people within a certain area 
determined so to do? 

Mr. COWAN. That is another and entirely 
different question, not a question of constitutional 
law, but a question of policy; and how far it can 
ever be a question in this country is yet to be de- 
termined, because it has never arisen. It cannot 
arise readily, according to the principles upon 
which we established our Government, and I am 
very free to say that, guided by those priaciples, 
it would be a violation of them upon our part to 
seize upon any contiguous territory, or even to 
subjugate and make conquest of territory within 
our own borders, because we believed it would 
add to our security or our convenience. It is the 
doctrine of European politics unquestionably, and 
it has been attempted to be established as the doc- 
trine in this country on the part of the southern 
secessionists, that if Cuba was to our 
safety, and if it would contribute to our defense 
in the future, we ought to seize it, right or wrong. 

Mr. WILMOT. Will my colleague answer 
this question: have we a right to rve the in- 
tegrity of the Republic against all enemies? 

r. COWAN. My whole h has been to 
answer that very question, e have a right to 
maintain the integrity of the Republic, of course, 
under certain conditions; but as nobody supposes 
the Republic will be eternal, that it will last al- 
ways, and that it can last a8 against the will of 


the people who created it, my colleague will have 
to consider the question as answered. 

Mr. WILKINSON. If I have understood the 
Senator from Pennsylvania correctly, his argu- 
ment is this: that if all the people of South Car- 
olina choose to go out of ain Union, and to set 
up a separate and independent government, the 
Government of the United States has no right to 
prevent them. My question was, whether the 
Government of the United States was justified in 
permitting a separate and independent government 
to be established within its borders, although the 
entire people of a certain area determined to do 
80, ck tat leads directly to the argument in the 
case. If every man, woman, and child, within 
the borders of the State of South Carolina, should 
determine to set up a separate and independent 

overnment antagonistic to that of the United 
tates, isthis Government justified in sitting down 
quietly and a it to be done? 

Mr. COWAN. We have solemnly and unani- 
mously decided here that we were not seeking to 
conquer and subjugate the people of the southern 
States, but to rescue and restore to them the Gov- 
ernment displaced by the rebellion. That we do 
by virtue of the Constitution and of our rights 
under it. My honorable friend from Minnesota, 
however, goes further, and asks, in the case he 

uts, if the whole of the people of South Caro- 
ina were to refuse obedience to the Government 
of the United States, whether we would be justi- 
fied in permitting them to establish an independ- 
ent government for themselves? I answer that is 
a question of policy, to be determined after we 
had put down all armed resistance, and found the 
unanimity of her people against us. We would 
then consider the necessity of holding her as a 
conquered province; and I should say that it ought 
to be a most pressing necessity which would just- 
ify us if we did do so; however, we would, by 
that act, virtually admit her’out of the Union, and 
hold her the same as a foreign State which was 
ours by the fortune of war. This we would do 
by virtue of the laws of nations, and not by virtue 
of our constitutional authority over her, and here 
lies the difference: we might have chosen at the 
outset of this war to consider the seceded States 
out of the Union, and we might have determined 
to conquer them—not to restore them again as 
States in the Union, but to hold them at our will 
—this would have been conquest, subjugation. On 
the other hand, we had a right t@ consider the re- 
bellion as only partial, and not involving the whole 
people, and that we would suppress it, and restore 
the Union as before, and we took the question 
distinctly as to which of the two modes we would 
adopt— when it was decided that we would not con- 
uer or subjugate, but restore. And, Mr. Presi- 
ent, | am for standing there, and under that hy- 
thesis, I hold it utterly impossible to succeed 
if the whole people are against us, because we can 
only adopt the other mode of conquest by goin 
back now, and admitting what we at first denie 
on all hands, namely, that the seceded States 
were actually out of the Union, and to be dealt 
with wholly under the laws of nations, and not 
under the Constitution. Are we ready to do that? 
I think not; but that we must go on as we have 
started, and maintain ourselves upon it consist- 
ently till the end; and then if such an extraordi- 
nary unanimity of the people is found against us 
as has ee here, it will be time enough 
to settle and determine the question of policy, of 


conquest. 

Mr. WILKINSON. The Senatortriestododge 
the issue a little. He supposes the case of Cuba. 
That is nota parallel case. We do not propose to 
go outside of the limits of the United States. The 

tion that I propounded to him is as to the 
uty of this Government to maintain its integrity 
over its own territory and within its own border. 
It is not as to our going to Cuba. I do not base 
my a upon the doctrines of the Ostend 
mani . lLask whether it is not the bounden 
duty of this Government, as an independent, sep- 
arate nation, to maintain the integrity of every 
inch of its territory within its limits, no matter 
what the e of a certain district may say or 
do or decide in regard to it. Ido not want the 
Senator to go off and try to draw me on to the 
platform of James and Mr. Soulé in 
their Ostend manifesto. 

Mr. COWAN. I have said, Mr. President, as 

@ matter of constitutional law, that there was no 
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authority, but that it was a putes of policy; 
and as that question had not been settled in this 
country, as it had notarisen for the consideration 
of our statesmen, I have no opinion to express 
upon it, except the one I have expressed, that 
nothing but the most pressing necessity to enable 
us to secure ourselves would authorize us to do it 
under our form of Government. 

Mr. DAVIS. I consider the question of the 
hofforable Senator from Minnesota to be abstract; 
but I will answer it, although I so conceive it to 
be. I say that it is the right and the duty of the 
Government of the United States to assert its au- 
thority and its laws to the utmost limits Of the ter- 
ritory of the United States at all times and on all 
occasions. But that is a point not at all material 
to the matter now in issue. The questions that 
come up under this bill are two: first, is it proper 
at this time, and has Congress the power to pass 
a bill for provisional governments of the seceded 
States as proposed by the Senator from New York ? 

Mr.CARLILE. Will the Senator from Ken- 
tucky allow me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. DAVIS. You know what I am at; and 
when I get along a little further | shall be happy 
to hear you. 

Mr. CARLILE. I merely wish to understand 
the Senator’s position as to the question of the 
Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. DAVIS. Very well. 

Mr.CARLILE. I understand the Senator from 
Kentucky to say that it is the duty of the Govern- 
ment of the United States to assert its authority 
everywhere within the limits of the United States. 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CARLILE. If I understand the Senator 
correctly, | concur with him; but it must assert 
that authority in pursuance of the Constitution, 
and I deny that it has any authority to reduce 
States. 

Mr. DAVIS. Now, if you had just heard me 
alittle, you would have understood what I wasat, 
Mr. Senator from Virginia; and I think you would 
find that there was no difference in principle be- 
tween us. 

Mr.CARLILE. Thatis whatI supposed. [ 
wanted to give the Senator an opportunity to 
show it. 

Mr. DAVIS. This is what I assert asa broad 
proposition, that it is the duty of the General Gov- 
ernment to assert the authority and execute the 
laws of the UnitedStates everywhere within their 
boundaries, at all times and under all circum- 
stances. The laws of Congress it is the duty of this 
Government to execute in all the States and Ter- 
ritories. If there are any treaties which are to have 
operation in any part of the United States, they 
being part of the supreme law of the land, made 
under the authority of the United States Govern- 
ment, that Government is to see that those treaties 
are executed wherever it is necessary and proper 
that they should be executed. But I come now to 
the question: has Congress the poner to pass the 
bill under debate? I hold that it has not, and I will 
endeavor to state an argument or two to sustain 
that position. The United States are required by 
the Constitution to guaranty to every State in the 
Union a republican form of government, and from 
that provision the power to pass this bill is de- 
duced by the honorable Senator from New York. 
To answer the question whether it does authorize 
Congress to pass such a law, we must understand 
what that provision of the Constitution means. 
It consists of two branches: first, the form of gov- 
ernment must be republican; and, secondly, Con- 

ress shall guaranty such a government to every 
State in the Union. We all understand what a 
republican form of government is, | presume. A 
government formed by the people and in which 
the principal officers and agents are selected by 
them, is a republican form of government, and no 
other form of government is republican. 

The fundamental law of the government, to 
constitute it a republican form of government, 
must be made by the people, and the agencies by 
which that government is carried on and operated 
must be appointed or elected by them. Accord- 
ing to this definition, no intelligent man will main- 
tain that the governments provided for in this bill 
would be republican. y would not be such 
governments as is authorized to guar- 
anty to the people of a State. The other ques- 
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a most succinct and clear and undeniable defin- 
ition of that term. It does not mean that Con- 
gress shall make a government for a State, but 
that it shall assure it, shall maintain and uphold 
for the people of every State a republican form of 
government. I will illustrate the case by the ex- 
ample of the State of Kentucky. That State has 
a republican form of government. Its form of 
vernment was submitted to the Congress of the 
Cited States when that State was admitted into 
the Union, and it received the sanction of Con- 
gress as a republican form of government in such 
admission. Since this insurrection and trouble 
- broke out, a faction in the southern part of the 
State of Kentucky attempted to set up a provis- 
ional government in opposition to the real con- 
stitutional government of that State, with which 
to overthrow it. There was a case for the inter- 
position of Congress under this clause in the Con- 
stitution. It was the duty of Congress then to 
interpose between these conflicting systems of 
government in the State of Kentucky, the one le- 
gitimate and republican, the other spurious and 
invalid, and to uphold and guaranty to the peo- 
ple of the State of Kentucky their true constitu- 
tional republican government against that spu- 
rious government which was sought to be set up 
in its stead and to be made to supersede it. Itis 
in that way that Congress guarantied to the peo- 
ple of the State of Kentucky a republican form of 
government. 

Now, sir, how is it in relation to this matter 
with the State of Tennessee? At the beginning 
of the struggle made by the United States Gov- 
ernment to put/down this insurrection, we found 
the State of Tennessee subjugated by the insur- 
gents and altogether under their military power; 
and a pretended confederate government claimed 
to exercise authority over the whole State. What 
has been done? The Government of the United 
States has marched its armies into Tennessee. It 
has to a considerable extent met and overthrown 
the insurgentarmies. It has reconquered most of 
that State to the possession and to the jurisdiction 
and authority of the United States. It is the duty 
of the United States Government to go on with 
this work of expelling the insurrectionary govern- 
ment from Tennessee until the work is completel 
accomplished. Then what is its further duty? It 
is to set up, to reassert, to guaranty to the people 
of the State of Tennessee their republican and 
constitutional State government, which was over- 
thrown by the insurgents in the beginning of their 
war of rebellion; and that is all the duty of the 
Congress of the United States in the premises. 

ell, suppose that the whole of the State of 
Tennessee cannot for the time, or for a consider- 
able time, be occupied by the authority of the 
United States as it is carried into that State by our 
armies, and that a portion of that State was still 
held by the insurgent armies, and therefore could 
not be brought in obedience to the laws of Con- 
gress and the authority of the General Govern- 
ment, what would be the duty of the Congress of 
the United States? It would be to guaranty, to 
uphold, and to enforce the former constitutional 
State government of the State of Tennessee to the 
loyal people of that State so far as it had power 
to do so; and that would be the exercise of the 
whole of the legitimate and constitutional power 
of Congress—as at present in Virginia. 

Mr. CLARK. Will the Senator in a friendly 
way allow me to state a case and get his opinion 
upon it? 

Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 

Mr. CLARK. Take an extreme case; I will 
put an extreme case for the purpose of considera- 
tion. Suppose that the State of South Carolina, 
by a unanimous vote of all its people, should set 
up a monarchical form of government, would it 
not be the duty of the Government of the United 
States, in regard to itself and in regard to all the 
other States which have republican forms of gov- 
ernment and desire to maintain them, to overthrow 
that monarchical form of government and set up 
a republican form of government? 

ir. DAVIS. Mostcertainly it would. It would 
do it precisely in this way: it would march our 
armies for the purpose of asserting and upholding 
the authority of United States into the State 
of South Carolina. It would, if necessary, occupy 
every foot of territory within the State, and when- 
ever it did so, there would be found to be a large 
Portion of loyal men true to the Government of 
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the United States in that State; and whether they | 
constituted the majority or the minority, it would | 


be the duty of the United States Government, and 
of Congress, to set up the old State government 
which had been wrongfully subverted, and guar- 
anty it there, in the territory of the State of South 
Carolina, to and for the benefit, protection, and 
government of the loyal people of the State. 

Mr. CLARK. The Senator will bear in mind 
that I puta case where a monarchical government 
was set up by the vote of everybody in the State, 
so that there were no loyal people there. 

Mr. DAVIS. It isa very handsome thing to 
put extreme and impossible cases 

Mr. CLARK. Butit sometimes tests principle. 

Mr. DAVIS. But an extreme and impossible 
case more frequently is no test at all. The only 
true mode of testing a principle and ascertaining 
its soundness, is by the presentation of a reason- 
able and practical case. 

Mr. CLARK. The Senator will hear me one 
moment. I did not put an impossible case, but 
I put one that a be somewhat improbable. 

Mr. DAVIS. I think it is impossible. 

Mr. CLARK. Will the Senator allow me, if it 
does notinterrupthim,to call his attention toan act- 
ualcase. Take for instance the State of Florida,a 
State which assertsthatitisoutofthe Union. Inthe 
easterly part of Florida there isa very large Union 
population; in the westerly part there is a large 
secession element, largely predominant, and they 
control the Legislature, which is at Tallahassee. 
Now has not this Government the power in order 
to restore that State to the Union, to form a nu- 
cleus of a new State government by a provisional 
government, around which the citizens in the 
easterly partandall the Union citizens may rally? 

Mr. DAVIS. Notatall; and I will now pro- 
ceed with the argument. I think the case under 
consideration depends upon and involves a very 
plain principle. It seems so to my mind. I will 
take the case presented to me by the Senator from 
New Hampshire; the case of Florida. We find 
Florida, if you please, to be in this condition: 
the authority of the United States Government 
is wholly overthrown in it, and a spurious and 
usurped government is set up in its stead. What, 
then, is the duty and business of the Govern- 
ment of the United States? Itis to overthrow this 
spurious and usurped government, and to reassert 
in Florida the authority and jurisdiction of the 
United States Government, and to enforce the 
laws of Congress within the State to its utmost 
limits. Whenever that is done in relation to Flor- 
ida, or any other State, a large portion, and | be- 
lieve in every State with the exception of South 
Carolina a majority of the people, will be found 
giving their adherence to the United States Gov- 
ernment and in the discharge of their duty and 
their loyalty, and for these people it is the duty 
of the United States to set up and guaranty the 
State governments which they had formed before 
this trouble. In relation to South Carolina itself, 
it is the duty of the United States Government to 
require obedience to it of every citizen of the Uni- 
ted States in the State of South Carolina, but be- 
fore, oratthe same time thatshe demands this obe- 
dience from the citizen, it is their duty to protect 
that citizen, and to place him in such a position of 
security and defense, that he may peacefully and 
safely perform his duty to the General Govern- 
ment. The obligations of protection and loyalty 
are reciprocal. The United States Government 
has no right, and it is unjust and absurd that it 
should claim loyalty and obedience on tlie part of 
the citizen without affording safety and protection 
to that citizen in the discharge o that duty to the 
Government. 

Now, sir, whenever the United States Govern- 
ment performs its duty to the citizens in any of the 
States, even in South Carolina, I hold and main- 
tain, and I am authorized to assume that position 
by the example of Tennessee and North Alabama 





and Florida, that there will be found a large party | 
ee to the Government of the United States, | 
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ose voice has been subjugated and silenced by 
the presence of a military power that has displaced 
the legitimate Government. Itis the duty of the 
United States Government to extend to them its 
protection, to give them peace and perfect security, 
and to enable them—without military execution, 
without having the halter put around their necks 
by usurpers—to perform their obligation of obedi- 
ence and loyalty to their own Government. The 
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Government of the United States must pene itself 
in that position before it can rightly and justly de- 
mand obedience from any citizen whatever. 

But while the United States is putting down in- 
surrection ina State, theirarmies may, fora ume, 
hold only a part of its territory, and the other in- 
surgenismay occupy theother portion. The Pres- 
ident may, in such a state of case, appoint a meli- 
tary Governor, and authorize him to establish a 
quasi government to maintain order and protect 
the people in the part of the Stateoceupied by our 
Army. Stanly and Johnson are setting up those 
necessary military governments in North Carolina 
and Tennessee, as General Scott did in Mexico 
when the United States were at war with that 
country. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER, (Mr. Awruowr.) 
The question is on the amendment proposed by 
the committee to the third section. 

Mr. SUMNER, Mr. President, I move to 
amend the amendment by striking out the words 
‘*and institutions,’’ so that it will read, ** not in- 
terfering with the laws existing in such Stte.’” 
These words, ‘‘ and institutions’’ there, are mere 
surplusage; | take it that they really add nothing 
to the word * laws;’’ I think, therefore, that there 
can be no objection to their being struck out; but 
being there I think that they are somewhat offen- 
sive. In this country there is but one * institu- 
tion.’? All the world knows that; and when that 
phrase is carefully introduced, ‘and institutions,” 
it means only one institution, I think therefore 
the phrase had better go out, so that the section 
shall read, ** not interfere with the laws existing iu 
such State;’’ and if that be adopted, | shall have 
sull another amendment to move in regard to the 
laws; but I believe that the Senator from New 
York will not object to the amendment which I 
now move. 

Mr. HARRIS. I am in favor of that amend- 
ment. I do not like the word * institutions’’ as 
it appears in this section. Ido not think it adds 
anything to the effect of the section, and | agree 
with the Senator from Massachusetts that it inay 
be misinterpreted. I am in favor of his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CARLILE. I do not see the Senator from 
Kentucky in his seat, who indicated an intention 
of submitting a motion; and in order to test the 
sense of the Senate, and to save the time of the 
Senate if a majority of the body shall be disin- 
clined to pass the bill, 1 submit the motion that 
the Senator from Kentucky said he would submit 
after the discussion had closed, and that is to in- 
definitely postpone the bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. I would remind the Senator 
that we have not yet gone through the bill. Let 
the bill be perfected. Let the different proposi- 
tions be offered in regard to it that Senators have 
to offer; and then, if the Senator wishes it, he may 
bring forward his motion. 

Mr. CARLILE. The object I have is to save 
the time of the Senate. If the Senate shall be 
against the principle of this bill, it cannot be so 
amended as to secure its passage, unless it be en- 
tirely changed. I make the motion for the pur- 
pose of saving the time of the Senate. 1t is not 
worth while to have the Senate occupied with 
amendments when the principle of the bill is ob- 
noxious to a majority of the body. I therefore 
submit the motion that the bill be indefinitely post- 

ned, and I ask for the yeas and nays on tt. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. | desire to say but a single 
word. So far as the creation of a judicial tribunal 
of some kind is concerned, it is necessary. The 
Constitution in express language authorizes Con- 
gress to create it. The creation of the office of 
marshal to enforce the decrees of this judicial tri- 
bunal is also necessary and proper. Beyond that, 
in my opinion, it is not necessary to go in the 
present state of the country. I do not deem it 
necessary to provide for the creation of a legisla- 
| tive tribunal, or the creation of a Governor to 

execute the laws in those States; but that there 

should be courts to administer laws and to redress 
private griev™ces, and that we should have mar- 
shals to enforce their decisions; and that the Con- 
stitution clearly gives us that power, is, it seems 
to me, beyond question. | simply hope thatthis 
matter may lie over until to-morrow, and with 
this suggestion I think the bill may be so framed 
as to obviate any serious objection, and retain all 
there is that is valuable in it, and provide fur the 
necessity which arises in these insurrectionary 
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districts. As our armies march through these 
insurrectionary districts, society is more or less 
broken up and destroyed. It is necessary that 
we should send along with the armies which de- 
stroy, @ reconsiructing power which is necessary 
to all societies where men exist. 

jut, sir, | do not feel inelined, nor do I feel 
able at the present moment, to go into a discussion 
of this grave question. I believe it to be one of 
the gravest questions that was ever presented in 
this body, and it ought not to be hurried through 
inasingle moment. I hope that, instead of being 
postponed indefinitely, it may lie over until to- 
morrow; and if no other Senator should offer any 
amendments, I desire myself to make some sug- 
gestions; and I have no doubt that the honorable 
Senator who has charge of the bill, after hearing 
the debate of to-day and the suggestions which 


have been made, can put the bill in sucha shape 


that it will meet the almost unanimous support of 
the Senate. 


Mr. CARLILE. I certainly have no objection | 


to the suggestion of the Senator from Wisconsin, 
and will not press a vote this evening on my mo- 
tion, but will allow the bill to go over informally, 
as he desires. I think it is but due to him that 
that should be done. 
word, to the remarks of the Senator, in relation 
to the necessity of this Government establishing 
a judicial system for the States. 


ment; and if the offices are vacant now by the 
resignation or the traitorous conduct of those who 


have filled them, we have nothing in the world | 
to do but to fill them, and all the judicial power, | 
in my humble opinion, that the Constitution con- | 


fers upon the Congress of the United States can 
be exercised now under the laws as they exist, 
wherever the rebellion is suppressed. I do not 
think itever was the purpose of the founders of 
this Government that matters of civil government 
within a State, municipal regulations, and all the 
various transactions that occur between man and 
man in a State, should be provided for by the 
Government of the United States; but the State 
itself was expected to take care of all matters of 
internal concern. I am perfectly willing that the 
suggestion of the Senator from Wisconsin, thatthe 
bill go over until to-morrow, shall be acted upon. 

Mr. HARRIS. There is much force in the sug- 
gestion made by the Senator from Wisconsin. I 
appreciate what he has said. So far as the bill 
provides for the exercise of legislative power, I 
am free to say that I am not very strongly attached 
to the provision. I do not 7 that it will be 
very important or very valuable; and if the bill 
ean be modified in that respect so as to secure a 
greater number of votes, secure the approbation 
of the Senate more generally and fully, 1 should not 
struggle much against striking out that provision 
in the third section. So far, however, as it relates 
to the provision for the exercise ofexecutive power, 
the appointment of a Governor, I regard that as 
important, indeed, necessary to carry out the pur- 
poses of the bill. 1 think a provision for the ap- 
ointment of Governor and judges, clothing those 
judges with power to perform the duties of judges 
of the United States courts, as well as of the State 
courts of the State for which they are appointed, 
wil make the bill a very efficient and useful bill. 
So far as the legislative power is concerned, I do 
not care a great deal about it. 

I should have no great objection to postponing 
the bill until to-morrow were it not for the fact 
that the chairman of the Committee on Finance 
has already given notice that to-morrow he will 
call up the tariff bill, and in all probability that 
will be allowed to have a precedence over this, and 
in that way this bill will be crowded out. As we 
are approaching the close of the session, are prob- 
ably in the last week of the session, my fear is 
that even if the bill shall pass the Senate, we 
may not be able to get it through the other House. 
Under these circumstances, I do ngt like to con- 
sent to the postponement of the bilf? Still, if Sen- 
ators prefer that it shall go over until to-morrow, 
I will not struggle against it. , 

Mr. SUMNER. I suggest, then, to the Senator 
that he make it the special order for to-morrow, 
at twelve o’elock. 


Mr. HARRIS. I fear that may be voted down. 


Mr. SUMNER. If wedo that, the Senator from 
Maine wil! probably postpone his tariff bill antil 


I will reply, however, ina | 


So far as the | 
laws of the United States are concerned, we have | 
judges; we have laws providing for their appoint- | 
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the next day. The debate to-day has been in- 
structive. Attention has been given to all the 
omnts. 

Mr. HARRIS. J 'will consent that it be made 
the special order for to-morrow, at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam very sorry to see this 
bill get the go-by. lam earnestly for some bill 
of this kind, and exceedingly regret that the Sen- 
ator having charge of it should consent that it go 
over until to-morrow. It is very manifest that 
that is the most efficient way to defeata bill of this 
kind, by delay. Why cannot we dispose of the 
bill iogdey as wellas any day? Ifa majority of 
the Sefiate are for postponing it indefinitely, and 
no one wishes to speak, why not take that ques- 
tion? 

Mr. HARRIS. I see no objection to taking that 
question. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is said that the Senate is 
thin. The reason of that is that we are approach- 
ing the close of the session. It will be thin to- 
morrow, and thin whenever a bill comes up for 
discussion. At this stage of the session it is almost 
impossible to keep members in their seats. I think 
this is the very time to go on with the bill. Sull, 
if its own peculiar friends postpone it, | cannot 
help it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved that 
the further consideration of this bill be postponed 
until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, and that it be 
then made the special order, which requires a vote 
of two thirds. 

Mr. HARRIS. I suppose to ascertain the fact 
whether two thirds are for the motion, it will re- 
quire a call of the yeas and nays. Under these 
circumstances, especially as | see that Senators 
who afe most friendly to the bill are in favor of 
going on with it, | should prefer now to go on 
with it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion that the bill be postponed and 
made a special order fur to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. [hope that motion will not 
be pressed. Let us take the yeas and nays on the 
motion of the Senator from Virginia; that is a test 
question. 

Mr. CLARK. I cannot find anybody who made 
a motion to postpone. All seem to deny it; and 
I think it falls by general consent. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The motion was 
submitted by the Senator from Wisconsin, and at 
the suggestion of the Senator from New York it 
was amended so as to make the bill the special 
order for to-morrow. So the Chair understood. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 17, nays 20; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Carlile, Collamer, 
Cowan, Davis, Doolitue, Henderson, Howard, Howe, Ken- 
nedy, McDougall, Nesmith, Powell, Simmons, ‘Ten Eyck, 
and Willey—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chandler, Clark, Fessenden, Foot, 
Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Harris, King, Lane of Indiana, Lane 
of Kansas, Morrill, Stark, Sumner, Trumbull, Wade, Wil- 
kinson, Wilson of Massachusetts, Wilson of Missouri, and 
Wright—20. 


So the motion did not prevail. 


Mr. CARLILE. I renew the motion to post- 
pone the bill indefinitely for the purpose of takin 
the sense of the Senate upon the principle ieeatanl 
in it, and with the indulgence of the Senate | de- 
sire fora moment the ear of the Senator from 
Wisconsin. That Senator intimated that the bill 
might be so framed as to organize a judicial power 
in these States for the purpose of affording the cit- 
izens there, as the rebellion is suppressed, the pro- 
tection of the courts. Now, sir, I desire to call 
his attention to the second section of the third ar- 
ticle of the Constitution of the United States, lim- 
iting the power of the Government of the United 
States to exercise judicial authority in the States; 
and expressly,in words notambiguous or doubt- 
ful, defnin the extent of the power that shall be 
exercised through the judicial department of this 
Government. -The first section of This article de- 
clares that ‘* the judicial power of the United States 
shall be vested in one Supreme Courtand in such 
inferior courts as Congress may from time to time 
ordain and establish.’’ The second section goes 
on and defines the judicial power of the United 
States thus: 

* The judicial power shall extend to all cases in law and 
equity, arising under this Constitution, the laws of the 
United States, and treaties made, or which shall be made, 


under their authority; to all. cases affecting cmbassadors, 
other public ministers, and consuls ; to all cases of admi- 
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rality and maritime jurisdiction; to coutroversies to which 
the United States shall be a party ; to controversies between 
two or more States; between a State and citizens of an- 
other State ; between citizens of different States ; between 
citizens of the sume States claiming lands under grants of 
different States; and between a State, or the citizens thereof 
and foreign States, citizens, or subjects.” 

In only one instance can the judicial power of 
the United States be used in a State between the 
citizens of a State, and that is where they claim 
lands under grants of different States. Now, sir, 
have we not a judicial power? Has not Congress 
already provided by law for the exercise of all the 
judicial power conferred upon this Government 

y the Constitution of the United States through 
the courts already created and in existence; and 
how can the object which I understand the Sena- 
tor to desire be accomplished in pursuance of the 
Constitution, and in the face of the limitations 
contained in it which 1 have read? Sir, you have 
no power to create State courts for the determi- 
nation of questions arising between the citizens of 
the same State, within that State, other than in 
the instance specified and enumerated in this sec- 
ond section of the third article‘of the Constitution, 
or authorizing the organization of a judicial de- 
partment. 

Now, sir, | imagine that the fact that the Pres- 
ident of the United States as Commander-in-Chief, 
notas the civil head of this nation, but as the head 
of the military power of this Government, has 
found it to be convenient, right, and proper, ina 
faithful and merciful discharge of the duty which 
is imposed upon him to protect and defend the 
Constitution, to send into each of the States of 
North Carolina and Tennessee a gentleman whom 
we have chosen to call a military Governor, has 
given rise in the minds of Senators to a necessity 
to provide for such an appointment by law. You 
have no such power. General Johnson and Mr. 
Stanly are no more Governors in the legal, con- 
stitutional sense of the term to be used and exer- 
cised by the Congress of the United States, than 
they are judges, or marshals, or district attorneys. 
We have dubbed them “ military Governors;” 
and because the President has, in the exercise of 
such a power as I have referred to, sent these gen- 
tlemen out there as adjuncts to the Army, to mit- 
igate, if possible, the rigors and the horrors and 
the severities of this war, by exercising, as far as 
they can in a civil capacity, civil jurisdiction, as 
adjuncts, I repeat, to the military power of the 
Government, Senators have supposed that it was 
infringing upon the prerogatives of the Senate, 
who have the right to be consulted, and to pass 
upon the nomination and the confirmation of every 
person selected by the President to fill a position 
under this Government. 

The President is not under the Constitution re- 
quired to consult the Congress of the United States 
as to the manner in which this war shall be con- 
ducted. He is not compelled to send a civilian to 
aid the military in the discharge of the great duty 
which he has to perform, which is to suppress 
this rebellion. As the head of the military power 
of this Government, he is not required to consult 
the Senate in any appointment that he may make. 
Appointment really is not the proper term to be 
used. He has selected an agent. He does not 
choose to call him a brigadier general or a major 
general, a captain or a corporal. He sends him 
there to exercise, in obedience to the military 
power and in aid of the military power, certain 
civil duties for the purpose of mitigating, if pos- 
sible, the horrors of the war and of winning back 
those who for a time have been deprived of the 
protection which their ordinary State governments 
gave them. Thatis the whole reason in my hum- 
ble opinion that has suggested to many Senators 
the necessity of regulating by law the power of 
the President in the selection of these adjuncts to 
his military operations, which he has made, I re- 
peat, as the head of the military power of the Gov- 
ernment, and not as the head of the civil power of 
the Government. I submit the motion that the 
bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. HARRIS. We can sometimes test the 
value of an argument by the consequences of the 

osition assumed. Now if the argument of the 
penutor from Virginia be sound, we may as well 
surrender at once, and Jet the rebellious States go. 
If he is right in his position, we stand in this pre- 
dicament. We may conquer every rebel State, 
we may suppress the rebellion; we may by the 
strong arm of military power destroy every rebel 
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in arms, but that being done, each of these States 
would be at liberty to say to us, ** we will not 
come back into the Union; we will not be gov- 
erned under the Constitution of the United States, 
and you have no constitutional power to send us 
a Governor or send us judges; we will govern our- | 
selves as we please under the confederate consti- | 
tution, and ity Constitution is so imbecile, is so | 
imperfect, that it is impossible for you under that | 
Constitution to help yourself to send us ever any 
government to enforce our own laws, and we re- 

udiate your Constitution and laws, and we shall 

e governed as we please under this confederate 
government.” That is the consequence of the ar- 
gument. 

Mr. CARLILE. Will the Senator allow me 
to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. HARRIS. Certainly. 

Mr. CARLILE. I do not wish to detain the 
Senate by replying; but I would inquire of the 
Senator, as an answer to his argument, whether, 
if these people in the seceded States never form a | 
State government, never have State courts, it will 
prevent this Government from the execution of its 
judicial power, of all its laws within their limits? 

Mr. HARRIS. Certainly it will, according to | 
the argument of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr.CARLILE. Certainly not. - 

Mr. HARRIS. My doctrine is this: that your 
glorious little State, sir, (Mr. Anruony in the 
chair,] or my State, any State, however small or 
however large, in this Union, has a right to de- 
mand of the General Government that each State 
in the Union shall be governed under the Consti- | 
tution of the United States in a republican form | 
of government; and that it means that the laws 
of that State shall be executed, and that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States shall see that they 
are executed. I understand that the Constitution 
of the United States has that vigor in it, and that 
it is not so perfectly powerless as gentlemen here 
have seemed to suppose; and that when we have 
subdued this rebellion, if the States will not organ- 
ize themselves under the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, and return to theirallegiance to the Gov- | 
ernment of the United States, the Government of | 
the United States has a right to send the proper | 
officers there to see that the Constitution and the | 
laws of those States are executed among their own 
people. I understand that that is the power, that 
that is the duty of this Government; and if 1 did | 
not, I should be disposed to let them go. 

Mr. CARLILE. One word in reply. Have 
we not, sir, within the last fortnight, exercised 
our constitutional power of impeachment and re- | 
moval of a judge of the United States court in 
the State of Tennessee? Is it not in our power, 
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if it has not aiready been done, upon the Presi- 
dent sending us in a name, to confirm a successor 
to the party removed, and shall we not through 
his court, and through the other Federal tribunals 
within these States, the very instant that you have 
suppressed the rebellion, be enabled to execute 
all the laws under the Constitution, as passed in. | 
7 thereof by the Congress of the United 
tates? And ifthe people of those States choose 
beyond that to forego the blessings of a State gov- 
ernment, if they prefer anarchy to a republican 
government, they cannot put themselves beyond 
the power of this Government to execute within 
their respective limits all the provisions of the 
Constitution of the United States, and all the 
laws made in pursuance thereof, I think that that 
is a sufficient answer to the Senator; and the fal- 
lacy of the position assumed by him is admitted 
by himself when he puts the question, can we 
not upon demand of a State, at the request of a 
State, do thus and so? Sir, have those States 
made this demand of you? Have they requested 
you to deprive them of the highest distinguishing 
characteristic of the people of this country, the 
right to frame their own government for them- 
selves, to determine for themselves who are to be 
their State officers? Have they not this right 
under our form of government? And have you, 
under the assumption that they come and ask 
you to do it for them, the right to assume, in the | 
face of the fact, that they have made any such 
request, and that if they were to make it, the ex- 
ercise of such a power, and the granting of such 
& request on the part of this Government, would 
be a virtual abrogation of all the limitations of | 
the Constitution, of all the rights of the people | 
under it, and a blotting out of all State lines ? 
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Mr. WILKINSON. It is notto be supposed, 
I apprehend, that a South Carolinian will eves 
come to the Congress of the United States to re- 

uest that the laws and Constitution of the United 
tates shall be enforced within their borders. 

Mr. CARLILE. That is not the question I 
put; if the Senator will allow me, it was whether 
they had come with the request that you shall 
make a State government and State laws for them. 
I M, you can enforce your own laws. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Nor, sir, as it is pro- 
pounded by the Senator from Virginia, is it likely 
that they will ask the Congress or the Govern- 
ment of the United States that any laws shall be 
made to be enforced within their borders. 
Senator from Virginia propounds the question, is 
not the judiciary of the United States in full oper- 
ation in South Carolina? Let me ask that Sen- 
ator a question. Suppose he, asa loyal citizen of 
the United States, should be found within the State 
of South Carolina, and should be robbed; they 
repudiating all obligations to citizens of any other 
State in the United States under the Constitution, 
would the Federal judiciary have any control over 
such acts? Would the Federal judiciary protect 


therights of citizens within that State? As I under- | 


stand our judicial system, there must be a legal 
power and legal authority to protect the rights of 
citizens within each State and within each Terri- 
tory of this Union. 

The arguments of the Senator from Virginia, and 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania, amount to an 
acknowledgment in loto of the doctrine of Jeffer- 
son Davis; itis the doctrine of secession, and noth- 
ing else; it is the doctrine that, if one State of this 


| Union proposes to separate itself from the author- | 


ity of the General Government, it may do so, and 


| there is no constitutional power within this Gov- | 


ernment to prevent its doing so. I thank the Sen- 
ator from New York for the zeal he has mani- 
fested in favor of this bill, and for the arguments 
he has adduced in its support. In my judgment, 


it is the bounden duty of this Government to pro- | 


vide for the protection ofevery citizen of the United 
States anywhere and everywhere within the con- 
stitutional limits of the United States; and if the 
people of the State of South Carolina rise up in 
rebellion against the constituted authorities of 
the Government, and if the people of that State 
refuse absolutely to protect the rights and the in- 
terests of the people of the several States of the 
Union whenever they happen to go into and tarry 
in that State, it is the bounden and solemn duty 
of the Federal Government to see that those peo- 
ple are compelled to do it; and if they refuse, it is 
the duty of this Government to provide that the 
interests and the rights and the liberties of every 
American citizen who happens to tread his: foot 
within the limits of South Carolina shall be pro- 
tected. Now, this sophistry of the Senator from 
Virginia and the Senator from Pennsylvania, that 
we have no power to establish a system which 
shall protect the rights of American citizens in 
South Carolina, because the people there are all 
opposed to the Federal Government, is the doc- 
trine of secession, of nullification, of every heresy 
which would destroy this Government. 

The Senator from Virginia, ina boastful way, 
inquires if these States have asked for any such 
law. Sir, they are criminals against the law, and 
until they Jay down their weapons of rebellion, 
they have no right to be heard in court or in the 
Congress of the United States. They are in open 
rebellion, and the Senator from Virginia is plead- 
ing for them here. They are murdering the loyal 
people of the United States. What right have 
they to be heard? When we talk of enforcing the 
Constitution and the laws ofthe Government what 
right have these rebels and traitors to be heard ? 
When we are framing a-judicial system that shall 
enforce the Constitution and the laws of the Gov- 


ernment, and enforce the rights of every citizen | 
of the Government, by what philosophy, by what | 


legal right does the Senator from Virginia ask that 
these men shall be heard? 

Mr. CARLILE. The Senator, I see, certainly 
misunderstood what I said, or he would not put 
the question he does to me. I never asked any 
such thing; [ never said any such thing; | merely 
called the attention of the Senate to the remark of 
the Senator from New York, who said thatifa State 
demanded thus and so, the Congress of the United 
States had the right todo certain things. I am not 
pleading, and never expect to plead in this body 
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| or any other, for secession or secession States; 
| but I do feel it a duty incumbent on me to stand 
| by the Constitution of my country, and to protect 
all its people in all their constitutional rights; and 
when | deny the exercise of its power, I am de- 
nying it for the benefit as mach of the Senator's 
constituents in his own State of Minnesota as for 
the constituents that I represent upon this floor. 
Mr. WILKINSON. I understood the Senator 
to ask the question, if these States had requested 
the passage of any such law. 
Mr. CARLILE. Nosir, [did notask the ques- 


tion. I merely quoted the remark of the Senator 
from New York. 


Mr. WILKINSON. lL understand the object 
and purpose of this bill to be a declaration on the 
part of the General Government that the constitu 
tions and the laws, made in pursuance and in sub- 
ordination to the Constitution of the United States, 
should be enforced in all the States of this Union. 
That is the explanation that is given by the Sen- 
ator from New York, and that ts the reason why 
I am in favor of it. 

I hold that the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States, and all State laws that have been 
made in pursuance thereof, should be enforced by 
this Government, if it has the power to do so, in 
every State of this Union. I hold, furthermore, 
that if any State sets itself up in rebellion against 
the Government of the United States, and ifevery 
man within its limits should declare that he will 
have nothing more to do with the Government, but 
all array themselves ina hostile attitude against 
it, it is the duty and the right of the Government 
of the United States to make temporarily provision 
forthe government of the people that happen to 
| be within the limits of such revolting States, and 

it is grounded upon the great law of necessity, 
which is higher than the Constitution. 
Mr. CLARK. It is on the Constitution itself. 
Mr. WILKINSON. Itis a law which, as the 
Senator from New Hampshire says, rests on the 
| Constitution itself. Sir, John C. Breckinridge 
stood on the other side of this Chamber at the ex- 
tra session of Congress opposing every act which 
' was presented here and was under discussion in 
this body for the preservation of the Union, op- 
posing every one upon constitutional grounds. His 
argument was that when you undertook to main- 
tain this Government you were trenching upon 
| the Constitution; and every time that any act 
| which hada tendency to uphold and maintain the 
| Government has been introduced from that day 
| to this, some man has arisen here or in the other 
end of this Capitol to oppose iton the ground that 
it was trenching upon the Constitution. There 
| have been arguments promulgated here to-day 
| by the Senator from Pennsylvania, which, if they 
be true, if he maintains the correct constitutional 
ground, show that we are wrong, that this Gov- 
/ernment is guilty of the most wholesale murder 
and cruelty that any nation in the world ever prac- 
ticed. Sir, if the doctrines of the Senator from 
Virginia, and if the other and worse doctrines of 
the Senator from Pennsylvania are correct, every 
man who gives his vote to prosecute this war is 
imbruing his hands clear up to his shoulders in 
human blood. Itis the wickedest war that was 
ever waged upon the face of the earth if the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania is correct. If the State of 
| South Carolina has a right to go out whenever 
her people say so, then Mr. Lincoln, in carrying 
| on this war against the State of South Carolina, 
is worse than Nero, and he may well sitand fiddle 
| while this carnage is going on in front of Rich- 
| mond. If, as the Senator from Virginia says, we 
|| have no right to establish any system by which 
civil rights shall be protected in the State of South 
Carolina, the quicker we abandon, this wer the 
better. If these theories are correct, L am guilt 
for every dollar that I have voted to carry on this 
war, and for every vote that I have given to raise 
soldiers to defend the Constitution ahd laws of the 
country. I hope that this bill will not be indefi- 
|| nitely postponed, because if there is power to 
|| maintain the authority of the Government in the 
' revolted States, there must be some law to prevent 
local anarchy and confusion in their midst. 

Mr. COWAN. The doctrines which I have 
asserted here are thought by the Senator from 
Minnesota to be most extraordinary and most 
mischievous. fam sorry that he takes that view 





| of them, but at the same time I desire to say that 
! 


it is because he and many other people have over- 
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looked these doctrines, that we find ourselves sur- 
rounded to-day by such an unfortunate state of 
affairs. We never shall maintain this Union or 
this Government unless we pay a careful and strict 
regard to the will of the people everywhere who 
ate to be obedient to that Government and its laws. 
To violate and to trespass upon their will, no mat- 
ter how much they may differ from us in opinion, 
is to insure ruin and disaster. In my humble 
judgment, it was the duty of this Congress when 
it first assembled, instead of disregarding the will 
and wishes of the people of the slave States, vio- 
lating all their notions of their peculiar institu- 


tions, and going on in our own way, according to 


what we thought the better way, to have paid the 
strictest regard to their views, and I think that it 
is partly because we have disregarded them that 
we have come to where we are now. | am exceed- 
ingly sorry for it, Mr. President, and I hope that 
there may yet be time to retrace our steps. [| think 
I have never met a wise, true, sensible man who 
supposed we could succeed in suppressing this 
rebellion by arming against us the whole of the 
people of those States. I think everybody who 
was capable of looking calmly and coolly upon 
the question must have acknowledged that fact at 
the outset. Certainly, we started upon the suppo- 
sition that we were going down there to reéstab- 
lish the State governments as they were before, 


and to put the loyal people of those States in | 


power instead of the rebels, and thereby to restore 
the Union. That was the idea which animated 
the nation at the beginning of the war; perhaps 
the resentment which has been the consequence 
of the protracted nature of the struggle may have 
changed their opinions, and if so, [ think that 
change most mischievous. Certainly, nobody 
can hope for a successful result unless its effect 
is counteracted in some way. Unless we can by 
some means satisfy the people of those States that 
wedo not mean to violate their rights or overturn 
their institutions, but to carry out in good faith 
the guarantees of the Constitution, and to restore 
over them the laws as they were before, are we 
not wasting our blood and treasure in vain? 

I think that the country is now in that crisis 
when it behooves us all to stop and consider. If 
the Union is to be preserved at all, itis only to be 
preserved upon the basis thatall thedifferent parts 
of itare to enjoy freely their rights under the Con- 
stitation. I look upon the madness of the attempt 
to thrust emanc'pation down the throats of seven 
or eight million people in the South just precisely 
as | looked upon the attempt on the part of the 
southern people to thrustslavery down the throats 
of the twenty millions of the North. When they 
had the power, they would push slavery in upon 
the free Territories of the North whether we would 
or not. They were defeated. And now, when 
we have the power, can we not stop at the con- 
stitutional line and avoid all measures which, as 
they believe, tend to the destruction of slavery, 
rather than the restoration of peace? Cannot we 
avoid giving them that offense—I mean those of 
them who are loyal? Cannot we so frame our 
laws and so fashion our legislation as not to put 
weapons in the mouths of the rebels to enable 
them to consolidate the people in a mass against 
us? ° 

The Senator from Minnesotalaments the slaugh- 
ter of our friends. Will he reflect that these meas- 
ures may have produced and brought about that 
slaughter? What is it that has brought that great 
army of rebels now to the vicinity of Richmond? 
Is not the very soul which animates them ‘ death 
to the abolitionists and those who invade us with 
that view?’’ What is it that puts courage in their 
hearts and strength in their arms? When one 
finds eighty-four dead rebels around a single bat- 
tery in the endeavor to take it, is it not idle that 
we should balk the great fact that they are in earn- 
est in resisting us? Now, what I want is simply 
to make friends among the people from whom they 
come. If we are to preserve union with them, | 
think that is indispensable. We are not to mul- 
py our enemies there. 

r. WILKINSON. I should like to ask the 
Senator whether there is any measure that he 
thinks he could propose which would conciliate 
these southern citizens of the United States; and 
if there is, L should like to have him name it. 

Mr. COW AN, (pointing to southern Senators.) 
There they are; ask them. Every measure that 
you propose they oppose; and what have you 
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gained by it? Have you made friends by de- 
spising the counsel of Senators from Maryland, 
Senators from Missouri, Senators from Kentucky, 
and Senators from Virginia? I ask the question 
again, in all seriousness, whether that is the way 
we are to lock shields to defend the country, and 
to stand up all together for the Union? 

Mr. WILKINSON. I am not satisfied that 
eitherin Maryland, orin Delaware, or in Western 
Virginia, we have lost any friends by opposing 
some of the positions assumed by those Senators 
here. 

Mr. COWAN. Itis to be presumed that the 
gentlemen who represent those States on this floor 
represent their constituents truly, when they say 
you have. They may not think as we do; they 
do not think on all subjects as I do; and yet for the 
sake of the Union, for the sake of the country, for 
the sake of stopping this slaughter 

Mr. CHANDLER. Oh, yes, they think with 

ou. 

Mr. COWAN. Itis hardly four o’clock yet. 
For the sake of stopping this slaughter, I would 
adopt their opinions in that behalf, and give up my 
own views as to the best mode of satisfying and 





| conciliating their people; and if they have not told 


us what we ought to do, they have most emphat- 
ically advised us what we ought not to do in these 
times. I would not yield a fundamental right, as 
for instance, the sovereignty of the nation over the 
Territories of the United States, which was the 
right in dispute in the contest of 1860. I would 
agree to yield, for the sake of peace, all minor dif- 
ferences to strengthen ourselves in the southern 
States, make friends there, endeavor to divide, to 
weaken, and to distract the rebellion; in short, I 
would endeavor to make ourselves successful. I 


| know I should feel the mortification and the hu- 


miliation of a failure here as deeply as any other 
man. I have as much at stake as any other man; 
and we all have stakes. Feeling thus, I think at 


| this juncture, when we cannot all agree upon a 


measure, we ought to lay it aside, even though it 
might be safe enough in time of peace. In time of 
war, when the very foundations of the Republic 
seem to crumble beneath our feet, is it the time to 
divide, to exasperate, and to irritate? I putit seri- 
ously, honestly, and fairly. 

A provisional government is contemplated by 
this bill: are the men who know about what its 
probable operation will be, in favor of it? If the 
are not, why should we thrust it upon them? If 
they are in favor of the President exercising that 
power by virtue of his commission as Command- 
er-in-Chief of the Army, is it not better to let it 
be so? Do we gain by forcing it upon them? He 
has not abused the power; nor will he abuse it. 

Mr. HOWARD. I would ask the Senator from 
Pennsylvania what authority he has for the inti- 
mation which he has flung out, that if we pass 
this bill it will meet with the veto of the Presi- 
dent. It seems to me that this is riding a pretty 
high horse in this body. 

Mr.COWAN. [am utterly astonisized to hear 
that I have flung out such an intimation. I said 
nothing about the President’s veto, or his inten- 
tion to veto, or what his opinions are. I knuw 
nothing about them so far as this bill is concerned. 

Mr. HOWARD. I understood the Senator to 


- that in case we passed this bill it would prob- 
ably 


receive the President’s veto. 

Mr. COWAN. Ihave said nothing of the kind; 
the gentleman must be dreaming. 

Mr. HOWARD. No, sir; my ear is always 
attentive to my friend from Pennsylvania, 

Mr. COWAN. I said wasit not better to allow 
the President to exercise this power as he had 
been exercising it, than to introduce here a meas- 
ure which is calculated to distract and to divide 
and to put us in antagonism with our friends from 
the border States who are so necessary to us now, 
and when weare to gain nothing by it. The Pres- 
ident will go on and exercise the power under the 
bill very much as he is doing now I suppose. He 
has appointed a Governor in Tennessee, he has 
ene a Governor in North Carolina, he has 
held and is now holding large territory by virtue 
of his military authority in the premises. Why 
not allow it to go on? Where is the necessity 
for introducing hie superfluous measure when it 
is in opposition to the wishes of those who un- 
derstand and represent the feelings of those to be 
affected by the law. If there is to be government 
down there, let it be a military government, and it 
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will’ be obeyed all the better—because it arises out 
of the necessities of the war; but do not let us 
undertake to assume the power of providing pro- 
visional governments which cannot be justified on 
the ground of necessity. 

Now, everybody knows that the honorable Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts |[Mr. Sumner} has a 
scheme by which he proposes to turn all these 
States, in case they could be conquered, into Ter- 
ritories, that they shall be governed by the United 
States as Territories, and then, when their people 
come to their senses—this is the language of the 
advocates of the scheme—they are to be readmit- 
ted into the Union upon terms. Mr. President, I 
do not know anybody hardly who has not depre- 
cated that as a most mischievous scheme to agitate 


just at present, and the mistake of this billis that 


it looks to that and is calculated to give color to 
the idea that we favor that doctrine. | think itis 
our duty, when it is in our power, to remove any 
false impression calculated to injure our cause by 
dropping any measure not absolutely necessary 
and which we can get along very well without. 
We are not now in an arena with a party on each 
side of gladiators to play before the people, and 
seek to win distinction by what are called politi- 
cal maneuvers. We are here with the countr 
almost in its death throe, and it behooves us, wit 
the responsibilities upon us, now to endeavor to 
reconcile our differences, and save it if we can. 
How is it to be saved? Notby legislation, not by 
irritating legislation, not by this provision and that 
poowenes for the benefit of the negro, but it is to 

e saved by war and by war alone, war against 
the rebellion, kindness towards the loyal people 
of the South, multiplying them if we can, inspir- 
ing them with confidence if we can, and in that 
way, and that way only, can the fabric of this 
Government and of this Union be restored as it 
was before. 

Mr. President, that is why I deprecate this bill, 
and all billsof the kind. We hada little measure 
here this morning of no use to anybody, providing 
that negroes should be allowed to tesufy. In time 
of peace, | should have no objection to discuss 
that question and talk about it by the hour, be- 
cause | do not think it would hurt anybody; but 
now, in the excited condition of the public mind, 
especially in the border States, | hold that nothing 
more mischievous and more ruinous to the Union 
cause could be mooted than a subject of that kind. 
We have no objection in the North to allowing 
negroes to testify, but people in the South have 
very great objections to it, and we ought now to 
respect these objections for our own sake. 

Mr. SUMNER. That provision was only of- 
fered in relation to the District of Columbia, right 
under our own eyes. 

Mr. COWAN. Right under our own eyes, if 
you please, but in the midst of a population who 
have been slaveholding up to this time, and whose 
sentiments and opinions on that subject are utterly 
and entirely in antagonism with the Senators who 
framed the provision, and yet thatiaw is imposed 
upon them, and they are to submi to it. Why? 
Because the Senator, and some of the people he 
represents, have a fancy that it ought to be so. 
At other times, perhaps, I should have no objec- 
tion to it, but now, at this time, just in the crisis 
of our affairs, cannot we forego a reform of that 
kind until things are restored again as they were 
before? That is the reason why I oppose, and 
have opposed, all these measures of every shape 
and kind, and | am sorry to say that I think they 
have had a very great influence in producing the 
disasters which now surround us. What does 
Jefferson Davis want? What is he anxious to 
impress on his people? That we are friends of 
his, or enemies of his? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Friends! 

Mr.COWAN. I suppose, if Senators want to 
make speeches, there will be an opportunity. It 
is not necessary to say in an undertone that which 
cannot be very well answered; that which is, in 
itself, a violation of all propriety, and of all good 
manners, and which, in the answer, begets a like 
violation. I trust my friends will abstain, and 
when their time comes, they will have an oppor- 
tunity of being heard. 

But, Mr. President, is it not a notorious fact, 
and does not everybody know it, that this rebel- 
lion based itself upon the assumption that if the 
Republican party came into power, if it got the 
reins in its hands, it would do—what? Assail 
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slavery in every direction; that it would be an 
abolition party. Is not that it? Was not that 
the catch-word which inflamed the South? Was 
it not that which gave heart tothe rebellion? Was 
it true, is it true, that the people of the North are 
abolitionists; that they desired to invade the rights 
of the people of the South the moment they got 
the General Government into their hands; that 
they desired to assail this institution of slavery, 
and overthrow it at all hazards? If it be true, I 
never heard it asserted in the world before a north- 
ern audience—never! On the contrary, I have 
always heard it nailed to the counter as a slander. 
** We do not mean that we baveany right, or any 
intention, to abolish slavery in the States; but we 
contended the nation was sovereign over the Ter- 
ritories. If we have a majority in Congress, we 
asserted the right to declare those Territories free, 
and we will go there and put white men there in- 
stead of black men.’’ That was the sentiment 
of the Republican party in 1860. Well, the rebels 
took advantage of this dispute, and to charge the 
abolition slander upon the North; because, I say 

et, it isa slander on the people of the North. 

hey never did care whether the southern people 
had slaves or had not slaves, in a political point 
of view. All they wanted was that the southern 
people should respect their rights, and they meant 
to respect theirs. I say the relfls seized upon 
this slander by circulating it industriously, and 
by alleging that the Senator from Massachusetts 
and his compeers was the head and front of the 
Republican party, and that they were abolition- 
ists, and that they would carry it out. They then 
got up this rebellion. Why? Because they were 
assailed? No; but because they expected to be 
assailed. Good men bade them * hold, wait till 
you are assailed, wait till your rights are in- 
vaded.”’ 


our duty in the premises? I think, with all def- 
erence to the opinions of everybody else, our duty 


was to endeavor to demonstrate to them that that | 


was a slander; to endeavor to show them that 
instead of attempting to assail their rights, to over- 
turn their institutions, or to do anything at all in 


a spirit of revenge, but that we would administer | 


the Constitution and the laws strictly; and stand 


upon them, and not put into their mouths the evi- | 


dence by which to support their allegation, as we 
have been doing. 

Now, sir, what is the effect of all these meas- 
ures which contain in them provisions in regard 
to this most irritating and unfortunate subject of 
slavery upon the eg people of these States? Ask 
any of them. And yet that effect has been disre- 
garded, and we are told day after day that it does 
not matter what it may be likely to be, it does not 
matter what those people say or do, that we have 
been following their lead too long, we have been 
listening to their counsels too long; and if we ex- 


pect to succeed, we must utterly and totally dis- | 
regard them! That is the language we hear on | 


the part of excessive and radical men, here and 
elsewhere; but is that likely tosucceed? Are we 


to put down this rebellion in the present shape | 
which it assumes if we discard our friends in Ma- | 


ryland, our friends in Virginia, Kentucky, and 
Missouri? Without their aid cheerfully given, 
where are we to-day? Where is our Army to- 
day, that grand, proud Army which we thought 
almost shook the earth with its tread; which we 
should have been willing to match against even 
the most numerous and most powerful of Europe? 
Where is it to-day? Itis only necessary to count 
the graves of those who have fallen out of its ranks; 
only necessary to number the wounded who come 
home carried in its ambulances; and yet are we to 
£0 on waging this war as if the country was at 
veace, as if the abolitionists on one side were a 
ittle party struggling against pro-slavery men on 
the other side? I hope we shall postpone these 
things to a fairer and better day, and that we shall 
endeavor to avoid all subjects which are calculated 
to alienate and divide us, and that we shall stand 
together, as we must stand if we expect to suc- 
ceed, shoulderto shoulder, presenting an unbroken 
front to the enemy, and that we shall not furnish 
any more material for the rebels to disseminate 
rest their people to give them token that we 


intend to do the very things which they warned 
them we would do. 


Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, nothing has sur- 


‘*No; we will take advantage of this | 
particular contingency; we will not wait till we | 
are assailed; we will rebel first.’”?> Then what was | 
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| it has been assailed. 


| I claim to be myself. I do not desire to impair 


| in the least degree, much less disregard or anni- | 
hilate, the constitutions or the lawsof those States. || 
| If there is any one thing that I desire more than | 


| anything and everything else besides, it is to see 
| every one of those States come back into the Union, 
j 
| paired rights, as they existed before this wretched 
| rebellion presented itself. 
| Now, sir, what is the object of this bill, what is 
| to be the effect of this bill? It is certainly not to 
defeat any of those desired objects. 
trary I supposed, I now suppose, that its direct 
| tendency and effect will be to promote this desira- 
ble end, anertd that we all unite in desiring. One 
| of two things must happen. All will agree we 
must havea military government or a government 
| of law in these States. What surprises me most 
of all is that these Senators, jealous as they pro- 
fess to be for the rights of these States, prefer a 
| military government to a government of law—a 
| government of arbitrary power, a government of 
| unlimited discretion. What is the government 
that is now being executed in North Carolina? 
What is the restriction on the power of Governor 
Stanly? No more than there is on the power of 
the veriest despot in Europe. Suppose you want 
to prosecute a criminal there, what is the law un- 
| der which that is to be done? What is the gov- 
ernment now being executed under that excellent 
man Gevernor Johnson, of Tennessee? Have 
| they any liws there? Have they any courts there? 
How are tie laws executed? The Governor isa 
military officer, vested with absolute power and 
unrestrained discretion. 

Now, sir, I thought that it was safer, that it 
was wiser, that it was better in such a case as that, 
after the rebellion was suppressed, and before 
these States were ready to return again into the 
Union to assume the functions of independence 
for themselves, during that interval to provide for 





sent there by this Government in the exercise of 
its paternal benignant power under the Constitu- 
tion, to enforce those laws in a mild and equal 
manner, that its citizens should know what their 
rights were, and how to redress themselves when 
their rights were invaded. It seemed to me that 
this was far better; and I repeat the surprise that 
I felt when I found this bitter hostility against a 

rovision so well intended, so benign in its effect. 

cannot suppose that Senators really appreciate 
the object, the effect, the intent and purpose, of 
this proposition. If | supposed it was to have the 
effect to deprive these States of a single right, sub- 
ject them to the least degree of humiltation I 
would be the last to urge the passage of the bill. 
I supposed the contrary to be the effect. I suppose 
that those States are to be protected by this law, 
not to be treated as Territories. Senators have 
argued this question as though the operation of 
this law was to treat these States as subjugated 
Territories, as a sort of military prisons. | regard 
this law as securing to them their rights as States 
in this Union, as protecting them in their enjoy- 
ment of their privileges as individuals or citizens 
of those States, and as preserving theirequality and 
dignity as members of the Union. Unless | have 
| greatly mistaken the provisions of this law, such 
will be its benign effect. 

e-Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Penn- 
| sylvania says, in substance, our Army is in ezx- 
tremis, and he asks who placed it there. I intro- 





which was to elicit some information on that point, 
and I intended to explain why I introduced it; but 
the Senator from New York objected to the reso- 
lution, and while I was upon the floor I found my- 
self withouta status; thatis to say, I had no foun- 
dation, | was down, I was taken off my feet. I 
do not complain of the celerity with which the 
Senator deprived me of the opportanity to make a 
few remarks, especially as an opportunity has so 
soon been presented to me to say what {wished 
to utter when I submitted my resolution. 

The army of the Potomac, when it moved upon 
Manassas had two hundred and thirty thousand 
men in its ranks, and the enemy had less than 
thirty thousand at Manassas and Centreville. My 
friend from Maine [Mr. Fessenven] assured me 











| with all its dignity, all its equality, all its unim- | 





a government of law, that there should be officers | 





duced a resolution this morning, the object of 
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prised me more than to witness the opposition | the day before it marched that the enemy had one 
which the bill has met, the bitterness with which || hundred and sixty thousand men, and he gave me 


_ ‘There is no person who is || the name of one of General McClellan's staff as 
| more jealous of the rights of every rebel State than || his authorit 


Mr. FESSENDEN, What I said I believe I 
said in private conversation. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I beg the Senator’s pardon; 
I will take it back, then. ‘| misunderstood him, 
and I will say nothing about the one hundred and 
sixty thousand. But, passing that, I said to that 
Senator that they had not had forty thousand men 


} 


| in two months, and that'there would not be a gun 


| fired at Manassas. | think my friend will indorse 
| that. Well, sir, our army of two hundred and 
| thirty thousand men marched upon Manassas, and 


On the con- || they found thirty-two wooden guns and eleven 


hundred dead horses astrophies,and they marched 
on towards Gordonsville. Those two hundred 
and thirty thousand men could have marched to 
Richmond in fourteen days, and they would not 
have lost a thousand men in taking that city; and 
| yet the Senator from Pennsylvania asks who put 

them in the condition in which they are now? 
| Who put them there? Mr. President, the answer 
to the resolution which I offered this morning will 

show who put them there, if the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States will pass it. The press, the politicians, 
and the traitors of the country have declared that 
E. M. Stanton put them there. Sir, I declare that 
| E. M. Stanton had no more to do with putting the 
| army of the Potomac in the marshes of the Chick- 
ahominy than you had. This is a matter of crim- 
inality. [admitthatthere is criminality, and gross 
criminality, and criminality that, in my opinion, 
willconsign the criminal to eternal detestation and 
condemnation. The country demands a sacrifice 
for this crime to-day. The press demands the 
sacrifice of a mere clerk, an agent of your Com- 
mander-in-Chief, the President of the United 
States. Will it help your Commander-in-Chief if 
the man who simply registers his decrees shall be 
| sacrificed? No, sir. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of 
| War, is merely the clerk of the President of the 
United States, writes his dispatches, and obeys 
his orders. Sacrifice him, and what do you gain? 
Nothing. It comes back to this: there isa crim- 
inal, and a criminal who deserves to be sacrificed; 
and who is the criminal? Sir, it is reduced to one 
of two; and fortunately for the country the record 
is made, it is written, and it is at hand. 

Sir, the army of the Potomac, as t have said, 
numbered two hundred and thirty thousand men 
| by the morning roll of the day when it marched 
upon Manassas to meet twenty-six thousand rag- 
ged rebels and no more. I have the evidence. 
‘Those rebels ran without firing a gun,as | knew 
they would, and as I told my friend from Maine 
they would; but he says our conversation was a 
| private one, and I shall say no more on that sub- 
| ject; but I will repeat that that at of two hun- 
| dred and thirty thousand men could have marched 
| to Richmond in fourteen days and not have lost 
a thousand men. If landed on the shores of 
France itcould have marched to Moscow; noarm 
on the continent of Europe could have detained it 
| tenhours. From Manassas it could have marched 
to Charleston and New Orleans. At that time 
there was no force to oppose it, and the war could 
have been ended in two months. But that army 
was divided, and broken up, and sacrificed, and 
that is the crime. Who is the criminal? The 
answer to my resolution will show that it is either 
Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States 
and Commander-in-Chief of the armies of the 
United States, or it is George B. McClellan, com- 
mander of the army of the Potomac. It is one 
of those two, and no third man; and I say to you, 
sir, now and here, that in my estimation, that crim- 
inal should not only be deprived of his office, 
but, in my humble opinion, he should suffer the 
extreme penalty of the law, for this nation has 
been disgraced by the division and loss, ree: 
not really, of the army of the Potomac. If the 
army of the Potomac had been commanded by 
| the arch revel and traitor, Jefferson Davis, there 
has not been a movement made which he would 
not have ordered since the Ist day of December. 
And I say to the press, and to the men all over 
'| this Union who are denouncing Edwin M. Stan- 
| ton, Secretary of War, that he has protested from 
first to last against the division, demoralization, 
| and destruction of the army of the Potomac. 

I will ask the Secretary to read an article from 
ithe Detroit Free Press of Jnly 3, 1862, 9 paper 
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which was compelled to raise the flag of the Union 
by ademand of the Union men of that city. My 
colleague knows that. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

“Tae News.—Never, during our career as jouryalists, 
have we performed a task that grieved us more than the pres- 
entation of the news of the partial defeat of MeClellan’s 
left wing that we lay before our readers this afternoon. 

** Not only was an attack made on the right wing, but it 
how appears that one was also made on Sunday upon the 
teft wing, which has fallen back from the vicinity of Fair 
Oaks to Turkey Bend, on the James, a distance of seven- 
teen miles. 

* The eombined rebel fore@s of Johnson, Beauregard, and 
Jackson have been buried in irresistible fury upon the un- 
aided and unsupported forees of McClellan. Gathered from 
the Eastand West, from the swamps of Mississippi, and the 
mountains of Virginia, the rebels have come, and we be 
hold the result. 

‘* We will not recite the particulars. The telegraphic 
columns point them out with terrible distinctness. 

“* Por this result the Secretary of War, Edwin M. Stan 
ton, and the aboiition politicians, are alone responsible. It 
bas come solely from the mean partisan hatred of McClel- 
jan. Let the people place the responsibility where it be 
longs. 

* Stanton and Wade and Chandler, and their aiders and 
abettora, great and small, must answer at the bar of the 
people for the blood of the martyred sons of the land who 
have so lavishly poured out their life to no avail. 

“McClellan has fallen back. The abolitionists rejoice. 
The prayers of the crazy morning sheet of this city are an- 
swered. Butso sure as there is a just God, we believe that 
the machinations of these vilest of traitors will yet be 
thwarted, and that the cause of the Union will yet rise 
triumphant.” 


Mr.CHANDLER. That is froma sheet that 
was compelled to raise the flag of the United States 
by amob in my city. Traitors throughout the 
land advocate the policy of this division of the 
army. ‘The paper from which those paragraphs 
have been read was the paper, and the only paper 
in the State of Michigan, which advocated a fire 
in the rear upon the forces which went forth from 
Michigan to put down and crush out and utterly 
destroy this rebellion. 

And now, sir, whatisto be done? Are we tosit 


quielly when traitors declaim and say that this is | 
all right, and justify the destruction of this army | 


of two hundred and thirty thousand men? No, 
it is not destroyed; we have fragments left. If we 
can bring them back to the position from which 
they moved when they went to Yorktown, we have 
almost men enough to-day inthe army of Potomac 
to crush outthis rebellionand march to Charleston. 
Are the men who stand up and say this is strat- 
egic, the traitors like the editor of the paper from 
which L read, to say that such men as Edwin M. 
Stanton—a patriot among patriots, a man who has 
stood up for the Union, right or—no, not wrong, 
never wrong, but for the Union in any event, 
through blood and through carnage, and through 
everything but treason—should be stricken down? 
Mr. President, the country is in peril, andfrom 
whom, by whom, and who is responsible? As I 
have said, there are but two men to-day who are 
responsible for the present position of the army 
ofthe Potomac. The one is the President of the 
United States, Abraham Lincoln, whom I believe 
to be a patriot, whom I believe to be honest and 
honestly earnest to crush outand putdown this re- 
bellion; the other is George B. McClellan, general 
of the army of the Potomac, of whom | will not ex- 
press a belief. But to the reporters, to the press, 
to the Senate, tothe country, | say cease your fool- 
ish charges upon aclerk; come outat once and de- 
nounce the one of these two men who is responsi- 
ble, for they are the only two men upon whom the 
responsibility can be fixed; either denounce Abra- 
ham Lincoln, President ofthe United States, whom 
I believe to be-a pure and honest man, or George 
B. McClellan, who has defeated your army. He 
took itto Fortress Monroe, used itin guarding rebel 
property, sacrificed the half of it in the swamps 
and marshes before Yorktown and the Chicka- 
hominy, and finally broughtup the right wing with 
only thirty thousand men and held it there until it 
whipped the overwhelming forces of the enemy, re- 
pulsed them three times, and then it was ordered 
to retreat; and after that the enemy fought like 
demons, as you and I know they would, a retreat- 
ing defeated army. Tell me where were the left 
and the center of our army. Tell me where were 
the forces in front of our left and the center. Sir, 
twenty thousand men from the left and the center 
to reinforce Porter on the morning afier his sav- 
age and awful fight, would have sent the enem 
in disgrace and disaster into Richmond. An “i 
vance would have sent the left and the center into 
Richmond; but there was a feint. 
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the centre were attacked by a few men, a feint 
evidently, no serious attack, and the right was 
repulsed and driven back without asingle man to 
reinforce them, except perhaps a division that was 
sent after they were ordered to retreat, and when 
they were in confusion. Aside from that single di- 
vision, not a man was sent to reinforce them, but 
the leftand center were ordered to leave their in- 
trenchments, where we had lost more than ten 
thousand men in digging them, without firing a 
single gun—not agun; and they retreated. 

Sir, permit me tosay I have some feeling on this 
subject. Michigan had six full regiments there. 
They left Alexandria with over nine hundred men 
on an average when General McClellan moved to 
Fortress Monroe. We had one regiment already 
at Fortress Monroe. Michigan had seven regi- 
ments then in General McClellan’s army. They 
numbered as nearly as it can be figured seven thou- 
sand men. Sir, the State of Michigan needs no 
defense. At Williamsburg Michigan regiments 
saved the day. The Michigan fifth entered the 
rebel intrenchments and carried them, and left 
sixty-three rebels killed by the bayonet. ‘That 


regiment came out with less than three hundred | 


and fifty men. They fought their way through. 
Have you heard anything about Michigan regi- 
ments from official reports? Have you heard any 


justice done to Michigan from any report that you 


have received from the general-in-chief? The sec- 
ond and third were not behind the fifth. 
were there and were decimated by the bullets and 


the bayonets and the disease in front of Yorktown, | 


i 


They | 


and the swamps of the peninsula. To-day theseven || 


regiments of Michigan which have been in that 
peninsula since the army landed there, cannot 


bring to parade three thousand five hundred men || 
out of their seven thousand. Last night I talked | 


with a major from one of the Michigan regiments 


who had a bullet in one arm, and it went around | 


his breastand came out on the other side—as brave 
and gallant a man as God ever made. Said he: 
** Mr. Cuanp.er, our regiment has been in every 


fight that has occurred since we landed at York- | 


| town; they were in the most exposed position at 








Yorktowa; they were at Williamsburg and at |! 
Fair Oaks, and they have been in every fight until | 
Heintzelman’s last charge, and I pledge you my 


word, sir, that we have lost more men by disease 
and the spade, although in every fight, than we 
have lost by the bullets and bayonets of the ene- 


my.’’ Have you heard anything of Michigan regi- | 


ments? If you have, I have not. The general-in- 
chief does not know, as far as you and I can see, 
that there is a Michigan regiment there. Sir, I de- 
mand that Michigan regiments shall receive their 
full award of praise. They are heroes among he- 
roes. 
no disparagement to any State; but they have won 
for themselves and their State a name which will 
stand high on the pillar of fame for all time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, and Mr. LANE of Kan- 
sas, addressed the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Anrnony 
in the chair.) The Senator from Maine. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Was I not entitled to 
the floor? I believe the President recognized me. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I thought I was recog- 
nized by the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair rec- 
ognized the Senator from Maine. Both Senators 
rose together. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. 
a word. ; 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think we had better pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I should like to say 
a few words now on this subject. 

_Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not waive my mo- 
tion. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I think the Chair rec- 
ognized me. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The two Sen- 
ators rose together, and the Chair recognized the 
Senator from Maine. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I think ita very good 
time now to say what I have to say, and I should 
like to have the privilege of doing so. 1 shall not 
detain the Senate more than ten’minutes, 

Mr. FESSENDEN., I do not waive my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Maine. 


I should like to say 


I mean no disparagement to other States, | 





tata 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
) 
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| 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. I call fora division on that 
motion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
have the yeas and nays; otherwise we shall not 
get a quorum. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Then we might as well 


Mr. TRUMBULL. | called for a division be- 
cause I understand the Senator from Kansas de- 
sires particularly to make some remarks at this 
time, and I trust the Senate will allow him to doit. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I do desire to say what 
I have to say at this time. I do not like to have 
this discussion go to the country as it has gone. 
It will have a bad effect. 

Mr. FESSENDEN., If it is the general wish 
that | should withdraw the motion, certainly I 
will do it, 

Several Senators. Withdraw it. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. 1 shall not detain the 
Senate long. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I withdraw it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. As the yeas 
and nays have been ordered, it can only be with- 
drawn by general consent. The Chair hears no 
objection, and the motion is withdrawn. 

r. LANE, of Kansas. Mr. President, I have 
never listened to a discussion thatagonized meas 
much as the one which has taken pan to-day be- 
tween the Senator from Virginia, the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, and the Senator from Michigan. 
This is no time for crimination or recrimination. 
We must stand by the Government if we are to 
save the country. We must stand by our com- 
manders if we are to save the country. Volun- 
teering is now in progress. ‘The speeches of 
those gentlemen, in my opinion, are calculated to 
discourage enlistments, and without enlistments 
the country is endangered. I am not indorsing the 
course pursued by our officers in the present war 
in all things. I think that perhaps they have 
erred in their system of strategy, but nothing crim- 
inal should be alleged against them at this time. 


| Napoleon, at Ulm, undertook the system of bag- 


ging,and withthree hundred thousand men he suc- 
ceeded in bagging Mack with thirty thousand men. 
lamapprehensive thatour misfortunes have arisen 
from that system of strategy. General McClellan 
openly declared that he did notdesire to drive the 
enemy from Manassas, but that he intended to as- 


' semble such an army as that he could ** bag”’ 


them. It was an error of judgment. 

General Halleck undertook to ** bag”’ the rebels 
at Corinth; the same strategy was pursued in the 
valley towards Jackson; and also in front of Rich- 
There, instead of marching upon the en- 
en masse, that mistaken policy was pursued, 


em 


and it afforded the rebels an opportunity to con- 
| centrate their masses upon our extended lines, 
| that were weakened by being extended, and they 
_ overwhelmed our arm 


in detail, sg 
But there was nothing criminal in all this; it 


| was a mere error of judgment, which I doubt not 


has been seen, and in future it will not be repeated. 
If a repulse has induced Republican Senators to 
proclaim to the country that we must cease to give 
offense to the rebels, what would a defeat prompt 
the same Senator or Senators to say ? 

Mr. COWAN. The gentleman looks at me. 
Does he mean to say | said that? 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I do. 

Mr. COWAN. Ihave said no such thing. I 
said we should cease to give offense to loyal men. 

Mr.LANE,of Kansas. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania spent perhaps halfan hour 
in endeavoring to prove that this Senate, that this 
Congre’s had, by their acts, massed our enemies 
and increased them in the rebellious States. When 
that Senator makes a statement of that kind, does 
he forget that the representatives of the rebellious 
States declared in Europe that they knew the in- 
stitution of slavery was not to be endangered by 
the Republican party? Does that Senator mean 
to declare before the country that his colleagues 
in the Senate have been encouraging treason by 
massing the enemies of the Government? I say 
to that Senator, and to every other Senator, and 
to the country, that every speech such as he has 
delivered to-day, every meeting such as was re- 


cently held in the city of New York by the apol- 
ogists of traitors, under the name of Democracy, 
does more to mass and encourage the enemies oi 
this Government than all the acts that the Con- 
gress of the United States can pass. It is food for 
the enemies of the country; it gives them encour- 
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agement when they are able to point toa faltering 
on the part of the North, or to divisions among 
us. It is inspiriting to the enemies of the country 
in the rebellious States when we not only refuse 
to accept those loyal men whose skins are not as 
white as ours, but drive them from our lines. 
Sir, the abolition party of which you speak 
have desired, have prayed, that there may be called 
into this war, in aid of the Government, the loyal 
people of the confederate States without reference 
to their color. We have the word of the Senator 
from Iilinois [Mr. TremBuxx] that General Hal- 
leck sacrificed twenty thousand—I believe the Sen- 
ator said fifty thousand—white troops in the 
swamps of Corinth in constructing bridges and 
roads, every oneof whom could have been saved 
had he permitted the loyal people of the confed- 
erate States, without reference to color, to come 
within his lines and build the bridges and the for- 
tifications. General McClellan has sacrificed thou- 
sands of lives in the swamps of the Chickahominy 
and upon the fortifications of Yorktown, because 
he would not permit the loyal men of the rebel- 
lious States, without reference to color, to come 
within his lines and do the work for which they 
were better adapted than his white soldiers. We 
radicals, abolitionists if you please, have asked 


that the white soldier shall be kept for battle, and | 


that the loyal black men of the confederate States 
may be permitted to do necessary work, and be 


armed for the perpetuating of this Union, If that | 
had been done at first, in the opinion of your | 
speaker this war would have been closed within 


ninety days after its commencement. Could that 
policy be inaugurated to-day, before the ides of 
October this Government would be extended over 
every foot of land over which the flag has here- 
tofore waved. You denounce us as radicals and 
abolitionists when we desire to do what England 
did in her Asiatic colonies. The native troops 
were called to the field, armed, and employed to 
put down the insurrection against English author- 
ity. Without them the attempt to reduce India 
would have failed. 

If to oppose the using of American volunteers 


for the protection of rebel property; if to favor the | 


confiscation of rebel property constitutes radical- 
ism, then, Mr President, I ama radical. If op- 
posing the use of American soldiers for the return 
of fugitive slaves-to rebel masters; if opposition 
to the policy of driving from our lines the loyal 
men of the rebellious States because of their color 
renders me an abolitionist, then, Mr. President, I 


am one. Radical and abolitionist, Mr. President, | 


I say crush out this rebellion, even if human sla- 
very-should perish in the land. 

Mr. COWAN. If the gentleman wiil allow me 
to make a short statement, I wish to make it just 
here for the purpose of setting myself right. I 
wish to remind the Senator that I myself laid 
down very distinetly the rule which governed me 
upon the subject of arming negroes. I did it 
twice. I stated, and I believe I first stated in this 
body, that to my mind the true rule was, when a 
general came into a country and meta negro, the 
question was not whether he was a slave or no; 
but the question was, whether he was an enemy 
orafriend. I laid down the rule that if he were 
an enemy, he should be treated as an enemy; if 
a friend, he should be treated as a friend. He 
cannot determine the question ofslavery. It some- 
times takes a court two or three days to determine 
that question, and it cannot be expected that a 
general could do it on the instant. 

As to arming the negroes, I have taken the 
ground that that is a question entirely for the Pres- 
ident to determine. The law does not declare 
what kind of men the President shall enlist; but 
heis bound toenlista man, acivilized man whom 
he can restrain within the rules of civilized war- 
fare, in order to carry on civilized war. If he 
can take a negro and put him to that use, [ have 
no objection in the world. What I object to is, 
that this subject is brought in Congress where we 
have no authority to decide it, and where it is 
published in the debates, and goes abroad all over 
the country to bewilder meh and to agitate them 
uselessly for no cause at all. The President can 
judge of that question and determine it. Thatismy 
doctrine. I have not given any opinion about it, 

Mr, LANE, of Kansas. The Senatur distinctly 
denounced the radicals and abolitionists of Con- 
gress. 


Mr. COWAN. Ido. 





those who claim to be conservative? We desire 
|| this war to be waged vigorously, earnestly, with- 
i! out reference to slavery, leaving that institution 
i! to take care of itself. 
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_ Mr. LANE, of Kansas. What is the distine- || business, I desire to move that the Committee to 
tion between the radical men on this floor and | Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 
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the Senate, have a member added to it in the place 


| of Mr. Jounson. By the absence of Mr, Jounson 


We desire that the armies 


of the Union shall maintain themselves in the | 


| country of the rebels. We desire that the soldiers | 


| shall not be used for the purpose of protecting 
| rebel property or for restoring runaway slaves. 
| We desire the loyal men of the slave States, with- 
| out reference to color, to be called into the service 
land armed. Those are the only distinctions be- 
| tween us, who are denounced as radicals and abo- 


litionists, and you, gentlemen, who claim to be || : : , 
’ you,g nen, || spent in the consideration of executive business, 


| conservatives. We believe sincerely, earnestly, 


: | 

| that rebel property should bear its proportion of || 
| the expenses of the war; and therefore we vote | 
| for a confiscation bill. We believe that the slaves | 


of traitors should be emancipated, and that they 


armed to work and fight for the country, instead 


| mitted to change sides. 
Mr. President, so far as I am concerned, radical 
if you please, and abolitionist, if you please, | 


ers of our armies, to stand by the officers of the 
Government, until victory is won and the country 
restored; and then | will go with the Senator from 
Michigan and other Senators in holding them to 
a strict accountability for errors committed or 
crimes perpetrated; but while the war is upon us, 





——— 


it is necessary to save the country. 


should be allowed to come into our lines, and be 4 


| of against the country; that they should be per- | 


stand here in my place in the Senate to sustain | 
the Government, the President, the Secretary of 
| War, who | believe to-day is one of the bulwarks | 
of this nation, one of the live men of this Adminis- | 
tration, to stand by him, to stand by the command- | 





| 


o : | 
let us stand by each and every one of them, for | 
Let us not 


| attempt to change front in the face of the enemy; | 


| disaster always attends such strategy. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that the Senate 


|| ness. 

Mr. CARLILE. Allow me to say just one 
word, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I cannot give way further. 

Mr. CARLILE. I am not going to make a 
reply. lL only desire to make a short statement. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I make the motion foran 
executive session. 

Mr. CARLILE. It is a mere personal remark, 
and is the only one I desire to make. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ator from Maine yield the floor? 

Mr. CARLILE. I ask but a moment; nothing 
more. 
cussion; but | know how we are misrepresented, 
and I desire to say a word in justice to myself. 





from Maine is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I yield it for a personal 
explanation merely. 


Mr. CARLILE. Thatisall. I merely wish 
to say to the Senate, so that it may goabroad with 
the remarks of the Senator from Kansas, that I 


and that the Senator did me great injustice when 
he made that referenceto me. The reporters will 
give to the country in the morning, | presume, 
what I did say, as they know it is not my habit 
ever to revise what I say in-the Senate. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I rise to a personal 


in the management of this war, enlistments will 
fail. The remarks of the Senator from Virginia 
went to prove to the couatry that the policy of pro- 


and fearing to give offense to the rebels, or hurting 
some of them 


Mr. CARLILE. If the Senator will allow me 


to interrupt him, | did not use the word “ slave’’ 
once. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. The argument was 
that there was to-be no change of policy. 


Mr. CARLILE. The country will see what I 
said. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. 
ency of it. 


COMMITTEE ON CONTINGENT EXPENSES. 





ooo 


|| proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


Does the Sen- | 
I am not going to participate in this dis- | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 


uttered not one word to discourage enlistments, | 


qnemnn. I believe that, unless it is heralded to | 
the country that there is to be a change of policy 


tecting slave property, returning runaway slaves, | 


| 








explanation, and | believe that is a privileged | 


| 
| 


i 


Mr. CLARK. Before proceeding with other | 


| 
| 
| 






1 


That was the tend- | 


and Mr. Dixon, [ am left entirely alone, and 
therefore cannot act. 


The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Howe was 
appointed, 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


ness, and I give notice that! will not yield to any- 
body. 


The motion was agreed to; and after some time 


the doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


: HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, July 7, 1862. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


Prayer 


| by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER announced the regular order 
of business to be the call of committees for re- 
ports, for reference only. 


FANNY MACTIER SMITH. 


Mr. LOVEJOY.° Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take from the Speaker’s table the 
bill of the Senate (No. 371) for the reiief of Fanny 
Mactier Smith, the widow of General Smith. 

Mr. HOLMAN. How large a pension does it 
rive? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 
her widowhood, 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
such cases pending. 
of business. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 
not object. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I must insist upon my call. 


CONFIRMATION OF A LAND CLAIM. 


Mr. WILSON. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which Senate bill No. 119, confirming a land 
claim in the State of Lowa, and for other purposes, 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The motion to reconsider was entered. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 


committees for reports. 


LIGHT-HOUSE AT MAUMEE BAY. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill for the erection of a 
light-house at the mouth of the Maumee river 
and Maumee bay; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. |ask leave to introduce 
a bill, that it may be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. This call is only for reports 
for reference only, and the Chair cannot receive 
applications for unanimous consent for any other 
purpose while the regular order of business is 
insisted on. 


ILALF PAY FOR WIDOWS AND ORPHANS. 
Mr. DUELL, from the Committee on Revolu- 


tionary Claims, reported a joint resolution giving 
a construction to the second section of the act of 
February 3, 1853, to continue half pay to certain 
widows and orphans; which was abs first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 


MILITARY RESERVE AT FORT SNELLING, ETC. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I am directed by the 
committee on Government contracts to reporta 
resolution. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved. That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
‘be directed to make full investigation into the alleged issue 


of patents for land included within the military reserve at 
Fort Leavenworth, and all the circumstances connected 


Fifty dollars a month during 


There are ~~ a number of 
I call for the regular order 


I hope the gentleman will 


| therewith; and also in relation to the present situation of 
the reserve at Fort Snelling, and that they be authorized to 


send for persons and papers and examine witnesses under 
oath. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I rise to a ques- 


tion of order. My point is that this is sot an ap- 
propriate subject to report from that committee. 
It relates to nothing that was ever given in charge 
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ofthat commitiee. The subject never having been 
referred to the committee, they cannot report on it. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
report cannot be made at this time if the subject 
has never been referred to the committee. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. I rise to a privileged re- 


port. Iam directed by the committee on Govern- 
ment contracts to make a report in relation to the 
entry of certain lands upon the military reserva- 
tion at Fort Leavenworth, and as part of that re- 
port | submit a letter from the Secretary of War, 
and a resolution which I send to the Clerk’s table, 
and upon that I demand the previous question. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I raise a point 
of order upon that report, I repeat the point I 
made before. I understand that the gentleman 
proposes to report, from the committee on Gov- 


ernment contracts, something in relation to the | 


issue of patents for land at Forts Snelling and 
Leavenworth. My point is, thatthe subject never 
has been referred to that committee, and is cov- 
ered by ne instraction which the House has given 
to that committee; and therefore it cannot be the 


subject of a report by that committee under the 
permission given to report at any time upon the 
subjects committed to it. 

The SPEAKER. If the subject has not been 
referred to the committec, the Chair sustains the 
point of order. F 


Mr. WASHBURNE. The Chair will hear the 
letter of the Secretary read in order to be advised 


whether the subject was referred to the committee 
or not, 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. If object to hav- 
ing the letter read, 

The SPEAKER, The point of order turns 
upon the fact whether the letter or the subject was 
referred to the committee. 


Mr. WASHBURNE., I willstate to the House 
upon what the report is based. The Secretary of 
War has sent to the committee on Government 
contracts the letter which I have sent to the Clerk’s 
desk. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING., I call the gentle- 
man to order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right 
to make a statement upon the point of fact. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. The gentleman 
has a right to make a statement upon the point of 
fact; but he has no right to state what the Secre- 
tary of War has said, or what he has sent to him. 

‘The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right 
to make a statement of the facts. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, The Secretery of War, 
ina communication to meas chairman of the com- 
mittee on Government contracts, states that there 
have been lands patented upon the military reserve 
at Fort Leavenworth, and that there are some mat- 
ters connected with the issuing of these patents, 
and that the lands which have thus been 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The Chair 
will state to the gentleman from Illinois that the 
ouly question is one of fact as to whether this sub- 
ject has been referred to the committee. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, This is the fact ] am 
stating. I ask that the letter may be read. 

The SPEAKER. It cannot be read upon a 
point of order. The Chair sustains the point of 
order, unless something has been referred to the 
committee by the House relating to this subject. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Then | ask that the res- 
olution may be referved to the committee on Gov- 
ernment contracts. 

The SPEAKER. That cannot be done during 
this call, which is for reports from committees for 
reference only. The point of order was that the 
subject not having been referred to the committee 
on Government contracts, the committee have no 
power to report upon it. The Chair sustains the 
point of order, 

The committees having been called through, 

The SPEAKER commenced the call of States 
for resolutions, as being the next business in order. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. DIVEN. I desire to move for leave of 
absence for my colleagues, Mr. Van Va.gen- 
purcH, Mr. Pomeroy, and myself, from this Con- 
gress, and in doing so I desire to make a statement 
to the House. 

No objection being made to the statement, 

Mr. DIVEN said: I wish to gay in relation to 
the absence of my colleagues, and the contem- 
plated absence of myself, that I ask it at the so- 








ence has arisen, it has been a question between 


sion granted to the gentleman, for him to go on and 


ing an excuse for such differences as have existed 
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licitation of the Executive. He has desired that 


we should go to our districts and use our influ- 
ence in aid of raising troops for the service of the 
country. 

Mr. EDWARDS. 
the statement? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is. 

Mr. DIVEN. And, sir, in taking leave of this 
House, if the application should be granted, for 
this session, and perhaps forever, I desire to say 
| a few words to my fellow Representatives here, 
and I will trespass but a moment upon the pa- 
tience of the House in what I may say. 

Sir, it has been my effort in the brief time that 
| it has been my privilege to occupy a seat in this 
House to discharge my duty to my country; and 
among the unpleasant duties that IT have been 
called upon to perform was that of ditfering with 
many of my associates. Whenever that differ- 
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my duty to my country and my duty towards 
and respect for my fellow Representatives. Sir, 
in this crisis of the country, when, in my judg- 
| ment, the only hope lies in the strong arm of the 
military force of the nation, the man who lends 
his aid and influence to strengthen the military 
power of the country comes to her assistance in 
the hour of her peril and of her need; but the 
men who sit here in council, debating and dis- 
cussing abstract Lote of Government, in my 
judgment are neglecting their country in the great 
peril in which it is now laboring. Sir, if this Re- 
public is saved, if this nation with its Constitu- 
tion and Union is saved, it can only be done by 
the strong arm upon the battie-field; and in taking 
leave of the House for this session, I invite those 
that remain here to devote their energies to pro- 

curing arms and armies, and to leave to a future 
| time those questions upon which we are divided, 
and about which we differ. I think, sir, that this 
Congress has committed a mistake. Honestly, I 
think, they have done it. I think they have erred 
in introducing measures and discussing measures 
that can be of no avail until after this rebellion 
shall be crushed out and putdown. I think it 
was a mistake to revive party differences in this 
Congress, or in the nation, when there is a single 
point about which the nation is agreed. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I rise toa question of order. 
I inquire whether it is in order, under the permis- 





lecture this House? 

Mr. DIVEN. Oh, sir, I am not lecturing this 
Congress. I do not mean to lecture this Congress. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman will suspend 
until the question of order is decided. 

Mr. WALL. I think it isentirely out of order. 
If the gentleman wants to leave let him go and do 
all he can, but he has no right to censure this Con- 

ress, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has repeatedly 
stated that when the House gives unanimous con- 
sent to a gentleman to make remarks of a personal 
character, the Chair cannot determine how far his 
remarks may go. 

Mr. DIVEN. I have no doubt that I have com- 
mitted mistakes here, and that we have all com- 
mitied mistakes here, and I hope that I can ac- 
knowledge my mistakes and suggest the mistakes 
of others without incurring the censure of ae 
a lecture to members. Far be it from me to rea 
any such lecture. Far be it from me to arrogate 
to myself any superior wisdom. I was only offer- 


between us here, and I was only intending to de- 
clare that so far as I was concerned, I had been 
honest in my difference with my fellow Represent- 
atives around me, and to give them credit for hon- 
esty in their differences with me. That was the 
extent to which I intended to go. 

Now, sir, I want to advert to one other thing, 
because it is known that in my course in this Con- 
gress I have desired that the whole Union senti- 
ment of the country should be concentrated at a 
oo point; that in my earnest desire for this, I 

ave differed with some of my political friends, 
and that the subject of difference has been in re- 
gard to the course that has been pursued toward 
the border States men, and the Union men in the 
slave States whom the Government has been un- 
able to protect in their Union proclivities. And, 
sir, | will undertake to say that it is the first time 
I have talked about the negro in this House. I 
ventured to suggest on Saturday last, that ] had 
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had in my desk for a long time a bill that I was 
desirous to introduce here for the employment of 
negroes in the southern States in the defense of 
the Government of the United States; and inas- 
much as in my course here I have agreed gener- 
ally with the border States men, and inasmuch as 
the introduction of this measure is calculated , per- 
haps, to alienate me from them, as they may dif- 
fer from me in regard to it, I wish briefly to say 
why I think the negroes in the southern States 
ought to be thus employed. Sir, I know it to be 
the fact that this Government is to-day support- 
ing over ten thousand black men at the expense of 
its Treasury. Those black men are rendering no 
equivalent for that support. Their masters have 
left them upon their estates in the South, and 
where our armies have been successful and have 
occupied these estates, they have come to our 
camps for support, and we have taken them un- 
der our protection and are affording them suste- 
nance and protection. I say that we ought to make 
them render an equivalent. 1 say that we ought 
to muster them into our service, and employ them 
in our trenches and in our batteries, and instruct 
them in siege duty, so that they may help to main- 
tain the conquests that we have made. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I desire to 
ound a question to the gentleman from 


ork. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I object. 

Mr. DIVEN. If my friend will wait till I get 
through perhaps I will answer him. 

Mr.McPHERSON. I object to any interrup- 
tion. 

Mr. DIVEN. I will detain the House buta few 
moments longer. I say that it is the duty of the 
Government toemploy these men, because we are 
affording them protection and sustenance. I say 
that #t is the duty of the Government to employ 
them, because unless they are organized and 
brought into a state of systematic discipline, very 
soon they will become disorderly, and band them- 
selves together, and no one can foresee what out- 
rages they will perpetrate upon the country which 
is left to them. For that reason they should be 
organized and disciplined. There is this further 
reason: that the scason is approaching when white 
men cannot exist in these torrid latitudes, and 
they should be trained to defend and protect the 
positions that we have taken, under the guidance 
of Army officers, and under the rules and disci- 
pline of war. The bill which I have prepared pro- 
vides that they shall be thus employed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to make an in- 
quiry of the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I object. 

Mr.DIVEN. My bill provides that these men 
shall receive the same pay as common soldiers; 
but, in the discretion of the officers in command of 
them, a portion of that pay may be taken for the 
supportof the women and children who have been 
brought into camp and who are dependent on 
them for support. The bill further provides that 
when they have rendered these services and come 
to be dismissed, instead of receiving the bounty 
which we pay to oursoldiers, an amount equal to 
the bounty shall be expended in transporting these 
men with their families to such colony as they 
shall select, and supporting them for six months 
in such colony. I propose that, if they are will- 
ing to do so, means shall be provided for their 
emigration. I make no provision for compelling 
them to go, only they get no bounty if they do 
not go. : 

Now, asingle word as to the propriety of train- 
ing black men to the use of arms, and, after you 
have thus trained them, leaving them in a country 
where they are more numerous than the white 
race. 1 submit to.the judgment of any man if he 
thinks common humanity and wisdom would just- 
ify such a course? And can the negro complain 
if, after we have employed him, we place him in 
a country where we know—whatever he may 
think—he will be better off than if he remains at 
home where he can never overcome the prejudice 
against color? ; 

Now, sir, I make this eXplanation of my inten- 
tions in introducing, or trying to introduce, this 
bill, simply to show that I never entertained the 
idea of an indiscriminate arming of black men, 
without putting them in ranks and subjecting them 
to control. 1 think there could be no inhumanity 
greater than that of placing arms in the hands of 
men who are in the condition of the blacks of the 
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